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Ci‘ty of Ionia., Michigan

lonia ts a city of from 6,000 to 7,000
people, loeated in the central portion of
Tonia county, on the Detroit, Gramd
Haven & Milwankee division of the
Grand Tronk Railway System, and on
the Lansing, Tonia & Big Rapids di-
vision of the Pere Marquette Railway,
125 miles northwest of Detroit, 36
northwest of Langing aud 33 east of
Grand Rapids.

Ionia city is the county seat of lonia
eonnty, and situated in the midst of
oune of the fnest frrming seetions ot the
state. The spirit of progress which is
pushing this city to the front is best
shown by the large nwmber of manu-
facturing establishments loeated lere,
the handaome business blocks wud ele-
pant residenees which stand as monu-
ments to the fhrift and centerprise of
her business men.

With the two great railway systems
mentioned above, whose brancles reach
every section of the state, Tonia has
superior indueements to offer desirable
manufacturing establishments, In this
age of spiritcd competition, shipping fu-
cilities play a very important part in
determining the cost of placing any

artiele upon the market, and with these

two great railway systems competing: in the

for the business, Tonia manufacturers i
are assured of receiving anv and ull!
accommodations possible in the trans-:
portation of raw materials and the ﬁn-i
ished products.

Prior to 1833 this immediate section |
of the state had not been penetrated,
except by an oerasional trapper, hunter
Indian

or some missionary with an !
i guide hound for the north. With these!
exceptions, nature hehl full sway;

|

!

hears, wolves, deer and other smaller,
wild animals were abundant, and the
Grand River, unobstrueted by dams,:
wended its way through the valley and !
on to Lake Michigan,

Though n little less than three-fourths |
of a century has passed sine: the first
wlhite setiler located in this region, it |
s been converted from a dense wilder- |
negs inte a enltivated and produetive!
country, affording all the ronveniences
and comforts of advanced civilization. s
The spring of 1833 witnessed the ar-’
vival of Samuel Dexter and his asso- |
viates, Erastus Yeomans, Oliver Arvnold,
Dariug Winsor, Edward and Joel Guild, |

Dro W, B. Lincoln, who seught homes
trand River valley, It is as-
serted, and doubtless is a Tact, that the
Grand River (which then and for many
years after was cousidered a navigable
stream) was the inducement whieh led
the members of Judge Dexter’s party
of colonists to fix thelr homes so far
away from setilements already estab-
lished. Be that as it may, it is certain
that quite o number of other settlors
followred  the course of the “Dexter
trail®* and lecated in this county later
in the same year.

Following the settlement of the Dex-
ter colony, in May, 1833, came Henry
V. Libhart to the southeast corner of
wlat is now lounin township, the Cor-
nells to Kaston, John 1B Morrison to
Berlin, and Philo Bogue and John Milne
to Portland, all of whom leeame set-
tlers within the couuty before the close
of the year 1833, Among those who
came tu 1834 were Iranklin Chubb and
Nathan Benjamin, who loeated in what
is now Lyony township; George W.
Case, [lorace (Yase and the Connor
Lrothers in Kuston; John MeKelvey
atd Uodd DBnnnell in Tonia township.

Publi~ Library Building.
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MAYOR JOHN F. BIBLE.
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In the year 1885 the population of the
countv was still further inereased by
the rettlement of Alunzo Sessions and
brother, Job, in Berlin townunship; Chan-
cellor Barringer, in Danby; and Selab
Arms, the first settler in Orvange, The
great inflax of immigraots from New
York to Michigan in 1830 and the es-
tablishment of a Uniled States Land
Office in the village of TIomia were
eanses which greatly increased the num-
ber of inhabitants over the entire
county, and in fact in this section of
the state.

Barly in 1833 the Indian traders and
their cmployes, then the only white
people residing in the county, inaugu-
rated measures looking toward the es-
tablishment of a county seat, ther gend-
ing a petition to Governor Porter, in
March of that year, asking that com-
missioners be appointed for that puar-
pose. Before any aetion was taken,
SBamuel Dexter and his associates ar-

East Main Street, Ionia, Mich.

rived and settled permanenily on and ! amd in July of the same year they also
near the present site of the cify of! forwarded a peotition te Governor Por-
-] ter, asking that commissioners be ap-
pointed to determine upon a place suit-
| able for the erection of a ecourt houae
anid other eounty buildings, TUnfortu-
| uately the new county of lonia pos-
!seased two loealities deemed advan-
itageous for the establishment of a
"ounty seat, according to thc loeation
of the settler. One party was com-
posed of the original settlers of Ionia
city and that vieinity, while their op-
ponents were their neighbors up the
criver at Lyons, assisted by the early
: residlents of the township of Portland.
?.\s a consequence there were two op-
- posing parties, each striving for mas-
fery.

In Srptember of 1433, Governor Por-
ter appeinted a commission te locate
the ¢ounty seat, they visiting this city
in the latter part of Oetober. After
deliberation the commissioners

Fred Cook, City Clerk.

Tonia. The county aeat question at
onee became uppermost in their minds, ' due
i

An Automobile Parade at Ionia.

0 e Y U 1 Y O

]
L}
i
]
1
i
]
]
i
1
1
i
¥
i
¥
[}
L}
L]
]
i
!
]
I
i
]
i
I
L]
1]
L}
i
L
1
i
i
i
I
]
I
i
L]
i
1
i
1
i
¥
i
[
[}
L]
i
i
i
]
1
1
1
1
]
1
L]
i
'
]
I
]
¥
i
L}
i
L
¥
1
i
(]
i
i
L]
i
1
!
!
L]
i
i
L]
¥
L}
I3
1
]
1
i
i
1
]
¥
¥
¥
i
i
i
1
]
L]
i
L)
L]
L)
i
i
1
]
i
L]
L
L)
1]
1
L]
i
L]
i
L]
i
b ]
L]
L}
L3
L
1
i
L3
L]
i
1
]
]
¥
L]
L}
i



1
]
]
T
1
1
1
L
1
n
B
n
L3
]
i
L]
n
1
i
n
L]
n
1
1
L]
[
[
[l
L]
]
n
n
L]
L}
a
)
t
[
L}
1
1
1
L}
L}
1
1
L]
[
n
a
L
L3
n
L]
n
n
n
]
]
n
n
n
[]
[]
[
]
n
1
1
L]
L3
T
1
[
1
1
1
L}
]
1
]
L
n
n
L]
[]
[l
]
n
a
T
3
[]
[]
1
1
1
"
1
1
]
]
L3
n
]
n
n
L}
L]
[]
L]
n
n
L]
I
[
L9
L}
1
L}
1
[]
[
1
1
1
)
n
[
u
n
]
]
n
L]
]
1
[
[}
1
1
1
]
[}
]
L}
n
1
1
L}
L]
L]
n
n
n
§
i
L

made cholee of Innds owned by SBamuel

Dexter, gituatrd in the worth half of -

-

section 19, township 7 north, range &
west, that being the present site of the
county bnildings.

The news of their determination and
procecdings wag soon noised abroad,
and remounstrances were forwarded to
the Governor hy those opposing the se-
lection of that loration. Governor Por-

ter died July 6, 134, withont haviug;

confirmed by proclamation the finding
of this commission; neither did he or-
der a vevision of their work by the
appeintment of another commission.
Hon. Stevens T. Mason then hecame
Tovernor, and the fight was renewoed
before him. llowever, soon after as-
suming the duties of the office he be-
eame involved in a warm dispute with
the authorities of the state of Ohio re-
garding the houndary line between
these two states. His excellency de-
voted nearly his entire time to this con-
troversy, and matters pertaining to the
Tonia county seat struggle were eon-
gidered too ingignificant for attention
at that time,

Fonrth Ward School Building.

However, the inhobitants of this lo- | lamation eonfirming the report of the

rality hecame vestive nnder the long | commissioners.

Then petitions  were

tdlelay, and the non-appearanee of a proe-| again cirwnlated and forwarded to the

—
B 7
)

LI

Ionia High School Building.
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Court House Park in Winter, from Christ’s Church.

Sheriff—Elhanan W, Curtis.

County Clerk—Asa Bunnell.

Clounty Treasurer—John E, Morrison.
Register of Deeds—Adam L. Roof.

