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CITY OF IONIA 
Ordinance No. 549 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
IONIA BY REPEALING CHAPTER 816 - RECREATIONAL MARIHUANA 
ESTABLISHMENTS – PROHIBITION OF TITLE TWO – BUSINESS 
REGULATION OF PART EIGHT – BUSINESS REGULATION AND TAXATION 
CODE; AND,  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 1286 - MISCELLANEOUS 
REGULATIONS OF TITLE SIX – ZONING OF PART TWELVE – PLANNING AND 
ZONING CODE; AND, AN ORDINANCE TO ADD A NEW CHAPTER WHICH 
NEW CHAPTER SHALL BE DESIGNATED AS CHAPTER 1290 – ADULT USE 
MARIHUANA ESTABLISHMENTS OF TITLE SIX – ZONING OF PART TWELVE 
– PLANNING AND ZONING CODE OF SAID CODIFIED ORDINANCES  

 
THE CITY OF IONIA HEREBY ORDAINS: 
That the following Chapter 816, entitled Recreational Marihuana Establishments – Prohibition of 
Title Two – Business Regulation of Part Eight – Business Regulation and Taxation Code shall be 
repealed in its entirety: 
 

PART EIGHT – BUSINESS REGULATION AND TAXATION CODE 
TITLE TWO – BUSINESS REGULATION 

Chapter 816 – Recreational Marihuana Establishments – Prohibition 
 

816.01 INTENT. 
The Intent of this Chapter is to exercise the City of Ionia’s authority to prohibit the 
establishment or operation of recreational marihuana establishments within the City as such 
facilities are defined in the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act (the “Act”). 
 

816.02 PROHIBITION. 
Pursuant to Section 6.1 of the Act, the City prohibits the establishment or operation of any 
and all categories of recreational marihuana establishments within its boundaries. 

 
That the following Chapter 1286, entitled Miscellaneous Regulations of Title Six – Zoning of Part 
Twelve – Planning and Zoning Code shall be amended by adding new Sections (c) and (d) as follows: 

 
PART TWELVE – PLANNING AND ZONING CODE 

Title Six – Zoning 
Chapter 1286 – Miscellaneous Regulations 

 
MICHIGAN MEDICAL MARIHUANA ACT, MCL 333.26421 et seq., as amended (MMMA) 
and MICHIGAN REGULATION AND TAXATION OF MARIHUANA ACT, MCL 
333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA). 

1286.10  (c) and (d) shall read as follows: 
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(c) The use of marihuana, as defined by the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, 
MCL 333.27951 et seq. (MRTMA), as amended is permitted in accordance with all requirements 
of the MRTMA and any rules promulgated by the Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs of the State of Michigan. 

 
(d) The following shall apply to the use of marihuana as permitted and regulated by the MRTMA: 

 
(1) No person under the age of 21 shall possess, consume, purchase or otherwise obtain, 

cultivate, process, transport, or sell marihuana. 
 

(2) No person shall operate, navigate, or be in control of any motor vehicle, aircraft, 
snowmobile, off-road recreational vehicle, or motorboat while under the influence of 
marihuana or while consuming marihuana; and no passenger in any area of a vehicle upon 
a public way or public road shall smoke marihuana while a passenger in a vehicle. 

 
(3) No person shall consume marihuana in a public place or smoke marihuana where prohibited 

by the person who owns, occupies, or manages the property, except for purposes of this 
Section 1286.10 (d) (3) a public place does not include an area designated for consumption 
when such consumption is authorized by a license issued under the Michigan Regulation 
and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended within a municipality 
that has authorized consumption in designated areas that are not accessible to persons under 
21 years of age.  Additionally, no consumption of marihuana in a public place shall be 
permitted unless a Special Permit is issued according to the regulations of Section 606.01 
(c) of the City Code.    

 
(4) No person shall cultivate marihuana plants if the marihuana plants are visible from a public 

place without the use of binoculars, aircraft, or other optical aids or outside of an enclosed 
area equipped with locks or other security devices that restrict access to the area. 

 
(5) No person shall possess marihuana accessories, or possess or consume marihuana on the 

grounds of a public or private school where children attend classes in preschool programs, 
kindergarten programs, or grades 1 through 12, or where students of any age attend an 
educational facility for non-traditional or special needs learners, in a school bus, or on the 
grounds of any correctional facility. 

 
(6) No person shall possess more than 2.5 ounces of marihuana within a person’s place of 

residence unless the excess marihuana is stored in a container or area equipped with locks 
or other functioning security devices that restrict access to the contents of the container or 
area. 

 
(7) The requirements herein shall not limit the rights of persons as provided by the Michigan 

Medical Marihuana Act, 2008 IL 1, MCL 333.26421 et seq. as amended, or the Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, 2016 PA 281, MCL 333.27201 et. seq., as amended. 

 
(8) A person may prohibit or otherwise regulate the consumption, cultivation, distribution, 

processing, sale, or display of marihuana and marihuana accessories on property the person 
owns, occupies, or manages, except that a lease agreement may not prohibit a tenant from 
lawfully possessing and consuming marihuana by means other than smoking. 
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(9) A person age 21 years or older may possess, use, consume, purchase, transport or process 

2.5 ounces or less of marihuana, except that not more than 15 grams of marihuana may be 
in the form of marihuana concentrate.  In addition, a person age 21 years or older may give 
away or otherwise transfer without remuneration up to 2.5 ounces of marihuana, except that 
not more than 15 grams of marihuana may be in the form of marihuana concentrate, to a 
person 21 years of age or older, as long as the transfer is not advertised or promoted to the 
public. 

 
(10) Within a person’s residence, a person may possess, store, and process not more than 10 

ounces of marihuana which includes any marihuana produced by marihuana plants 
cultivated on the premises, and may cultivate not more than 12 marihuana plants on the 
premises at once for personal use. 

 
That the following Chapter 1290, entitled Adult Use Marihuana Establishments of Title Six – Zoning 
of Part Twelve – Planning and Zoning Code shall be added and shall read as follows: 

 
PART TWELVE – PLANNING AND ZONING CODE 

Title Six – Zoning 
Chapter 1290 – Adult Use Marihuana Establishments 

 
1290.01  APPLICABILITY. 

This chapter applies to all persons, firms, partnerships, associations, and corporations owning, 
occupying, or having control or management of any premises located within the City. 

