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Ionia Free Fair Continues Through July 23rd! 

The Ionia Free Fair continues its fun filled schedule through Saturday, July 23rd.   EPark concerts, evening 

Grandstand Shows, Arnold Amusements Midway, tasty concessions, Veterans Day, Ladies Day, 4-H / Open 

exhibits and competitions are in full swing.  See the complete event calendar contained within this      

newsletter.  Don’t miss the ‘Best Days of Summer’. Special thanks to the generous contributions by Fair 

sponsors, volunteers and staff.   

A Vibrant Downtown and Its Connection To Reinvestment 

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation has found communities that invest in their                      
downtowns see growth in nearby areas, which stabilize the entire community.   

On August 2nd, voters in the ICL District will be asked to approve 0.98 mills for 20 years to transform the 
former downtown Mercantile location into the new location for the Ionia Community Library. The 22,000 
square foot former bank facility spans three buildings on Main Street and is four times larger than ICL’s 
current location in the Hall-Fowler home. If the proposed millage is approved, it will create funding to 
repurpose a set of historic buildings that otherwise risk falling into chronic neglect in the heart of down-
town.  Questions may be emailed to c4icl2022@gmail.com or call the library at 616 527-3680. 

Optimize Main Street Grant  

Optimize Main Street is a pilot program to support place based businesses located in the Main Street 

Shopping District of a certified Redevelopment Ready Community by providing technology related          

assistance through grant funding.  By expanding technology expertise and use of digital tools, partici-

pating businesses will aim to refine efficiency in business operations, improve connectivity to customers 

and / or increase sales.  The Optimize Main Street program is implemented through a combination of one

-on-one business coaching, a customized learning module, and up to $2,500 in a technology grant. Grant 

applications are due by 4:00PM on August 18, 2022.  Two applications will be submitted to MEDC for a 

final review and selection process.  For a copy of the grant application eligibility requirements, contact the 

DDA office at lcurtis@ci.ionia.mi.us 
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