(tovernor, which seemn to have settle(i%
the matter. Although there seems to
be no record of the precise date of the }
proclamation confirming the report of
the commission, it is certain that it was County Surveyor—Buel H. Mann.
issued during the latter part of 1833 or! Coroners—Philo Bogue and Thaddens
early in 1836, and the seat of justice in. 0. Warner.
Tonia county etill remains where it was: People of this generation, recred
first located in the fall of 1833. | among the conveniences of the twen-
During the winter of 1836-7, petitions | tieth eentury, know absolutely nothing
were cireulated, numerously signed, and | of the hardships and pleasures attend-
forwarded to the state legislature, then ant upon pioneer life. The attractive-
in sessiomn, asking that the eounty of | ness of our beautiful farms and pie-
Tonia be duly organized. These peti-:turesque landscapes, dotted here and
tions were promptly and favorably | there with neat and substantial resi-
acted upon, the bill creating this county i dences and modern farm buildings, pre-
being signed by the Governor, March |sent a very pleasing picture as well as
18, 1837. In accordance with the pro-}a strong contrast to the humble log
visions of this act, the first election for ) eabin of the ‘‘thirties,”’ whose walls
the selection of county officers was held | sheltered a few articles of rude furni-
on the
1837, and resulted as follows:
Assoelate Judge—Isane Thompson.
Judge of Probate—William D. Moore,

¢
!vards were the repositories for the
cross-cut saw, the beetle and the ax,

Many of the men who werc very largely

instrumental in the development of this
immediate locality were horn beneath
these humble roofs, their infantile cries
being hushed by a mother’s soft lullaby
as she roeked them to sleep in a cradle
improvised from a basswood sugar
trough.

The early settlers coming into the
new country found themselves subjeect
to the pressing demands of nature.
Away from ecivilization, vet they must
After the first meager stock of
supplies was exhausted, they were
obliged to go out after more, the near-
est reliable points then being Pontiae
and Grand Haven, several days’ jour-
ney distant and through dense forests
and over roads almost impassable for
travel, even on foot. From these poinis
must e¢ome all provisions, flour, ete., as

live.

i¢gecond Mondav of April, | ture, while the stumps in the door-| well as all mail. How great is the con-

trast beiween the conditions of the
“‘thirties’’ and 1907, when the farmer
can sit in his eomfortable home and

Approach to Highland Cemetery.
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telephone the merchant, miller or doe-
tor for the necessities of the occasion,
and while waiting their delivery read
his daily paper, delivered at his door
by the carriers of the rural free deliv-
ery service! The younger people, who
knew none of the privations of pioneer
life, eannot fully appreciate the conve-
niences and comforts of the modern
homes and times,

Samuel Dexter was known as the
father of the ecity of Jlonia, and his
name has long been honored from the
faet that he and a band of sturdy as-
soeiates plucked from the willerness a
cluster of happy homes and ereated
what has since grown to be a handsome
and prosperous eity. Mr. Dexter is re-
garded as Tonia’s founder, not Leeause
he made the first settlement upon its
site, but because he conceived and ma-
tured the project that led to the settle-
ment. When he made his home here he
was but one of a colony, yet the recog-
nized leader, whose members reached
this spot on the same day.

M., Dexter lived in Herkimer county,
New York, and on hehalf of himself
and friends made a journey to Michigan
in the fall of 1832, for the purpose of
selecting lands wpon which to make a
seftlement. It i= said that he faneied
lands near where the village of Lyons
now stands, and would have selected a
tract in that locality, only that he
found that prospeetors had been before
him and that the lands he wished had
already been cnicred at the Jand office,
although not then actually settled upon.
S0 he pushed on to the west until he
reached the present site of the eity of
Tonia, when he ecame to the conclusion
that this was the seetion that he wished.
Having reached that eonclusion, he has-
tened to the nearest land office, then
located at White Pigeon, where he en-
tered this land and then returned to
his home in New York. The winter

was devoted by Mr. Dexter and his as-
sociates to preparing for their journey
to Michigan, the start being made
April 25th, 1833, and 33 days later the
journey ended upon the banks of Grand
River, where the present city of Tonia
stands.

The first frame house built in the
city of Iomia vas that of Dr. Linecoln,
erected in 1834. ‘

The first white child horn was Eu-
gene, son of Darius Winsor, whose birth
occurred August 12, 1833,

The first death in the new settle-
ment was also in the family of Darius
Winsor, being their six-year-old daungh-
ter, in the fall of 1833, :

The first wedding in the settlementl
was that of Dr. W. B. Lincoln to Anthy
P., daughter of Oliver Arnold, the mar-
riage taking place on Sunday, July 5,!
1835, Bquire Dexter performing the cer-|
AMONY, i

The first store in the city of Tonia .
was established by Lloyd & TenEyck,
in the fall of 1836, when they rented
Samuel Dexter’s barn, whieh they oceu-
pied until they conld put wp a store
building, which was simply a hastily
construeted bloek house, located at
about the eormer of Main and Third
streets,

There was no tavern in the village
until early in 1538, although there were
a number of hoarding houses before
that, the old log eabin known as the
‘“Union House’’ being opened by Tze-
kiel Weleh early in the spring of that
year. The frame for the structure
afterward called the Eagle Tavern was,
however, raised in July, 1837, but the
enterprise was lcft uncompleted until
1843, when Abel Avery bought and fin-
ished it, opening with a flourish of
trumpets and christening it the ** Grand
River Eagle.’” This hotel was erected
on the corner now oeccupied by the
Hotel Bailey,

SBoldiers’ Monument, Court Housa Park.

The first school in the new settlement
was opened by Dr. Lincoln in the winter
of 1834-5, his oflice being nsed as a
schoolroem. After Dr. Lincoln’s ef-
tort, the cause of education was taken
in hand by Mason Hearsey, who opened
the first public school in the fall of
1835.

The first newspaper published in the
city of Tonia was in the fall of 1843,
being established by Ira W. Robinson,
who called it the Tonia Journal, It was
a five-column folio, each page being
12x16 inches in size. Mr. Robinson con-
tinued the publication of the Jouznal
some three or four years, whenm, in con-
sequence of becowmning involved in busi-

Scene on Grand River at Ionia,
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ness relations mot altogether pleasant,
he abandoned the plant and departed
for fields unknown.

In December, 1818, K. R. Powell, of
Howell, Mich., came to Tomnia and pur-
chased the material formerly used in
the publication of the Journal, and es-
tablighed the Tonia Gazette, the initial
namber being issued on the first Tues-
day of January, 1849. My, Powell con-
tinued the publication of the Gazette
until August, 1867, when he sold to the
publishers of the Sentinel, removing to
Stanton, and there establishing the
Montealm Herald.

The lonia Hentinel was established
in 1866 by John (. Taylor and Thomas
G. Stevenson, and from the day of its
first publieation down to the present
time has enjoyed a wide cireulation and
a prominent position among the Repub-
lican papers of this section and the
state. The daily edition was estab-
lished in the winter of 1879-80,

The Tomia Standard was established
at Saranac in 1870, and in 1872 removed
to the county seat. It has from the day
of its birth been recognized as the lead-
ing Demoecratic paper in this section.

The first railroad to enter either the
city or eounty of Ionia was what is
now known as the D, G. H. & M, di-
vision of the Grand Trunk svstem,
That sestion of this road between De-
troit and Pontiae was commenced as
early as 1834, but it was not until 1838

East Main Strect, near Court Honse,

that even that section was operated.
Then the rails were of wood, the cars
of a most inferior class, and propelled
by horse-power. By degrees this road
was improved, developed, extended and
consolidated with other projeets until it
reached this ecity in the fall of 1857,
and in November, 1858, heing com-
pleted through to Grand Haven.

What is now known as the Grand
Ledge, Tonia & Big Rapids division of
the Pere Marquette system was. com-
pleted between this city and Lansing
in December, 1869, and at that time
known as the Lansing & Tonia railroad.
It afterwurd beeame a part of the De-
troit, Lansing & Northern railroad, and
by degrees was extended to Greenville,
Iloward City and Big Rapids, finally
veaching the latter city in 1880,

The village of Ionia was incorporated
under the general laws of Michigan by
the board of supervisors, October 13,
1857. The villagers never took kindl¥
to this charter, as they believed that
its provisions were mnot what was
needed. At the time of the ineorpora-
tion, in 1857, A. F. Bell was chosen vil-
lage president; A, B. Clark, village
clerk; I'rancis B, Miner, villuge mar-
shal. 8o little interest was taken in the
progress of municipal affaivs that the
village records were shortly lost or cast
aside as worthless. Tn this condition of
public sentiment the munieipal organi-
zation soom eollapsed, and the village

resumed its mormal position as a part
of the township.