 
1290.02  PURPOSE. 

This chapter is intended to provide for the regulation of commercial adult use marihuana 
establishments and licenses; to establish procedures for application for adult use marihuana 
establishments and licenses; to establish procedures for review of adult use marihuana 
establishments and licenses; to establish operational, land use, and zoning requirements for adult 
use marihuana establishments and licenses; to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the 
City, its residents, its neighborhoods, and property owners; to set fees for the purpose of defraying 
costs associated with the implementation and enforcement of the provisions of this chapter; to 
declare this chapter to be for a public purpose; and to provide penalties for violations of this 
chapter. 

 
1290.03  DEFINITIONS. 
 
For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply except where the context 
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning: 
 

(a) Any term defined by the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 
333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA), shall have the definition given in the 
Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act. 
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(b) Any term defined by the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, PA 281 of 2016, 
MCL 333.27101 et seq., as amended (MMFLA), shall have the definition given in the 
Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. 
 

(c) Any term defined by the Marihuana Tracking Act, PA 282 of 2016, MCL 333.27901 
et seq., as amended (MTA) shall have the definition given in the Marihuana Tracking 
Act. 

 
(d) “Agency” means the Michigan Marijuana Regulatory Agency. 

 
(e) “Acts” refers to the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, 2016 PA 281, MCL 

333.27101 to 333.27801, and the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, 
2018 IL 1, MCL 333.27951 to 333.27967, when applicable. 

 
(f) “Common ownership” means two or more state licenses or two or more equivalent 

licenses held by one person under the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana 
Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA).  
 

(g) “Cultivate” means to propagate, breed, grow, harvest, dry cure, or separate parts of 
the marihuana plant by manual or mechanical means. 
 

(h) “Department” means the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA). 
 

(i) “Equivalent licenses” means any of the following held by a person: 
 

(1) A marihuana Grower license of any class issued under the Michigan Regulation 
and Taxation of Marihuana Act and a Grower license, of any class, issued under 
the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. 
  

(2) A marihuana Processor license issued under the Michigan Regulation and 
Taxation of Marihuana Act and a Processor license issued under the Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. 

  
(3) A marihuana Retailer license issued under the Michigan Regulation and Taxation 

of Marihuana Act and a Provisioning Center license issued under the Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. 

  
(4) A marihuana Secure Transporter license issued under the Michigan Regulation 

and Taxation of Marihuana Act and a Secure Transporter license issued under 
the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. 

 
(5) A marihuana Safety Compliance Facility license issued under the Michigan 

Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act and a Safety Compliance Facility 
license issued under the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. 

 
(j) “Industrial hemp” means a plant of the genus cannabis and any part of that plant, 

whether growing or not, and as defined by the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of 
Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq. 



5 

 

 
(k) "Licensee" means a person holding a state operating license issued under the Michigan 

Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., or the Medical 
Marihuana Establishments Licensing Act, MCL 333.27101 et seq. 

 
(l) "Marihuana" means all parts of the plant of the genus cannabis, growing or not; the 

seeds of the plant; the resin extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, 
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant or its seeds or resin, 
including marihuana concentrate and marihuana-infused products.  For the purposes 
of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., 
marihuana does not include: 

 
(1) The mature stalks of the plant, fiber produced from the stalks, oil or cake made 

from the seeds of the plant, any other compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, 
mixture, or preparation of the mature stalks, except the resin extracted from those 
stalks, fiber, oil, or cake, or any sterilized seed of the plant that is incapable of 
germination; 
 

(2) Industrial hemp; or 
 

(3) Any other ingredient combined with marihuana to prepare topical or oral 
administrations, food, drink, or other products. 

 
(m) “Marihuana business” means a marihuana facility under the Medical Marihuana 

Facilities Licensing Act, or a marihuana establishment under the Michigan Regulation 
and Taxation of Marihuana Act, or both. 

 
(n) “Marihuana concentrate” means the resin extracted from any part of the plant of the 

genus cannabis. 
 

(o) “Marihuana customer” means a registered qualifying patient under the Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, a registered primary caregiver under the Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, or an individual 21 years of age or older under the 
Michigan Regulation And Taxation Of Marihuana Act, or all three. 

 
(p) “Marihuana establishment” means a marihuana grower, marihuana safety compliance 

establishment, marihuana processor, marihuana microbusiness, marihuana retailer, 
marihuana secure transporter, or any other type of marihuana-related business licensed 
by the department. 

 
(q) “Marihuana facility” means a location at which a licensee is licensed to operate under 

the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. 
 

(r) "Marihuana grower" means a person licensed to cultivate marihuana and sell or 
otherwise transfer marihuana to marihuana establishments. 
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(s) “Marihuana infused product” means a topical formulation, tincture, beverage, edible 
substance, or similar product containing marihuana and other ingredients and that is 
intended for human consumption. 

 
(t) “Marihuana microbusiness” means a person, licensed to cultivate not more than 150 

marihuana plants; process and package marihuana; and sell or otherwise transfer 
marihuana to individuals who are 21 years of age or older or to a marihuana safety 
compliance establishment, but not to other marihuana establishments. 

 
(u)  “Marihuana processor” means a person licensed to obtain marihuana from marihuana 

establishments; process and package marihuana; and sell or otherwise transfer 
marihuana to marihuana establishments. 

 
(v) “Marihuana retailer” means a person licensed to obtain marihuana from marihuana 

establishments and to sell or otherwise transfer marihuana to marihuana 
establishments and to individuals who are 21 years of age or older. 

 
(w) “Marihuana secure transporter" means a person licensed to obtain marihuana from 

marihuana establishments in order to transport marihuana to marihuana 
establishments. 

 
(x) “Marihuana safety compliance facility” means a person licensed to test marihuana, 

including certification for potency and the presence of contaminants. 
 

(y) "Marihuana Tracking Act" means the Marihuana Tracking Act, PA 282 of 2016, MCL 
333.27901 to 333.27904. 

 
(z) “Medical Marihuana Establishments Licensing Act” means the Medical Marihuana 

Establishments Licensing Act, PA 281 of 2016, MCL 333.27101 et seq. 
 

(aa) “Park” means an area of land designated by the City as a park on its Master Land Use 
Plan, Five-Year Community Parks and Recreation Plan, or on a City Council approved 
list of City Parks. 

 
(bb) "Person" means an individual, corporation, limited liability company, partnership of 

any type, trust, or other legal entity. 
 

(cc) “Public playground” means an outdoor establishment, open to the public and on 
public property and containing playground equipment including but not limited to 
slides, climbers, seesaws, swings, or swimming pool designed for the recreational use 
by children and owned and operated by a local unit of government, school district, or 
other unit or agency of government. 

 
(dd) “Rules” means rules promulgated under the Administrative Procedures Act of 1969, 

1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328 by the Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs to establish rules for the purpose of implementing the Michigan Regulation 
and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended. 
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(ee) “Same location” means separate marihuana licenses that are issued to multiple 
marihuana businesses that are authorized to operate at a single property but with 
separate business suites, partitions, or addresses. 

 
(ff) “School” means and includes buildings and establishments used for school purposes 

for children and youth in grades pre-kindergarten through 12, or where students of 
any age attend an educational facility for non-traditional or special needs learners, and 
Head Start when that instruction or purpose is provided by a public, private, 
denominational, or parochial school. 

 
(gg) “State license” means a license issued by the department that allows a person to 

operate a marihuana establishment. 
 

1290.04  AUTHORIZATION OF MARIHUANA ESTABLISHMENTS AND FEE. 
 
(a) A marihuana establishment as defined herein may be authorized within the City only upon 

approval as a special land use, according to the requirements and procedures of Chapter 
1274. 
 

(b) No marihuana establishment may operate within the City without first having been 
approved for a license from the State of Michigan pursuant to the Michigan Regulation 
and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA). 

 
(c) The number of each type of marihuana establishment that may be approved for operation 

within the City shall not be limited. 
 
(d) Each marihuana license at each proposed marihuana establishment shall require separate 

special land use approval by the City. 
 

(e) A nonrefundable fee shall be paid annually by each marihuana establishment authorized 
within the City in the amount not to exceed $5,000.00 as set by resolution of the City 
Council.  The fee shall be required for each license proposed for each establishment 
approved by the City. 

 
(f) A Marihuana Microbusiness Establishment as defined in the rules promulgated by the 

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) shall be prohibited in 
the City. 

 
1290.05  PROHIBITION AND PERMITTING OF SPECIAL LICENSES. 
 
(a) A Designated Consumption Establishment as defined in the rules promulgated by the 

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) shall be prohibited 
within the City. 

 
(b) A person or any entity holding a Marihuana Event Organizer license as defined in the rules 

promulgated by the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) 
shall not be permitted to operate a Temporary Marihuana Event within the City. 
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(c) A Temporary Marihuana Event as defined in the rules promulgated by the Michigan 

Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) shall be prohibited within the 
City. 

 
(d) An Excess Marihuana Grower license as defined in the rules promulgated by the Michigan 

Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) shall be permitted only in the I-
1 Light Industrial District when approved as a special land use according to all rules as 
promulgated by the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA). 

 
1290.06  DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS. 
 
(a) Marihuana establishments as defined herein are permitted with special land use approval 

in the following zoning districts: 
 

(1) Marihuana Grower establishments are permitted only in the I-1 Light Industrial 
District.   

 
(2) Marihuana Processor establishments are permitted only in I-1 Light Industrial District. 

 
(3) Marihuana Retailer establishments are permitted only in the B-1 Neighborhood 

Business District; the B-3 General Business District; the Office District; and the I-1 
Light Industrial District. 
 

(4) Marihuana Retailer establishments shall not be permitted on land recommended for 
Central Business District land use or East Main Preservation land use on the currently 
adopted Future Land Use Map of the City. 

 
(5) Secure Transporter establishments are permitted only in the B-1 Neighborhood 

Business District; the B-3 General Business District; the Office District; and the I-1 
Light Industrial District.  Secure Transporter establishments shall not be permitted on 
lands recommended for Central Business District land use or East Main Preservation 
land use on the currently adopted Future Land Use Map of the City. 

 
(6) Safety Compliance facility establishments are permitted only in the B-1 Neighborhood 

Business District; the B-3 General Business District; the Office District; and the I-1 
Light Industrial District.  Safety Compliance Facility establishments shall not be 
permitted on lands recommended for Central Business District land use or East Main 
Preservation land use on the currently adopted Future Land Use Map of the City. 

 
(7) A marihuana establishment permitted as a special land use in the B-1 Neighborhood 

Business District or the B-2 Community Business District shall not be permitted as a 
principal use by right in the B-3 General Business Zoning District, but shall be subject 
to special land use approval in the B-3 zoning district.  

 
(b) Parking shall be as required by Chapter 1282 of the City Code, with the exception that all 

parking for a marihuana establishment shall be subject to Section 1290.06 (h) herein. 
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(c) Landscaping shall be as required by Section 1286.03 of the City Code. 
 

(d) Exterior lighting shall be as required by Section 1286.04 of the City Code with the 
exception that any additional or alternate lighting as recommended by the City’s Public 
Safety Director shall be provided.  
 

(e) Signs shall be as required by Chapter 1234 of the City Code; and by any requirements of 
the City Code; with the exception that where the regulations of this Chapter 1290 shall 
conflict with any other regulations for signs of the City, or shall be more restrictive than 
the requirements of any other regulations for signs of the City, the regulations of this 
Chapter 1290 shall apply. 

 
(f) The following development regulations shall apply to all marihuana establishments: 
 
(1) Any marihuana establishment approved as a special land use in any zoning district shall 

be subject to all requirements for uses in that zoning district, and shall be subject to all 
other applicable regulations including but not limited to requirements for accessory 
buildings and uses; landscaping; screening; lighting; access; and signs.  Where the 
regulations of this Chapter 1290 shall conflict with any other regulations of the City 
Code, or shall be more restrictive that the requirements of any other regulations for the 
City, the regulations of this Chapter 1290 shall apply.  

 
(2) Any marihuana establishment approved as a special land use shall be subject to all 

requirements for review and the standards for approval according to Chapter 1274 
Special Land Uses. 

 
(3) Marihuana establishments may be permitted in a structure that contains multiple 

tenants, provided the marihuana use is approved as a special land use; meets all 
applicable occupancy restrictions; and that the marihuana establishment meets all 
requirements of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 
333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA); and all rules promulgated by the Michigan 
Department Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, including by not limited to security.  
Marihuana establishments shall be partitioned from any other marihuana 
establishment, activity, business, or dwelling. 

 
(4) Operation at the same location and equivalent licenses shall be regulated as follows: 

 
A. Any combination of marihuana establishments may operate as separate marihuana 

establishments at the same location, provided the marihuana establishment meets 
all requirements of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 
333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA); and all rules promulgated by the 
Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, including but not 
limited to requirements for partitioned establishments, separate entrances and 
exits, separation of inventory, record keeping, transfer of marihuana, and point of 
sale operations. 
 