After maintaining an inactive exist-
cnce until 1865, the village was rein-
corporated by legislative act, approved
IFehruary 17, 1865. By some mischance,
the village records under this incorpo-
ration, from 1865 to 1870, have been
lost, and there is a secontd break in the
official records.

In 1872 Ionia had grown to such pro-
portions that there was talk of adopt-
ing a citv form of government, and
duving the winter of ’72-3 this topie
vwag very generally discussed, finally re-
sulting in petitions being presented to
the state legislature, then in session,
asking city incorporation. The aet in-
corporating Tonia as a city was passed
by the legislature and approved by the
Governor, Mareh 21, 1873. The first
election in the mew city of Ionia was
held April 7, 1873, an® resulted in the
election of the following gentlemen ug
the first eorps of city officials:

Mavor—TIrederick Hall,

City Clerk—Hiram A. (hapman.

Treasurer—Jaseph I, Hudson.

Collector—Charles W. Stone.

Justices of the Peace—John M. Stacy,
Bylvester Taylor, William B. Thomas,
Henry Mitchell,

Constables -~ ~-Daniel P. Chapman,
%enr}' Ramlow, Andrew .J. Welch, Quear

ean.

Pere Marquette Railway Bridge across Grand River at Ionia.
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Aldermen.

First Ward—@G, F. D, Wilson, A. B,
Morae,

Second Ward—~George H. McMullen,
John H., Tubbs.

Third Ward—Osmund
T.. Taylor.

Fourth Ward—I. II.
Willinm W, Miteheil.

Supervisors—Mason Hearaer, Chaun-
cey Waterbury.

In the 34 years wince lonia besame a
city, great advancement Las heen made
in the wzy of munieipal improvements,
and the feeling is that the city hag in
a general way been well governed; the
expenditure of public meney bas heen
carefully and consistently looked after,
to the end that the city has received as
good value as possible for all moneys
paid for pohbiie neevssities and im-
provements, Following are the pres-
ent corps of ity ofticers:

Mayor—dJohn 17, Rills,

Clerk—Fred Coolk.

Treasurer—John Miller.

Attorney—Alfred R. Locke,

Water Commissioner—('harles Girard,

Tower, Joln

TLutehinson,

Alderman.

First Ward—Geo. (% Batson, Fred R.
(!nine.

Secon] Ward—John (. Tayvlor, John
Waideliel,

Third Ward—arthur .J.
Louis Speckin, Jr.

Fourth Ward—William
R. A. Redemsky,

Board of Public Works.
Miehael I,

Ashdown,

E. Snwvder,

Vizard, Henry Witzel,

Henry (able.
Board of Education.
J.J. Fowle, J. ¢ Taylor, V. U.

Smith, 0. 8. Wright, Jai. Vosper, I AL
Stiven.
Library Commission.

Mrs, O. 8, Tower, Fred Cutler, Jr,
Miss Ela Hutching, BElvert M. Davig,
Mra., Levi Marsghall.

Cemetery Commission.

L, H. Conton, C. O, Thompson, J, T.
Taylor,

Fere Marqguette Depot at Ionia.

In wunicipal improvements the city
of lonin is fully up with other cities of
her gine, and to a considerable number
of them sets an example of what may
be aecomplished Dy thrift, enterprise
and plenty of puhblie spivit,

The publie schools of the eity are nn-
excelled in any place of equal size in
the state of Michigan, and this excel-
lent eduneational system has won much
praise from the outside world.

The ¢ity has a very complete water
system for domestic purposes and fire
protection. A strong and thoroughly
equipped fire department furnishes ex-
celient  protection, and nakes
ancc rates as low as can be found in
anv city of like size in Miehigan,

Main street has been
brick for a distance of over one mile.
The city has gas and eleciric light com-
panies engaged in the business of pub-
lie and ecommereial lighting. The VWost-
ern Union and Postal Telegraph com-
panies each reach Tonia, while the Citi-
zens’ and Michigan Bell telephone com-
panies maintain exchanges here.
is also veached by the Wational, Ameri-

insur-

paved with'

Lonia !

can and United States express com-
panies.

One thing whieh seems destined to do
much in promoting the future growth
of the eity of Tonia is the Ionia Boarid
of Trade, an organization of her busi-
ness men banded together for the pur-
pese of promoting the interests of the
city along all legitimate lines. Tts
membership now embraces nearly all of
the live and hustling business men of
the eity, and the association is ecarry-
ing out a system of hustling which
i must prove of substantial benefif. The
+otfieers of the asspeiation are:

President—George BE. Nichols.

Pirst  Viee-Pregident—-B. T\
lagher.

Becond Vice-President—Bert Lamp-
kin.

Seeretary—Laurence W. Smith.

! Treasurer—A. J. Hemingway,

Direetors—J. 1. Bible, H. B. Wehber,
| W. B. Heath, H. R. Wagar, .John
| Thwaites, K. R. Smith, Chas. A. Ire-
| landl, G. F. Phelps, Fred Cutler, Jr.,
J. . Tields, A, 1. Stevenson, . B.
Wardel,

Gal-

Pere Marquette Railway Shops at Iunia,
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Michigan Reformatory.

At the legislative session of 1875 an
"ieb, 1, 1883,

appropriation was made for the State
House of Correction, and in 1877 the
first prisoners were received by trans-
fer from Jackson to asgsist in the work
of building, which was nearly com-
pleted in 1880 at a cost of about $250,-
000. The first Board of Control was:
Westbrook
Thomas F.

Hampton Rieh, of Tonia;
Divine,

Moore, of Adrian.

of Belding, antd

The Wardens have heen as follows:
John J.
July 1, 1881,

Grifton, June 26, 1877, to

Maj. 1, C. Watkins, July 1, 1881, to
David R.
Feh. 2, 1883,
Maj K. C.
Fel. 2, L1891,

Waters, Feb. 1, 1883, to

Yatking, Febh. 2, 1883, ta

Fugene Pargell, Feb. 2, 1891, to May
1, 1894,

Otis Fuller, May 1, 1894, to present
time,

Members of the Board of (‘ontrol
ginee 1881 have been as follows:

A, H. Piper, Detvoit, 1881,

1. T, Escott, Big Rapids, 1881,

Geo. W. DBuekingham, Flint, 1881,

John Heffron, Detroit, 1883.

M. 8. Crosby, Grand Rapids, 1885,

Hampton Rich, Tonia, 1883,
Jerome C(ronl, Detroit, 1887,
Milo D,
Edw, Duffv, Aan Arvbor, 1891,
[ Detroit, 1801,

(3. M. Barnes, Lansing, 189[.
N. B. 1893,

Jas, Murst, Wyandotte, 1803,
Lounis Kanitz, Muskegon, 1893,
J. 1L Wishop, Wyandotte, 1807.

. ¢, Vaughan, 8t. Johns, 1899,

Campbell,

Pahins,

Hayes, Muir,

Coldwater, 1801.

Michigan Reformatory.
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Amos Granild
1489,
Alfred Loeke, lomia, 1901,

Joseph Weinhold, Jackson, 1903,

Musselman, Rapids,

Amos Musselman, of Grand Rapids,
i# mow serving lis ninth year, and Al-
fred R. Locke, ot Tonia, on his sevenih
year, both having been reappointed for

second terms of six yeavs,

L. P. Essick, Chief ¥Xngineer, has
been longest in the serviee of the State,
having been appointed in 1878. He hag
served continunally in that capacity with
the exception of two vears, from 1883
to 1885,

On April 22, 1901, the name of the;

Biate House of Correction and Reform-
atory was changed to Mirhigan Re-
formatory, and on .July 1, 1908, the
value of its property had inereased to
%!128,000 according to the official ap-
praisement.

The prison has 624 separate cells, and
at the end of the last fiscal year the
population was 342, The average num-
her of prisoners during the present year
will be ahout 550, The Reformatory is
intended for first offemdlers of all ages
above 15 years. Tt has a good night
school for the edueation of the illit-
erate, a fine library of I,500 volumes

{or the use of prisoners, and three re-
ligions services each weeck. It aims to
combine sane business methods with
teformatory efforts.