B. Each marihuana establishment operating at the same location shall have distinct 
and identifiable areas with designated structures that are contiguous.  Each 
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marihuana establishment specific to the marihuana license shall have distinct and 
identifiable areas with designated structures that are on the same parcel or 
contiguous parcels.  A licensed Retailer operating at the same location with any 
other licensed marihuana establishment shall have retail entrances and exits clearly 
identified. 
 

C. A licensee that has any combination of marihuana licenses may operate separate 
marihuana businesses at the same location, provided each business is permitted in 
the zoning district in which the marihuana business is proposed.  A stacked license 
is considered a single marihuana business for the purposes of operation at the same 
location; however, a stacked license shall not be considered a single marihuana 
establishment for the purposes of the annual fee required to be paid to the City.  

 
D. A laboratory licensed as a marihuana Safety Compliance Facility establishment may 

be co-located with an existing accredited laboratory that is not a licensed Safety 
Compliance Facility establishment with approval by the Agency according to 
criteria required by the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 
333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules. 
 

E. A marihuana Grower establishment, marihuana Processor establishment, and a 
marihuana Retailer establishment shall not be prohibited from operating within a 
single facility or from operating at a location shared with a marihuana facility 
operating pursuant to the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, PA 281 of 
2016, MCL 333.27101 et seq., as amended (MMFLA). 

 
F. A person who holds equivalent licenses with common ownership as defined 

herein, may operate those equivalent licenses at the same location, according to 
the requirements of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, 
MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules, and in accordance with 
this Chapter 1290.00. 

 
G. A licensee with common ownership of a marihuana Retailer and a medical 

marihuana Provisioning Center and operating equivalent licenses at the same 
location shall physically separate the entire inventories and the items on display for 
sale so that individuals may clearly identify medical marihuana products from 
adult-use marihuana products. 

 
H. A person who holds equivalent licenses with common ownership under the Acts, 

and operates at the same location, is not required to have any of the following: 
 

1. Separate business suites, partitions, or addresses. 
2. Separate entrances and exits. 
3. Distinct and identifiable areas with designated structures that are contiguous 

and specific to the state license and the state operating license. 
4. Separate point of sale area and operations. 
 



11 

 

I. One or more owners may own marihuana establishments at the same location; one 
or more licensees may be licensed to operate marihuana establishments at the same 
location.  

 
(5) No marihuana Retailer shall be located within another business. 
 
(6) No marihuana establishment shall be located in an un-zoned area. 

 
(g) Location and Buffering Requirements: 

 
(1) With the exception of a marihuana Retailer as permitted under the Michigan Regulation 

and Taxation of Marihuana Act, no marihuana establishment as permitted by the 
Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act shall be required to be located 
1,000 feet from a pre-existing public or private school providing education in 
kindergarten or any grades 1 through 12. 
 

(2) No marihuana Retailer shall be located within the following: 
 
A. One thousand (1,000) feet of an operational school as defined herein, and within 

one thousand (1,000) feet of school property or a library as defined by the Michigan 
Public Health Code 333.7410. 
 

B. Five hundred (500) feet of the following buffered uses: 
 

1. Public playground as defined herein; 
2. Park as defined herein; 
3. Commercial Child Care establishment that is required to be licensed or 

registered with the State of Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services or its successor agency; 

4. Church as defined by Section 1240.11 of  the City Code.  
 

C. For the purpose of calculating the buffering distance requirements of this section, 
the distance shall be measured as the distance along a horizontal straight line 
beginning at the nearest point to the buffered use on the parcel line of the parcel 
upon which a marihuana Retailer is proposed, to the nearest point on the parcel 
line of the parcel upon which the buffered use is located. 
 

D. For marihuana Retailers located within a multi-tenant commercial retail structure 
or center, the distance to a buffered use shall be measured from the closest 
boundary line of the occupied property or unit of the marihuana Retailer to the 
closest parcel or boundary line of the occupied property of the buffered use.  
Property for a multi-tenant retail structure shall not include the parking area of the 
structure. 

(h) Parking associated with any marihuana establishment shall be on the same lot or parcel as 
the establishment, or on a contiguous lot under the same ownership or control as the 
owner of the lot or parcel on which the marihuana establishment is located, and shall not 
be permitted to be on a non-contiguous lot. 
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1290.07  OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) Operational requirements for a marihuana Retailer establishment shall be as follows: 
 
(1) Every marihuana Retailer shall be located in an enclosed building as defined by Section 

1240.11 (11). 
 

(2) No marihuana Retailer shall be open between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and 9:00 A.M. 
 
(3) The licensee of a marihuana Retailer is authorized by the State of Michigan to obtain 

marihuana from marihuana establishments and to sell or otherwise transfer marihuana 
products to marihuana establishments and to individuals who are 21 years of age or older.  
All transfers of marihuana to or from a separate marihuana establishment shall be by 
means of a marihuana Secure Transporter. 

 
(4) A transfer of marihuana to a marihuana Retailer from a marihuana establishment that 

occupies the same location as the marihuana retailer does not require a marihuana secure 
transporter if the marihuana is transferred to the marihuana retailer using only private real 
property without accessing public roadways. 

 
(5) A licensee who holds two or more marihuana Retailer licenses with common ownership 

at different establishments may transfer marihuana product inventory between the 
licensed marihuana Retailer establishments.  The transferred marihuana product must be 
entered and tracked in the statewide monitoring system.  

 
(6) A marihuana Retailer shall have a separate room that is dedicated as the point of sale area 

for the transfer or sale of marihuana product to customers.  The marihuana Retailer shall 
keep marihuana products behind a counter or other barrier to ensure that customers do 
not have direct access to the marihuana products. 

 
(7) Access to point of sale areas in a marihuana establishment is restricted to persons age 21 

or over.  Where equivalent licenses are held in common ownership for a marihuana 
Retailer establishment and a medical marihuana Provisioning Center facility, and which 
operate in the same location within a business space that is not partitioned, access is 
limited to customers age 18 or older.    

 
(8) All marihuana storage areas within marihuana Retailers shall be separated from any 

customer areas by a permanent barrier.  No marihuana is permitted to be stored in an 
area accessible by customers or the general public. 

 
(9) Any marihuana remaining on the premises of a marihuana Retailer while the Retailer is 

not in operation shall be secured in a locked area in the interior of the premises. 
 
(10) The premises of a marihuana Retailer shall be open for inspection by authorized persons 

during the stated hours of operation and at such other times as anyone is present on the 
premises. 
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(11) No licensed marihuana Retailer shall place or maintain, or cause to be placed or 
maintained, any advertisement of marihuana in any form or through any medium within 
the distance to buffered uses as set forth in Section 1290.06 (g) (1), with the exception 
that a Retailer may establish signs in compliance with the requirements of Chapter 1234 
which regulates signs in the City, and in compliance with Section 1290.08 (x) herein. 

 
(12) A marihuana Retailer may employ an individual to engage in the delivery of a marihuana 

product for sale or transfer to an individual 21 years of age or older at a residential address 
or at the address of a designated consumption establishment provided at the time the 
order is placed. 

 
(13) A marihuana Retailer may accept an online order request of a marihuana product and 

payment for the order that will be delivered only to the physical residence of an 
individual 21 years of age or older or at the address of a designated consumption 
establishment provided by an individual 21 years of age or older. 
 

(14) The applicant and each investor with any interest in the marihuana Retailer 
establishment shall not have an interest in a marihuana Secure Transporter establishment 
or a marihuana Safety Compliance Facility establishment. 

 
(b) Operational requirements for a marihuana Grower Establishment shall be as follows: 
 

(1) A Grower license authorizes the Grower to perform the following: 
 

A. To cultivate not more than the numbers of marihuana plants as authorized under Class 
A (100 plants), Class B (500 plants), or Class C (2,000 plants) licenses; 
 

B. To sell or otherwise transfer marihuana to marihuana establishments; 
 

C. To sell or otherwise transfer marihuana plants to a marihuana Grower by means of a 
marihuana Secure Transporter; 

 
D. To sell or otherwise transfer marihuana without using a secure transporter to a marihuana 

Processor or marihuana Retailer if the following are both met: 
 
1. The marihuana processor or marihuana retailer occupies the same location as the 

marihuana Grower and the marihuana is transferred using only private real property 
without accessing public roadways; 
 

2. The marihuana Grower enters each transfer into the statewide monitoring system. 
 

E. A marihuana Grower is permitted to sell or otherwise transfer marihuana seeds, 
seedlings, tissue cultures, or immature plants to a marihuana Grower from another 
marihuana Grower without using a marihuana secure transporter. 
 

F. To transfer marihuana only by means of a Secure Transporter unless otherwise permitted 
by the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as 
amended (MRTMA). 
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(2) The applicant and each investor with any interest in the marihuana Grower establishment 
shall not have an interest in a marihuana Secure Transporter establishment or a marihuana 
Safety Compliance Facility establishment.  

(3) Consumption and/or use of marihuana shall be prohibited at the Grower establishment; the 
dispensing of marihuana at the Grower establishment shall be prohibited. 

(4) All Grower activity related to the Grower establishment shall be performed in an enclosed 
building as defined by 1240.11 (11), with the exception that cultivation may occur in an 
outdoor area if the outdoor area is contiguous with the building, and the outdoor area is fully 
enclosed by fences or barriers that block outside visibility of the marihuana plants from public 
view, with no marihuana plants growing above the fence or barrier that is visible to the public 
eye.  Outdoor growing areas shall include locked entries only accessible to authorized persons 
or emergency personnel. 

 
(5) Cultivation, processing, sale, or display of marihuana or marihuana accessories shall not be 

visible from a public place outside of the marihuana establishment without the use binoculars, 
aircraft, or other optical aid, as required by the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of 
Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules. 

 
(6) That portion of the establishment where any chemicals such as herbicides, pesticides, and 

fertilizers are stored shall be subject to inspection and approval by the City’s Public Safety 
Department to ensure compliance with the State of Michigan fire codes. 

 
(7) Marihuana Grower establishments shall produce no products other than useable marihuana 

intended for human consumption. 
 

(8) In furtherance of the public health, safety, and welfare, exterior signage or advertising 
identifying the establishment as a marihuana Grower establishment shall be prohibited. 
 

(c) Operational requirements for a marihuana Safety Compliance Facility establishment shall be as 
follows: 
 
(1) A Safety Compliance license authorizes the licensee to perform the following activities without 

the means of a Secure Transporter: 
 
A. Take marihuana from, test marihuana for, and return marihuana to only a licensed 

marihuana establishment. 
 

B. Perform tests to certify that the marihuana is reasonably free of known contaminants in 
compliance with the standards established by the agency.  
 

C. A Safety Compliance Facility establishment license authorizes the licensee to collect a 
random sample of marihuana at the marihuana establishment of a marihuana Grower, 
marihuana Processor, marihuana Retailer, or marihuana Microbusiness for testing. 

 
(2) A Safety Compliance Facility establishment shall become fully accredited by an entity 

approved by the Marijuana Regulatory Agency of the State of Michigan within one year after 
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the date the license is issued, or have previously provided drug testing services to the State of 
Michigan or the State of Michigan court services and is a vendor in good standing. 
 

(3) The applicant and each investor with any interest in the marihuana Safety Compliance Facility 
establishment shall not have an interest in the marihuana establishment of a marihuana 
Grower, marihuana Secure Transporter, marihuana Processor, or marihuana Retailer 
establishment. 

 
(4) A Safety Compliance Facility establishment shall have a secured laboratory space that cannot 

be accessed by the general public, and shall retain at least one laboratory manager with a 
relevant advanced degree in a medical or laboratory science.  

 
(5) All Safety Compliance activity related to the Safety Compliance Facility establishment shall be 

performed in an enclosed building as defined by11240.11 (11).  
 

(6) All marihuana shall be contained within the building in an enclosed, locked establishment. 
 

(7) In furtherance of the public health, safety, and welfare, exterior signage or advertising 
identifying the establishment as a marihuana Safety Compliance Facility establishment shall be 
prohibited. 

 
(d) Operational requirements for a marihuana Processor establishment shall be as follows: 

 
(1) A Processor license authorizes the licensee to purchase or transfer marihuana or marihuana-

infused products from only a licensed marihuana establishment; process and package 
marihuana; and authorizes the sale or otherwise transfer of marihuana or marihuana-infused 
products to only a licensed marihuana establishment.  
 

(2) A Processor license authorizes the Processor to transfer marihuana only by means of a Secure 
Transporter.  
 

(3) A Processor license authorizes the licensee to sell or otherwise transfer marihuana without 
using a secure transporter to a marihuana Processor or marihuana Retailer if the following 
are both met: 

 
A. The marihuana Grower, marihuana Processor, or marihuana Retailer occupies the same 

location as the marihuana Processor and the marihuana is transferred using only private 
real property without accessing public roadways; 
 

B. The marihuana Processor enters each transfer into the statewide monitoring system. 
 

(4) A licensee who holds two or more marihuana processor licenses with common ownership at 
different establishments may transfer marihuana product inventory between the licensed 
marihuana processor establishments.  The transferred marihuana product must be entered 
and tracked in the statewide monitoring system. 
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(5) All Processor activity related to the marihuana Processor establishment shall be performed in 
an enclosed building as defined by 11240.11 (11). 