During the past twelve years the
cost to the State has been reduced
from $78,000 per yvear to less than $18,-
000 per year, sad many fine improve-
ments of a permanent character have
been added. 1t is nearer self-gustaining
than any other retormatory in .imerica,

The present official staff is as follows:

State Board of Control,

Hon. Tred M. Warner, Governor, ¢x-
officio.

View of Michigan Reformatory and Yards from Hill
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| Hon. Amos §. Musselman, Grand
“Rapids; term expires Feh, 13, 1911,

Officers.

Otis Fuller, Warden,

4. R Walker, Deputy \Wurden.
F. K. Ward, Clerk.

H. A, Haynes, M. D.. Physician.

| Rev. Cyrus Mendeunhall, Chaplain,

I
L. P. Essick, Engineer. I
1 Geo. Dysinger, Tencher. !
H, 8. Hall, Stewarl.
v WL Q. Uressy, Hallmaster.

o

OTIS FULLER.

(tis Fuiler was born in Geuesee Co,
N, Y., in 1853, and in 1857 his parents
removed to a4 farm near Mason, [ug-
ham Uo., Michigan, whoere he was cdn-
cated in the common schools and the
Fuller Academy. He hegan teaching
school at the age of 19, and af the age
of 21 was elected township superin-
tendent, having in eharge the Vevay
and Magon city schools. FHe was at
once chosen secretary of the county as-
sociation of superintendents and for
two vears had charge of the preparva-
tion of examination questions for all
of the teachers of Ingham county.

In 1876 he purchased the TIngham
(‘ounty News at Mason, aml in 1581
mrehased the 83t. Johns Republican,
which he published until 1889, The
five follovring years he was in the U, 8,
Internal Revenue service, and May i,
1894, was appointed wamlen of the
Michigan Reformatory, which position
lie has held ever sinee.

He has heen Lboth secrvetary and pros
irlent of the National Wardens’ Asso-
ciation, and bhas been longer in contino-
ual service in one prison than any other
warden in Ameriea with one exception.
He has heen a leader in advoeating
productive industrial work in prisons,
in counection with redormatory work
along edueational lines, and vesults are
shown in the faet that all of the other
 WMtate  Reformatories in the United
SBtates are costing the taxpayers from
[ two und a half to sixteen times as
mueh ag the Michigan Reformatory.

Sinee 1891, the little time that conld

Otis Fuller, Warden. A, R. Locke.

be sparved from his official duties has
been emplozed in dealing  in timber
lands in Mississippi, Arkansas, Cali-
fornia, Orcgon and Washington,

Hon, Alfred R, Locke, President,
lonia; term expires Feh, 15, 1913.

Hon, .Joseph Wrcinhold, .Jackson:
term expires Febh. 15, 1904,

Amos Muosselinan. Joseph Weinhold.




Superintendent’s Residenco.

View of State Asylum from Reformatory Hill

IONIA, MICHIGAN.
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This is one of the two State institu-
tions which has done much to bring the
pame of the litile city of Ienia very
prominently hefore the people of Mich-
igan, and because of the soccesstul
management of the same has heen one
of the factors which has contributed
toward the favorable bupression of this
city generally held by eitizens of this
Htate.

This institution was first opened in
September, 1885, the ‘‘North side

buildings,’’ shown in the accompanying
engraving, then comprising the eunfire
asylum buildings. The original title of
the institution was ¢ Michigan Agylum

77 As this was ob-

tor Criminal [nsane.
jectionable, for the reuson that all con-
fined in the institution are not erim-

inals, by legislative enactment the

name was changed to ‘¢ State Asylum.’’
The cluss of patients admitted to this Building No. 1, Business Office.

ingtitution are the convict insane from

all penal institutions of the Btate;

dangerous insane from all asylums of Linsnnit}_', awd senf direet from thei cured from the Legislature which per-

the State; and those charged with ]n-nurts. "mittesdl of the purchase of a 200-aere

erime but aequitted om the grounds of | In 1888 an appropriation was ge- | farm, on which the main, or ““south
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side’’ buildings are now located. Other
appropriations fur increasing the ca-
pacity have been obtained in 1891, 18495
and 1901, while a Bill is before fhe
present session of fhe Legislature ask-
ing for another appropriation, which
will permit of still another increase,
and the abamdonment of the north side
buildings, The granting of this appro-
priation would permit of the eure of
un inereased number of patients (the
institution being mow overerowded),
and the removal of the patients now
eared for in the north side buildings,
thege being three miles distant from the
main asylum Dbuildings, aad catailing
mueh extra eare and expeuse in looking
after the inmates.

The first patients were received in
this agrlum September 7, 1885, and the
total for its first year of existence was
63. Since that time there lLias heen 2
steady increase, until today the imsti-
tution is earing for an average of about
350 patients. Of these, about 100 arc
eonfined in the buildings on the north
side.

It 19 a noteworthy fact that this is
ene of the most suecessful asylums
within the United States, which is in-
deed a remarkable record when the
¢lass of patients they have to handle
is conaidered. Insane criminals, at the

outset, will be coneeded to be an unde-

Building No, 3 —Matteson Building

sirable ¢lass fo select as patients, and
then when one comes to remember that
added to these we bave here the dan-
igerous insane from all of the other
~asylmms of the State, it will readily be
seen. why it is remarkable if this insti-
tution ean even lold its own among the
other agylums of the country. How-
;ever, it has not only done so, but today
i is conceded to he among the best in the
entire country.
This ingtitution is under the direect

| supervision and munsgement of Dr. O.

R. Long, medieal superintendent, and
it is to his abilitics and good judgment
that & very large measure of its success
must be attributed, he having held
this position from the first opening of
the imstitution down to the present
time.  However, hehind Dr. TLong
stands a bhoard of trustees whose elose
attention to their duties has contrib-
uwted toward its suecess. Dr. Long is
also very ably assisted in the discharge
of his duties by his assistant, Dr. W. T,

Maxwell.

My
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Building No. 4. for Patients Only.
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Building Mo, 2, for Petiants Only,

The present board of trustees oon
sists of Hen, J. W. Belknap, of liroom-
ville; F. A. Washburn, of Belding, rmil
H. M. Hopkins, of Detroit. The fallow
ing persons have been members of Lhe
board of trustees at some periol «uring
the 22 years thiz institutiom hus= baun
in existence;

A. H. Piper, Detroit.

John Heffron, Detroit.

Geo. W, Stevenson, Bt. Johns.
Hampton Rieh, Tonia.

Morean 8. Crosby, Grand Rapids.
Jerome Croul, Detroeit.

D. O. Watson, Couvpersville,
Milo D. Campbell, Coldwater.
Orlando }. Barnes, Lansing,
Franeis T, Palms, Detroit.
Edward Duffy, Ann Arbor.

C. C. Vaughn, 8t. Johns,

Roid, Allegan
AL B, Theends, Bt Lowis.

Fielwey 1!

W. H. Mattison, lonia,
J. H. Lancashire, Alma.,

e o

DR. OSCAR R. LONG.

Osear R. Long was born at Williams-
port, Pa., August 16, 1850, and re-
eeived hig elementary education in the
publie seheols and Dickinson Seminary,
in that city. In 1871 and 1872 he at-
tended the medical department of the
Michigan University, at Ann Arbor,
and in 1373 entered the Detroit Homeo-
pathiec College, graduwating from there
in the year following. Affer his gradu-
ation he was appointed professor of

anatomy and eontinuned with this insti-

1 “

Airing Court and Rear View of Asylum Buildings.

General View of Asylum Buildings from North Side.
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D=, 0. R. Long, Medical Supt.

F, A, Washburn.

---------------------------------------------n-----n

tutinn in that eapacity nntil the spring
of 1874, when he vame to Tonia and he-
gan the practice of his profession.
¢+ TIn the eleven years which he followed
| as a geueral practitioner, he was sue-.
cessful, mud when the Btate Asylum was
| lpeated herc he reeeived the appoint-
ment of medical superintendent. Thet
he has been successful in this position)
iz shown by the faet that he has now |
Leen in eharge of this institution for
22 yOATE. i
During his connection with this in-
stitniion Dr. Long has established aj
reputation as an expert in the line of |
meotal diseases, and is frequently
called to give expert testimony in the
courts when attempting te settle the|
sanity of some person. He has also for !
some time delivered lectures at the Uni- il
versity of Michigan upon mental dist
cases, and this University, in 1898, con- |
ferred upon him an honerary degree of |
medjeine—ihis bheing the second iu-.
stanee of like nature in the history of
| that institution.