 
(6) All marihuana shall be contained within the building in an enclosed, locked facility. 

 
(7) In furtherance of the public health, safety, and welfare, exterior signage or advertising 

identifying the establishment as a marihuana Processor establishment shall be prohibited. 
 

(8) All marihuana Processors shall have an employee who is certified as a Food Protection 
Manager. 
 

(9) All marihuana Processors shall be certified by one of the following, as required by the 
Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended 
(MRTMA) and Rules: 
 

A. The International Organization for Standardization (ISO), ISO 22000/ISO/TS 
22002-1, or 

 
B. the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act, 21 USC 2201 to 2252 

 
(10) All marihuana Processors shall comply with all requirements of the Ionia County Health 

Department Sanitary Code regarding food service establishments, and the Michigan Food law, 
Act 92 of 2000 as amended, as applicable. 
 

(e) Operational requirements for a marihuana Secure Transporter establishment shall be as follows: 
 
(1) A Secure Transporter license authorizes the licensee to store and transport marihuana and 

money associated with the purchase or sale of marihuana between marihuana establishments 
for a fee upon request of a person with legal custody of that marihuana or money.  The Secure 
Transporter license does not authorize the transport of marihuana to a registered qualifying 
patient or registered primary caregiver as defined by the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, 
MCL 333.26421 et seq., as amended. 
 

(2) If a marihuana Secure Transporter establishment has its primary place of business in a 
municipality that has not adopted an ordinance prohibiting marihuana establishments, the 
marihuana Secure Transporter may travel through any municipality.      

 
(3) The applicant and each investor with any interest in the marihuana Secure Transporter 

establishment shall not have an interest in a marihuana Grower, Processor, Retailer, or Safety 
Compliance establishment, and shall not hold title to marihuana. 

 
(4) Each driver transporting marihuana shall have a chauffeur’s license as issued by the State of 

Michigan.  Each vehicle transporting marihuana shall be operated by a two-person crew with 
at least one individual remaining with the vehicle at all times during the transportation of 
marihuana.  A route plan and a manifest shall be entered into the statewide monitoring system, 
and a copy shall be carried in the transporting vehicle and presented to a law enforcement 
officer upon request. 
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(5) The marihuana and any money associated with the purchase or sale of marihuana product shall 
be transported in one or more sealed, locked containers and not be accessible while in transit. 
 

(6) A Secure Transporter vehicle shall not bear markings or other indication that it is carrying 
marihuana or a marihuana-infused product. 
 

(7) A marihuana Secure Transporter establishment shall have a primary place of business, and 
shall store its vehicles at its primary place of business.  However, a marihuana Secure 
Transporter vehicle may be stored in a location that is not the primary place of business of the 
Secure Transporter if the vehicle does not contain marihuana products and the address of 
storage is reported to the agency in the licensee’s staffing plan and business plan.  
 

(8) A Secure Transporter is subject to administrative inspection by a law enforcement officer at 
any point during the transportation of marihuana to determine compliance with this chapter, 
and with the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as 
amended (MRTMA) and Rules. 

 
(9) All Secure Transporter activity shall be performed in an enclosed building with the exception 

that loading and unloading of marihuana may take place on a private portion of the Secure 
Transporter establishment outside the Secure Transporter establishment building. 
 

(10) Loading and unloading of Secure Transporter vehicles with marihuana may take place on a 
private, unenclosed portion of any marihuana establishment, provided any area of loading and 
unloading is under video surveillance as required by the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of 
Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules.  In no case shall 
loading and unloading take place in a public place or street, or private place or street which is 
not under the ownership and control of the licensed marihuana establishment. 
 

(11) All marihuana stored at the Secure Transporter establishment shall be contained within the 
building in an enclosed, locked facility.  The timeframe for the secure transporter to maintain 
custody of the marihuana product shall not be more than 96 hours or by permission of the 
Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs of the State of Michigan on a case-by-case 
basis. 

 
(12) In furtherance of the public health, safety, and welfare, exterior signage or advertising 

identifying the establishment as a marihuana Secure Transporter establishment shall be 
prohibited. 
 

(f)  Operational requirements for an Excess Marihuana Grower license shall be as follows: 
(1) An Excess Marihuana Grower license authorizes the sale of marihuana, other than seeds, 

seedlings, tissue cultures, immature plants, and cuttings, to a marihuana processor or 
marihuana retailer. 

 
(2) An Excess Marihuana Grower license shall only be issued to a person who holds five stacked 

Class C Grower licenses issued by the Michigan Marihuana Regulatory Agency under the 
Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, and at least two Class C Grower 
licenses issued by the Agency under the Michigan Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing 
Act. 
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(3) The Agency shall set the total marihuana plant count for an Excess Marihuana Grower 

license in increments of 2,000 marihuana plants not in excess of the total marihuana plants 
permitted under Grower Class C licenses held under the Michigan Medical Marihuana 
Facilities Licensing Act. 

 
(4) An Excess Marihuana Gower licensee is subject to all requirements for a marihuana Grower 

as provided for the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act; all rules 
promulgated by the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA); and 
to all requirements for a marihuana Grower Establishment herein. 

 
1290.08  OPERATIONAL REGULATIONS THAT APPLY TO ALL MARIHUANA 
ESTABLISHMENTS. 

(a) Marihuana establishments shall comply at all times and in all circumstances with the Michigan 
Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA) and 
Rules; and the Marihuana Tracking Act, PA 282 of 2016, MCL 333.27901 to 333.27904. 
 

(b) A marihuana establishment may not allow cultivation, processing, sale, or display of marihuana 
or marihuana accessories to be visible from a public place outside of the marihuana establishment 
without the use of binoculars, aircraft, or other optical aids. 
 

(c) A marihuana establishment may not cultivate, process, test, or store marihuana other than a 
physical location approved by the Department and within an enclosed area that is secured in a 
manner that prevents access by persons not permitted by the marihuana establishment to access 
the area. 
 

(d) A marihuana Grower, marihuana Retailer, Marihuana Processor, or marihuana Safety 
Compliance Facility or agents acting on their behalf may not transport more than 15 ounces of 
marihuana or more than 60 grams of marihuana concentrate at one time.  
 

(e) A marihuana establishment shall be partitioned from any other marihuana business or activity, 
any other business, or any dwelling, except as provided by the Michigan Regulation and Taxation 
of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules, for marihuana 
operations at the same location. 
 