As a resideut of this city, Dr. Long
is highly estcemed, aml bas alwaysy
<hown his interest in anything which
wonld help toward the advancement of
the interests of the eity. Fe has been
au netive official of several of ihe bank-
ing institutions of the city, and in-
terested in & number of other businese

cnterpriges.

Dr. Long was murried in February, |
o \

1874, to Miss Anna M. Freeman, of |
| Detroit. i

J. W. Bellmup.

. M. Hopkins.
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[ONIA STANDHARD.

The lonia Standard, with daily and
weekly editions, is published by the
Standard Publishing Co., of which Rob-
crt Baerd is president and J. ¢ Taylor
sevretary anid treasuver.

The weekly edition was cstablished
in 1868, while the daily edition was

Robert Baerd,

first published in 1891, both being Dem-
veratie in polities and having gained a
very cenviable position among the Demo-
cratic papers of the 8tate. By reason
of a libheral advertising patronage, the
daily has been enlarged from time to.
time, while both editions at all times.
keep full pace with the spirit of prog-
reas of the present age, and are well
recognized factors in the upbuilding of
this eity, '

The Standard Publishing Co, also has;

a well-equipped plant for geneval com |

mereinl printing.,

b
.
o

ROBERT BAERD.

Rubert Daerd, presilent. of the com
pany, was born at Terre IHaute, Ind.
April 27, 1857, remaining there until 1§,
years of age, when he came to Grand '
Rapids, Mich., as u journeyman printer.}
In 1851 he eame to Ionia, and in May,;
1883, purchased an interest in thei

Standard, having been one of its activi
publishers from that time,

Mr. Baerd has always been promi
nently identified with the prosperity «f
Tonia, and has served the city as Mayor,
Alderman, City Treasurer and Cily
Clerk, He is a stuuneh Demoerat, an:l
has served his party as seerctary nf

their county committee.

L Y

J. C. TAYLOR.

J. €, Taylor was born in Portugel

county, Ohio, in 1840, coming to Tonia
county in 1855, and to Ionia city in
1836. His firet insight into the mys-
teries of newspaper making was on the
Tonia Gtazette, under E. R. Powell,
where his training wasg broken by the
stress of the Civil War, he enlisting in
the 21st Mich, Tnft. in August, 1862,
and serving to the close of the war,
taking part in the campaigng in Ken-
tucky, Tennessee and Georgia; in the
f‘Mareh to the Sea,’’ and in the grand
review at Washington. He commenced
his service as first sergeant and came
out as captain of the same company.

G wale af'tor the closa of the war,
ey withon eommdn of the s
rigimiant, T, 0, Stevenson, hopohlished
thiee flsl fmmue of thiv Dol Sentloel, with
which Tie wow conneeked s besokint

relpeor mnel peaprivior for 15 yenrs. He

J. C. Taylor.

subsequently published papers in Pent-
water, Mich., Doland, Dak., and Deca-
tur, Ala.

Myr. Taylor was out of the newspaper
business while serving as clerk of the
Michigan Reformatory and State Asy-
lum, a period of about four years. He
returned to newspaper work in this
¢ity by the purchase of the Daily Ex-
press, which he published for abount two
years in company with O, C. Wright,
under the title of the Evening Press,
and which was consolidated with the
Standard in 1881,

Residence of J. C. Taylor.
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THE I0NIA SENTINEL.

This paper was first established in
1866 by T. G. Stevenson and J. C. Tay-
lor. In February, 1879, Gen. J. H. Kidd
purehased a pne-third interest, and the
daily edition was eatablished, the first
igsue being dated Dee. 6, 1579, Tn 1881
J. €. Taylor sold his interest to his
partners, who copducted the husiness
until 1887, when Gen. Kidd purchasel
the interest of Mr. Stevenson and be-

came sole owner of this property.

e oo o

From its first issune in 1566 the Sen-
tinel hag been recognized as one of the
leading Republican papers of this sec-
tion of Michigan, but during the 20
years which it has been nuder the own-
crghip of Gen. Kidd it has most firmly
ostablished itself as the leading paper
of the county, being today recognized
not only as a power in the political

deld, but as oue of the best wlvertising ! citics of the State, and during the past
mediums in Western Michigan. ‘tluec years has been entirely renewed,
The equipment of this office is aniong the old material and machinery Dbeing

the most gomplete in any of the smaller | 1 i yeplaced with new and  up-to-date

The Sentinel Compesing and Press Room.

The Sentinel Building.

presses, type, and appliances for turn-
jng out a modern ncwapaper and the
hest class of commercial printing.

o o of

The Sentinel staff is made up as fol-
fows:  Uen, J. 11, Kidd, cditor and pub-

[ i
wh
BQOK ’ ligher; Tavry K. Spencer, asrociate ad-

itor aml Lusiness manager; Frederick

o
n 'J [‘B Kidd. eireulation manager and  asso-
PHIHT h Hr_ vinte editor; lFrank T, Steveuson, fore-

man; 0. O, Wright and Frank Iaje-
¢hild, job printers; Chas. Gierman,
sako-upy; Rert  Underwood,  press-
nan; Herbert Parr, press-feeder; W. B.

VanVleet, Lena Simmons and Lillian

Childs, vompositors.

------------------—--...-----—------------—----------------




GENERAL J. H. KIiDD.

Gen. J. H. Kidd, editor and publisher,
hag been conmnected with this paper
Binee 1887
Before ae-

singe IFebruary, 1879. he
has been sole proprietor,
quiring this interest he had done con-
siderable writing for newspapers, eon-
tributing a series of artieles on the
money question to the Tonia Standard
in 1878, during the famous ¢‘Souni
Mouey’’ eampaign, when Zaeh. Chand-
fer wasg the leader of the Republican
party in this State. These artieles at-
tracted the attention of Judge Wm. IL
Woofworth, then chairman of the Re-
publican county committee, who vrged
Mr. Kidd to take the stump in the pewd-
ing eampaign, which he did, making
apeeches in nearly every hall and sehool-
house in Tonja county,

During the years 1880-61 the regular
correspondent of the Detroit Free Press
at Michigan TUniversity, Ann Arlor,
was Jus, H. Goolsell, afterward a mem-
ber of the staff of the Chicage Times,
and subsequently one of the foun-ers
and editors of the New York Graphie.
When Goodsell had more than he could
handle alone, lie often called to hig aid
hig friend, young Mr. Kidd, who in that
way gained some valuable experience ag
a newspaper corvespondent, iequiring
a liking for this line of work, he was

serionsly considering mwaking that his

vocation for life, when the Civil War
broke out, and he enlisted. In fact, be-
fore leaving Ann Arbor for the war, he
had an offer of a position on the Free
Press, at what was then considered a
very good salary. Tt can Le seen, there-

Gen. J. H. Kidd.

fure, that it was the most natural thing
in the world that he should finally come
Back to his first love, and go into the
newspaper buginess,

Mr. Kidd thinks that his forte as a
newspaper man, if he hag any, is edito-
rial writing, But publishing a news-

paper is beeoming more amd more a

[ purely busincss proposition, so that he

has found it necessary to devote his

property pay a profit on the investment,
and eontribute to the support of him-
self and family, not always an ecagy
tagsk. FHe las, however, dene a large
amount of editorial writing, and in ad-
dition to that has done other literary
work, some of which has received very
favorable notice from competent critics
—notably a series of papers on the civil
war period, whieh he iz preparing to
publish in book form, nnder the title of
‘“Personal Recollections of a Cavalry-

man; With the Michigan Cavalry in
the Civil War.”” Tt is expected that
thig book will be out the Iatter part of

the present year, and a favorahle ve-

veption is already bespolien.