(f) A marihuana establishment shall have distinct and identifiable areas with designated structures 
that are contiguous and specific to the marihuana license. 
 

(g) A marihuana establishment shall have separate entrances and exits, inventory, record keeping, 
and point of sale operations, if applicable. 

 
(h)  Marihuana establishments shall not allow onsite or as part of the marihuana establishment   any 
of the following: 

 
(1) Sale, consumption or serving of food except for as provided by Rules as promulgated by 

the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs; 
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(2) Sale, consumption, or use of alcohol or tobacco products on the premises; 

 
(3) Consumption, use, or inhalation of a marihuana product. 

 
(i) Access to areas of the marihuana establishment that are not point of sale areas is restricted to the 
licensee, employees of the licensee; crew members of a marihuana Secure Transporter establishment; 
the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, through its investigators, agents, and auditors; 
the state police; and law enforcement officials.   
 

(j) No marihuana establishment may allow a person under 21 years of age to volunteer or be 
employed by the marihuana establishment. 

 
(k) Access to areas of the marihuana establishment shall be provided to any person required to 

complete an inspection of any portion of the building, structure, or use to ensure compliance 
with any applicable City, Ionia County, State of Michigan, and federal laws or regulations. 
 

(l) The licensee shall maintain a log tracking all visitors to a Marihuana establishment in compliance 
with the Marihuana Tracking Act, PA 282 of 2016, MCL 333.27901 to 333.27904.  The visitor 
log must be available at all times for inspection by the Michigan Department of Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs, and its investigators, agents, and auditors, or the state police to determine 
compliance with the act and Rules. 
 

(m) With the exception of staff meetings, employee training, and similar events associated with the 
operation of the marihuana establishment, no activities such as tours, corporate events, weddings, 
parties, receptions, or other similar events may occur on the premises of a marihuana 
establishment at any time. 
 

(n) The marihuana establishment must be at a fixed location. Mobile marihuana establishments and 
drive-through, drive-up, or walk-up operations are prohibited. Any sales or transfers of marihuana 
product by mail order or on consignment are prohibited.  

 
(o) A state operating license issued under the act must be framed under a transparent material and 

prominently displayed in the marihuana establishment. 
 
(p) Processors, Growers, and Safety Compliance establishments shall implement appropriate exhaust 

ventilation systems to mitigate noxious gasses or other fumes used or created as part of any 
production process or operations.  Exhaust ventilation equipment must be appropriate for the 
hazard involved and must comply with any applicable fire codes and Michigan mechanical codes.  
No marihuana shall be cultivated, grown, manufactured, processed, tested, or provided in any 
manner that would emit odors reasonably discernable to another person beyond the interior of 
the building or occupied portion of the building where the marihuana establishment is located. 

 
(q) All marihuana establishments shall be securely locked, including all interior rooms, windows, and 

points of entry and exits with commercial-grade, nonresidential door locks as reviewed and 
approved by the appropriate building inspection officials and the City’s Public Safety Department.  
Authorized access to a marihuana establishment shall be only by the licensee or employees as 
approved by the licensee.  An alarm system shall be maintained. 
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(r) One or more emergency contact persons with phone numbers shall be provided to the City’s 

Public Safety Department and the public safety officials of other jurisdictions if requested by the 
City. 

 
(s) All marihuana establishments shall have a video surveillance system that meets all requirements 

of the rules promulgated by the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) to 
establish rules for the purpose of implementing the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of 
Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules. 
 

(t) Marihuana product that is to be destroyed or is considered waste shall be rendered into an 
unusable and unrecognizable form and recorded in the State of Michigan statewide monitoring 
system; destroyed marihuana products or waste shall not be sold; all marihuana waste shall be 
disposed of according to the requirements of the rules promulgated by the Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) to establish rules for the purpose of implementing the 
Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended 
(MRTMA) and Rules. 

 
(u) Wastewater generated during the cultivation of marihuana and processing of marihuana products 

shall be disposed of in compliance with applicable City, Ionia County, State of Michigan, and 
federal laws and regulations. 

 
(v) All applicable building, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, water, wastewater, and any other 

applicable permits shall be obtained from the City or other applicable governmental authority for 
any portion of the building or structure in which electrical wiring, lighting, mechanical, plumbing, 
watering, cultivating, growing, harvesting, testing, processing, and other devices that support any 
operation associated with the marihuana establishment are located. 

 
(w) Verification in writing shall be provided by the City’s Public Safety Department that the 

establishment meets all requirements for fire protection.  
 

(x) Marketing and advertising regulations for all marihuana establishments are as follows: 
 
(1) Marihuana establishments shall comply with the City Code, state law, and administrative 
Rules regulating signs and advertising. 

 
(2) A licensee shall not advertise marihuana product where the advertisement is visible to 
members of the public from any street, sidewalk, park, or other public place, with the 
exception that a marihuana Retailer establishment may include a sign or signs as regulated by 
the City Code, subject to the following: 

 
A. No sign shall advertise a specific marihuana product, or pricing, or special sale of any 

marihuana product; 
 

B. A sign may include the words “Cannabis” or “Marihuana” and/or graphics such as 
leaves but excluding graphics of specific products; 
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C. A sign may include the name of the establishment. 
 

(3) Marihuana products shall be marketed or advertised as “marihuana” for use only by 
persons age 21 or older.  Marihuana shall not be advertised or marketed to members of 
the public unless the person advertising the product has reliable evidence that no more 
than 30 percent of the audience or readership is reasonably expected to be under the age 
of 21.  
 

(4) Marihuana products shall not be marketed or advertised to persons younger than 21 years 
of age.  Sponsorships targeted to members younger than 21 years of age are prohibited. 

 
(y) Any marihuana establishment shall not be operated in an occupied residence. 

 
(z) No marihuana establishment shall be operated in a manner creating noise, dust, vibration, glare, 
or fumes beyond the boundaries of the property on which the marihuana establishment is operated; 
or odors detectable to normal senses beyond the interior of the building or occupied portion of the 
building where the marihuana establishment is located; or any other nuisance that hinders the public 
health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the City. 
 
(aa) A marihuana establishment shall be open for inspection by authorized local, state, county, or 
federal officials at any time during hours of operation and at other times as anyone is present on the 
premises. 
 
(bb) Licensees and applicants shall notify the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, state 
police, and local law enforcement authorities within 24 hours of theft or loss of any marihuana 
product or criminal activity.  
    
(cc) Licensees shall comply with any other operational measures requested by the Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) that are not inconsistent with the Michigan Regulation 
and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules. 