Gen, Kidd has alse delivered a num-
Ler of addresses which have been pub-
lished and highlv commended. Among

| these are the ‘¢ Michigan Cavalry Bri-

igatle in the Gettysburg Campaign,’”
F*Michigan  at  Andersonville,’’ and
|¢‘Memorial Address,’’ given at Port
! ITuron on Decoration Day, 1899, and at
the Grant memorial serviees in Fonia.
He has read many papers before the
various press associntions of the State,
the military order of the Loyal Legion,
the Michigan Cavalry Brigade associa-
tion, and the society of the Sixth Mich-

igan Cavalry Volunteers,

Residence of Gen. J. H. Kidd,

efforts for the most part to making the.
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HON. GEO. W. WEBBER.

In presenting to the outside world a
history of the ecity of JTonia, it wounld
not be complete without paying just
tribute to the late George W. Webber,
wlho probably had as mueh to do with
the husiness development of this eity
as any other one man, and although he
passed away Jan, 15, 1900, still 2 nom-
ber of this city’s most substantial en-
terprises and hnsincss Llocks stand as
a monument to the thrift, enterprise
and good judgment of that gentleman.
His life was an example of an honorable
vecord, and a suecesgful business ca-
reer was the result of careful execntive
:'l.bi]ity and  goml  Judgwent, which
placed him in the front rank ot lunia’s
honorable eitizens and prominently
identified him with its growth and
prosperity.

Homn, George W. Webber was born at
Newbury, Vt,, Nov. 25, 1825, and was
edueated in the common schools of that
neighborhood and the academy at Al-
fred, N. ¥. At 20 years of age he en-|
gaged in Duxiness as o lumber dealer
and generzl merchant, Tn 1852 Mr.
Webher eame to Michigan, locating in
Manistee county, where he engaged in
lumbering. In 1858 he came to Tonia
county, loesting at Lyoms, whoere for
five years he cngaged in mereantile

The Late Gec. W. Webber,

Lusiness with his brother, 8, W, Web-|
ber. 1le then came to Tonia and asso- |
ciated himselv with Henry J. Wilson. !
During this time Mr. Webber continned |
his Jumbering business, being a mem-
Ler of the firm of [lall & Welter, who |
eonducted extensive operations on the'
Mugkegon River. Later the firm Le-
tame Webber Bros.,, who continued the
operations until the pine was exhausted. |
The firm also eonducted a mill in this,
city dor a considerakle numker of:
years, and were at the same time ex-!
tensively interested in farming, owning
a4 number of the best farms in the
county, i

Tn 1870 Geovge W, Webber engaged
in a private hbanking euterprise at
Muir, with his brother, 8, W. Webber, -
disposing of his interest four years
Inter, Then followed fhe organization .

of the Second National Bank of this|distinetion and honor. He was at other
city, of which he was one of the stocle- fimes honered by election to local of-
holders, and of which he was vice-pres- fices, having served the cvity two terms
ident the first year, and then elected ias Mavor, during which he aided in
president, a position ke held up to the. many ways in adviseing its interests.
time of his cleath. This bank beeame!Anmong the many improvements made
generally known as Webber Bros.” bank. ' nnder his guiding hand were the build-
Ag a eitizen, Mr. Webber was al ing of the high-water roadl and the
ways publie-spirited, never failing to!foundation for the water works, The
respond likerally to any project that}ﬁrst iron bridge across Grand River
tended toward promoting the interesta| was huilt during his administration.
of the city, and &o his efforts is the| Mr. Webber wos married July 18,
present prosperitv of Ionia very largely 1850, to Miss Antoinette C. Abbey, of
dwe. e contributed largely toward Ulster county, N, Y, who died April 11,
the upknilding of the eity by the erec- 1880. TTe wus again married, Nov. 1,
tion of o number of its more prominent 1890, to Miss K. Gertrude Brown, of
F-usiness bloeks, aml todav three of Boston, who died April 24, 1892, Qeto-
lonia’s most impressive business build- ber 11, 1883, he was again married, to
ings gtand as monuments to his spirit . Miss Klla M, Harris, of New York, the
of enterprise and progress. | estimable ladv who, with twoe sons,
In November, 1880, Mr. Webber was ' George W. and Maxwell [., survive
elected te Congress from the Fifth dis-!him, and whose home in this city is
trict of Miehigan, and served with much ; shown in the acerympanving engraving.

1

Residence of the Late Geo. W, Webber.




nu.un_n..: Fitua

T

-
L
[}
¥
1
L]
L]
i
B
i
B
i
L}
L
L]
L]
i
1
3
]
A
L}
Ll
L]
L]
a
L]
L]
[}
Ll
]
L]
L
L
]
1]
L]
|
[
[}
[}
L]
L]
1
n
L}
L]
L]
L]
L]
L}
[
L
n
L]
3
L
L]
1
1
L]
L
L}
L]
i
b ]
]
L]
L}
[l
]
]
1
[}
x
b |
|
n
L]
u
]
1
1
L}
L]
[
a
1
[
L]
L
]
L}
n
1
n
L]
[}
T
n
L}
L]
)
L]
i
L
[}
L}
L]
1
o
.




JUDGE ALLEN B. MORSE.

Judge Allen B. Morse ia one of the
oldest residents of this county, having
been born in Otigeo township, January
7, 1839. He was the third white ehilil
and the first white boy born in that
township. Mr. Morse is a direet de-
scendant of old Puritan stoek, tracing
his ancestry back to Samnel Morse,
who ecame from England. His father,
John L. Morse, came to Michigan in
1830, from Courtland county, New
York, first locating in Qakland county,
and afterward removing teo Ofisen
townghip, this county. The elder Mors:
was a member of the Michigan Legis-
lature of 1846-17, and Judge of Pro-
Late for lonia county for 11 years,

Allen B. Morse was educated in the
distriet schools near his father’s farm,
and when the gold excitement broke out
(in 1849) his father left for Califor
nia, leaving the farm and six ehildren
all under the care of the mother. Allen,
being the oldest, it devolved upon hiwr
to do all he could toward the mainte-
nance of the family. He taught school
worked the farm, and helped the
neighbors, and did everything that
would serve to bring money toward the
family treasury.

In the fall of 1859 he was given hirs
first good suit of eclothea and sent te
the Agrienltural College at Lansing
where he remained twoe years, paying
Lis board Iyy working om the farm ai
nine ceunts per hour, e then taught
school one winter, and was a law stu
dent at the breaking out of the Uivi
War, in which ke enlisted July 30
1861, as a private in ('e. B, 16th Michi
gan Infantry. For ineritorions con-
duet he was convnissioned first lieu-
tenant in the 21st Michigan, beeame
adjutant of said regimeunt, and served
as assistant Adjutant General on the
staff of Col. Frank T. fherman, eom-
manding a Dbrigade in Sheridan’s di-
vision. He lost his left arm at Mission
Ridge, November 25, 1863, and was
mustered ont of serviee September 1,
1864,

Returning to Tonia, he commenced
reading law in the office of W, P. Wells,
of this city, and was admitted to the
bar by Judge Louis 8. Lowell, February
28, 1865, Mr, Wells then took him into
partnership, that law firm continning
until 1880, when the firm became Morse,

Wilson & Trowbridge, this continuing
until Judge Morse tock his seat upon
the bemeh of the Supreme Court of
Michigan, in Octoler, 1883,

Judgse Allen B. Morsa,

In 1892 Judge Movse resigned his
place on the Supreme beneh to become
the Demoeratie candidate for Gov-
ornor. He was defeated by ITon. John
T. Rich, but as a reward for his party

loyalty was appointed United States
jonsul at Glasgow, Scetland, by Presi-
dlent Cleveland,

After serving in this eapaecity four
years, Judge Morse returned to Tonia
atd resumed the practice of law, and
has since been recognized as one of
the leading attorneys of Western
Miehigan. At the present time he is
the senior member of the law firm of
Morse & Lock.

In the fall of 1806 Judge Morsc was
the Democratic nominee for member of
the Michigan Legislature from this
connty, being defeated br Hon, .J.
Clyde Watt, although runming several
hunilred votes ahead of his ticket,

Juilge Morse was Prosecuting Attor-
ney of lonia county two terms, and
State Senator from Tonia and XMont-
valm counties in 1875,

Ir, Morse was first married in 1874
to Miss Frances Marion Van Allen, who
diedd in 1884. He was again married
in 188%, to Miss Anna Babeock, of
lonia.