 
1290.09  APPLICATION AND PROCESSING PROCEDURES. 

(a)  As required by the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et 
seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules, the Department shall forward a copy of any complete 
application for a marihuana establishment license to the City.  The Department shall determine 
whether the applicant and the premises qualify for a state license, and shall notify the applicant 
of approval of a license or send the applicant notice of rejection within 90 days. 

 
(b) An application for special land use approval for a marihuana establishment shall be in 

accordance with the application procedures for Special Land Uses as required by Chapter 1274 
of the City Code, including a site plan prepared according to the requirements of Chapter 
1276. 

 
(c) A notice for public hearing as required by Section 1274.03(d), and as required by Section 

1276.05 (b) shall be additionally sent to all properties within the distance as required for those 
buffered uses as required by Section 1290.06 (g) (1). 
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(d) In addition to all application materials as required for a special land use, an application for a 

marihuana establishment, on a form as approved by the City Council, shall be completed and 
submitted by the applicant. 

 
(e) The application shall include the following information in addition to any additional 

information as required by the application form for a marihuana establishment: 
 

(1) The City may request from the applicant a copy of the Entity/Individual Prequalification 
Application Packet for a marihuana establishment operating license as required to be 
submitted to the State of Michigan. 
 

(2) A copy of the proposed Business Plan if requested by the Planning Commission. 
 
(3) Proof of ownership of the entire premises wherein the marihuana establishment is to be 

operated; or written consent from the property owner of use of the premises for a marihuana 
establishment, and a copy of any lease agreement. 

 
(4) A description of the security plan for the marihuana establishment, prepared as required by 

the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et seq., as 
amended (MRTMA) and Rules, including but not limited to any lighting, alarms, barriers, 
recording or monitoring devices, and security guard arrangements proposed for the 
establishment and its premises.  Each marihuana establishment shall have a security guard 
present during business hours, or alternative security measures approved by the Planning 
Commission as a condition of special land use approval. 

 
(5) A professionally prepared scaled drawing of the floor plan of the marihuana establishment 

including uses of all floor areas.  Locations of all interior and exterior security recording 
devices shall be shown on the floor plan. 

 
(6) A diagram of any proposed text or graphic materials to be shown on the exterior of the 

proposed marihuana establishment.  
 
(7) A location area map showing the distance to all buffered uses as required in Section 1290.06 

(g) (1).  Each buffered use shall be labeled on the location area map. 
 

(8) A waste disposal plan, indicating how all waste products, including marihuana that is to be 
destroyed or is considered waste, will be disposed of and prevented from being ingested by 
humans or animals.  In no case shall waste be burned on site, or introduced into the sanitary 
sewer system or stormwater management system. 

 
(9) A signed affidavit that neither the applicant nor any investor with an interest in the 

marihuana establishment is in default to the City for failure to pay any property taxes, income 
taxes, special assessments, fines, fees, or other financial obligation to the City. 

 
(10) In the case of an application for a Grower establishment, a chemical and pesticide storage 

plan that states the names of the pesticides, herbicides, and any other chemicals that will be 
used in cultivation, and a plan for disposal of unused pesticides, herbicides, and chemicals. 
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(f) All applications for special land use approval for a marihuana establishment shall be accompanied 

by an application fee of $5,000, or a fee as set by resolution of the City Council. 

(g) All applications for a special land use for a marihuana establishment shall obtain a building permit 
for any building utilized as a proposed marihuana establishment, or for a change of occupancy 
for an existing building to be utilized as a proposed marihuana establishment, from the 
governmental entity having jurisdiction to approve building permits in the City under the Stille-
DeRossett-Hale single state construction code act, PA 230 of 1972. 

(h) Any other information requested by the Planning Commission, the City Council, or other 
municipal official in order to complete the review of the application. 

1290.10  STANDARDS FOR APPROVAL. 

An approval of a marihuana establishment in the City shall only be made when in substantial 
compliance with the following standards: 

(a) The standards for approval for all special land uses in Section 1274.04. 
 
(b) The standards for approval of all site plans in Section 1276.07. 
 
(c) Compliance with any requirements for public safety as stated in writing by the City’s Public Safety 

Department, Ionia County, and the State of Michigan. 
 
(d) Compliance with all requirements and conditions of this Chapter 1290.00. 
 
(e) Compliance with all applicable requirements of the City Code. 
 
(f) Compliance with all requirements of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, 

MCL 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules. 
 

(g)  Compliance with all requirements of the Marihuana Tracking Act, PA 282 of 2016, MCL 
333.27901 et seq., as amended. 

 
 
 
1290.11  VARIANCES. 

(a)  A application for a variance from any requirement of this Chapter or any other requirement of 
the City Code applicable to a marihuana establishment shall be as required by Chapter 1244 of the 
City Code with the exception that a notice for public hearing as required by Section 1244.07 for a 
variance for a marihuana Retailer establishment shall be additionally sent to all properties within the 
distance as required for those buffered uses as required by Section 1290.06 (g) (1). 

(b)  In no case shall a decision regarding the approval of a special land use be appealed to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals. 

1290.12  CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP, LICENSEE, OR LOCATION 



24 

 

(a)  Upon change of ownership of any approved marihuana establishment, the Community 
Development Director shall require the owner and licensee to provide information in writing to 
demonstrate any physical or operational characteristics that are proposed to be altered under the new 
owner, or a statement in writing that no physical or operational changes are proposed. 

(b)  If changes to the approved site plan are proposed, a site plan prepared according to the 
requirements of Chapter 1276 shall be submitted that shows any proposed changes to the site plan. 

(b)  The proposed new owner shall provide proof of licensing by the State of Michigan for the 
approved marihuana establishment. 

(c)  The Community Development Director shall determine whether the change in ownership and 
any proposed changes in the approved site plan, shall require a public hearing and approval by the 
Planning Commission as required by Section 1290.09 (c) herein. 

(d)  The Community Development Director may, at his or her discretion, approve the proposed 
change in ownership, and any changes proposed to the site plan, without a public hearing. 

(e)  In no case shall an approved marihuana establishment be approved or used for a different type 
of marihuana establishment except in accordance with all requirements and procedures of this Chapter 
1290. 

(f) A change of location of a marihuana establishment after licensure requires a new license according 
to the requirements of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, MCL 333.27951 et 
seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules.  A change of location of a marihuana establishment after 
licensure, or a change of licensee at a location previously approved as a marihuana establishment, 
requires application for approval as a special land use by the City according to the requirements of 
this Chapter 1290. 
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