Judge Morse is » member of St. Vin-
cent Lodge, T. & A, M., of Glasgow,
Scotland, where he was raised while
serving as United States Consul in
that eity,

Residence of Judge Allen B. Morae.
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THOS. A. CARTEN.

The business of which the large
stores of Thos, A. Carten is the direet
sneeessor was  estnblished Maweh 17,
1888, in the building now eceupicd by
the Eeononoy Store. At that time Mr.
Carten formed u eopurtuership with
(. W. Stone, wnud for four vears the
business was condueted at this point
nmier the name of Stone & Carten.

In 1892 this partnership was dis
solved, aml Mr. Carten leased the stors

Thos, A. Carten.

now occupied by Winehel! & Stone, anil
engaged in business for himself. At
the outset his stoek consisted of dry
gools alone, hut two years later he
added a line of ladies’ eloaks,

In 1896 Mr. Carten leased the Iall
store, the eagt one of the three front-
ing on Mauain street, mow occupied by
Mr. Carten, and moved his stock there-
to, at that time adding a line of earpets
to the stoek already carried.

Tn 1898 he purchased from W. C.
Bnell what was known as the Titns M
store, that heing the middle one of his S
three on Main street. In 1900 he pur-
c¢hased the west store from B, T. Yeo-
ntang,  With each of these additions to
hig floor space he largely increased the
stocl.

One year ago he purchased the land
ly¥ing directly morth of these threc
atores, aml fronting on Third strect,
commencing the erection of a building
in the fall, the game heing cowmpleted in
Fehruary, 1907,

With the addition of this room, Mr.
(Carten was given more floor space than
is used by any other mereantile estab-
lishment in this seetion of Michigan,
His three Main street stores have a
frontage of 75 feet, while that on Third
gtreet has a front or 66 feet, the two
l'eing joined in the form of an J.. The
aceond floors of all of these stores are
#lso utilized, and from the engravings
herewith presented it will readily be
seen that the nssertion made above is
vorrect.

With this lJuter addition of space,
Mr. Carton has completely changed his

. it
business, making his the most eomplete i -
Dry Goods Department.
- . f— - POy p——— R [ — (S ——
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department store in Western Michi-
pan. Not oniy has he greatly enlarged
kis line of dry goods, ladics? suits and
clonks, earpets and uphalstery, but he
hag added a gents’ e¢lothing depart-
ment, wall paper, millinery, bazaar,
honse furaishings and hardware sun-
dries, luneh rvoom, eawdy department
and soda-water fountain,

The store of Mr, Carten’s is not only
the largest, but one of the best Jighted,
tndl possessing the best sanitary condi-
tions of any establishment of its kindd
in this seetion.

Mr. Carten’s success in Jonia has
heen phenomenal, and is largely due to

Fred Cutler, Jr. '

the faet that his goods an:d prices ar-
niways right, and that he is a liherad
user of printers’ ink and believes in |
tetting the peaple know what he has for
sule.  In the management of this busi-
ress he i ably wssisted by Fred Cotler,
Jr., the 45 employes shown in the ane-
rompanying  cngraving, and six who

i A =
were  alweni when  the picture was b e .
talzen, :
e Ladies® Ready-Made Department.
T T M
Thomas A, Carten was born at Ar- p b T e

kona, Ont., Oct. 6, 1860, ecoming to
Miehigan with his pavents when 13
years of age, they locating in (‘annon
fownship, Kent countv, Ierve Lo re-
mained until 1877, when he came to
Innin and entered the store of Jas.
Towcer as a clerk, and later for Kelsey
Jrothers. In 1878 lhe entered the dry
goodu store of Stone Bros, elerking for
them until 183, when he resigned to
aceept a position in the store of Mar-
shall Tield & Co., of Chieage, remain- .
ing with them three years. Tn 1886 °
he engaged with Jas, H. Walker as
boyer, retaining that position until he
cunle to Tonia to enter into partner-
siip with ' W. Stone.

Mr. Carter has always bLeen one of
Tonia’s most progressive citizens, and
has served the city six vears as alder-
man.  He was also deputy oil inspector
under the administration of Covernor
Winang, in 1893-04.

Mr. Carten vras married May 3, 1403,
to Miss Hattie MeDonald, of Tivons, | 8 i ¥
Mich. . — ———

Millinery Department.
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THE. HOTEL BAILEY.

Tonia’s location and railroad counec-
tions make it one of the best hotel
cities of its size in the State, and few
hotels are hetter known than the Iotel
Bailey. The corner on which this
building now rtands has been used for
hotel purposes for 65 years past, and
many historic events have taken place
upon this spot, while within these build-
ings many of the most prominent men

8. C. L. Brown, Proprietor,

of the past balf century have found en-
tertainment,

B. (4 L. Brown purehased the lease
and became proprietor of this house
May 1, 1901, condneting the same until
November 1. 1903, when hc sold to
Peterland & Nibolink, who managed the
louge to May 1, 1804, After a vaea-
tion of six months, Mr. Brown returned
to Tomiz, purchased the interest of
Messra. Peterland end Nibolink, se-
cured a new five-year lease, and again
became proprietor.

The general traveling public vill
fully agree with the writer when he
sarg that Mr. Brown has made an un-
quatified suceess of this house, and few
hotel men in Michigan ean elaim as
large a eirele of warm personal friends.
That he should naturally turn to this
line of business is not at all strange
when it is known that he comes from a
family of hotel men. His father, V. K.
Brown, is at the present time proprietor
of 2 lhotel at Greensburg, Tud., and ddur-
ing the past 25 years has conducted ho-
tels at Lansing, Mt. Pleasant, Owosso,
Tonia and Pontiae, My, Brown’s pater-
nal grandfather was in the hotel busi-
ness for 35 vears, while his maternall
grandfather owned and operated onc|
hotel for 20 years. i

My, Brown is one of those genial,
whole-souled gentlemen with whom the.
traveler delights to come iun contact.’
and his uniform eourtesy to all guests of
Lis house and close attention to all rea-
sonable wants make this ome of the!
pleasant spots in the line of travel. |

However, not all of the eredit for his
suceess must be claimed by him alone..
1n the conduet of this hotel he is very
ably assisted by his wife, and Mrs.
Brown probably has done fully as much
as her husband toward making this one

i Lenawee county, Mich,, Feb. 11, 1871,

of the best, most popular and homelike
hotels of the State. |

The dining reom is large, light and!
airy, the tables are always replete with
all of the delicacies of the seasom, and;
the hungry traveler finds set before him |
a meal that is up-to-date in every re-.
apeet, while everything in and about the .
house is that neat and clean that the
most skeptical conld fiud no fault,

In the wanagement of the house, Mr,
Brown is very ably assisted by J. Fred
Armstrong, clerk, a young man who has
made many warm friends among the
traveling public by his courtesy and
careful consideration of their wants.

Speneer C. L. Brovw, propricter of
the Hotel Bailey, was born on a farm in

nd during his carly life lived at Mo-
onei, Lansing, Mt, Pleagant, Mich., and
\lliance, Ohio, where his father was

pl--------------------------------------------------------------—------------I

enguged in the hotel business, Ie then
spent six or seven years in the West,
after which he came back to Morenei,
Mich., and entered the Normal gehool at
Fayette, Ohio, where he rcmained one
rear.

’ In 1897 Mr. Brown purchaged the
Davis House at Sheridan, Mich, en-
gaging in the hotel business on his own

‘meeount, and conducting that hotel for

the next two years. Selling out, he
went to Owvosso and elerked for his
father, in the National House, one year
jater purchasing the same. He re-
mained in Owosso another year as pro-
prietor of the National, when he came to
Tonia, purchasing the lease of the Hotel
Bailey from his father, who had been
condueting the house, becoming propri-
etor May 1, 1901,

Mr. Brown was married, June 5, 1894,
to Miss Edith B, MeClure, of Canan-
daigua, Mich.

Interior View of the Office, Hotel Bailey.

Interior View of the Dining Room, Hotel Bailey.



View of the Dam at Lyons, Mich., Belonging to the Ionia Water Power Electric Co.

IONIA WATER POWER
ELECTRIC CO.

Eleetrie lighting in Ionia dates from Originally the Dbusiness was con-| power house were reconstrueted and
ghting g P

1888, this company being organized in  dueted from a steam plant, loeated on | enlarged, being equipped with all mod-
March of that year, and commencing 1 Third street, where the gas works ncpw,1 ern and up-to-date applianees for com-
business that fall. The original stock- i stand. [n 1898 the company purchased : mereial lighting., The engravings here-
holders of the company were H, R. . flowage rights mnear Lyons, and con-: with shown present the plant as it now
Wager, L. B. Townsend, J. E. Just, of ! structed a dam across Grand River, and |

this eity, and C. J. Rumsey, of Muir. Lin the spring of 1899 abandoned the'  Since 1895 the affairs of this company

oxists,

The original officers of the company  steam plant and commenced supplying ' have been in the hands of H. R. Wager
were L. B. Townsend, president, and {electricity from the water power plant as president, and O. 8, Wood as secre-
J. B. Just, sceretary and treasurer. mentioued above. Tn 1904 the dam and tary and treasurer, with offices in the

i ~ Wager Block, fronting Becond street.

This company is today equipped for

0 O 0 O O R N e T

furnishing eleetric power and lighting
aecording to modern methods, and few
cities of the size of Ionia can boast ag

good service at as moderate figures.

Tvro Sectional Views of Diam and

Power House.
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of feed and 50 barrels of buckwheat

ONATHAN HALE & SONS. bi s
¢ power. The feed mills at Jonia and
Stanton each have a eapacity of 50 tons

This js one of the institutions which | elevator in rharge of O, D, Vande of feed per day.
is doing much toward promoting the |boget. In 1901 they built the elevator  About one-half of the flour produced
growth of the city of Tonia, contrib- | and feed mill in this eity, shown in the \ at the Liyous mill finds sale in the loeal
uting very largely toward the main- | accompanying engraving, and which jg markets, the remainder being sold in
taining of the reputation of this c¢ity as | in charge of I.. H. Hale, iThe Kastern and Southern States, ‘_tho
a market for farmers’ produce, they, The flonr mill of this firm, shown | Drands manufactured by this firm being
: . . eyt 1 ‘as well known in that section as at
paying (_n-n iwo fo j"n ¢ conts above the | herewith, is Jocated at Liyons and has 8 pome, The firm aldo deals extensively
corresponding Detroit market for grain; capacity of 175 Larrels of flour, 100 tons in all kinds of grains.
during a considerable portion of the
year, and making this city one of the
best markets in this seetion of the
State.

The bLusiness of which this firm is
the successor was first started by Jona-
than Hale, at Rochester, Mich., in 1860,
he estabiishing a flouring mill at that
place at that time. In 1864 the firm
beeame Hale Bros., and in TDecember,
1865, their plant was entirely destroyed
Iy fire, after which they removed to
Lgons, Mich., purclasing the mill at
that place in April, 1566

The firm of Male Bros. operated this
plant until February, 1896, when Elmer
B. and Lewis H. Hale purehased the
interest of their nuele, John Hale, and
the firm hecame Jonathan Hale & Sons.
In 1897 ther established a braneh at 3 :
Stunton, Mich.,, with a feed mill and I‘ Flouring Mill of Jonathan Hale & Soms, L.yons, Mich.
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R. L. REDEMSKY.

R. L. Bedewsky conduets the most tealers in this line in eities of the size

cxtengive coal and wood business with- of Jonia,

in the eity of Ionia, the office and yards R. L. Redemsky was born in Cer-

Leing located on RMill street, opposite many, August 12, 1858, where he re-

the Pere Marquette railway shops. ceived his education, and later learned

This business was established by the painters’ trade. In 1877 he eamo

Harper Brothers, and condueted hy to America, locating at Rochester, N.

iem for a number of years, beiug pur- . .
the ¢ years, being pu Y., where he remained for four years,

thaseel hy R. L. Redemsky & Son in the then coming to lonia,

carly spring of 1903, in December last, . ) .
R. L. Redemsky purehased the interest l~-or (.)Vl‘l' _twm.lty yours afer lis lo-
of s son, gince which time he has con- cating “_l this city, ML. sionesy fol-
dneted the business alone, lowed his trade, Lecoming a contract-
While Mr. Redensgky does a very ex- ing painter and employing a consid-

. ) eralile number of men. Thisg i
tensive coal and woul business, he also ¢ This line e

pays muel attention to other lines, car- gave up npon the purchase of Marper

rying a very eomplete line of coke, tile,
ans
cement, lime and salt, and by fair deal- 1905,
Tu 1894 Mr. Redemsky was elected

city warshal, and served this city in

ing and a close attention to the wants

of hiz customers, has succeeded in very

largely incrcaging the business ginee it R. L. Redemslk> | that eapacity until 1901, Ir. Redew-
came under his eontrol. In order to - #ky has always been a firm believer in
promptly mecet the demamls of his pat- ©the future of Toniw, and has contrib-
rons, it is necessary for him to employ uted g sharve toward ity progress by

four teams aned ten wmen, whiceh is far the erection of a cousiderable munber

more than i ordinarily employed by of dwelling lumres

Coal and Wood Yard of R. L. Redemsky.
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IONIA WAGON CGOMPANY.

This institution iz the largest wagon
factorr in the State of Michigan, and
has been marveloualy sucecssful nnder
its present management. llere are
made the famous BIBLE and CAFPI-
TAL wagons, whieh are seld not only
in every seetion of the United States,
but also exported to uearly all of the

C. J. Rumsey, President.

forcign countries. At present this con-
cern is more than 3,000 wagons behind
its orders and its trade and reputation
i# so thoroughly established that trav-
eling representatives are not necessary,
and at this time the mail orders from
ity various established agencies
throughout the world average approxi-
m:ately 100 wagons per day, this being

the busy season, or the season when | is to make the Ionia Wagon Company
orders are placed more liberally. How-i one of the largest and strongest wagon
ever, the factory is Tun every working  concerns in the United States, and it
day in the year. \appears that his ambition will be re-

Mr. . J. Rumsey, of Muir, Mich., is | alized while he is vet in the prime of
ihe president. Mr. Rumsey is a man |life.
of large means and wide experience,| The lonia Wagon Company is a very
‘nd he takes the greatest pride in the !elose corporation, heing practically
suceess of this company. He stood by lowned by its officers, Messrs. Bible,
it in panie ays, when the prospects ' Rumsey and Greenop.
seemed anything Lut flattering. Vhile
hie lives at Muir, he spends a part of
cach day at the factory, and although
he has other interests, the Ionia
Wagon Company appears to be the
pride of his heart,

Mr. John Greenop, of Orleans, Mich.,,
is the vice-president. He is likewise a
qan of considerable means, and while
he does not devote any time to its af-
fairs, e i3 frequently seen at the fac
tory, andd, like Mr. Rumsey, he takes
great pride in this growing institution.

Mayor John ¥. Bible is the general
manager, seeretary and treasurer.  Mr.
Bible is a thorough and praciical wagon
man, having grown up in the wagon
husiness, Mr. Bible eame to Michigan
some 15 years ago froin Owenshoro,
Kentucky, where he was identifiedl with
one of the leading wagon factories in’
th> Sonth. :

Mr. Bihle has been clected Mavoer ofi
the city of Tomia three times and is
prominent in both State and National !
polities, but he says his one ambition;

John F. Bible, General Manager.
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K. R. SMITH.

Few men in Western Michigan are
bhetter Bmith,
Topnia’s genial postmaster, anid few in-
Jeed are they who can boast of a larger
Mr. Smith

is not alone Tonia’s postmaster, but for

known than ffIKim’’

circle of personal friends.

many years has been identified as one
of Iomia’s most progressive citizess,
and one who never failed to get in line
and boost when there was an oppor-
tunity to advance the interests of the
Jittle city which is his home.

Kimbal R. Smith was born on a farm
in Orleans township, this county, Nov.
27, 1849, where he lived uotil 9 years
of age, when his parents moved to this
city. Here he lived and grew to man-
hood, receiving his cdueation in the
city schools, and being essentially an
Tonia produet.

His first business venture was in 1873,
when he purchased the interest of his
brother, M. L. Swith, in the book and
stationery store of Bmith & Lowe, later
purchasing the intercst of his partner.
Thig is the store now conducted under
the firm name of Smith & Smith, the
firm being composed of Mr. Smith and
sgons, and managed by K. B. Bmith, J1.
In the 34 vears since Mr, Smith engaged
in this business it has eontinuonsly re-
wained in his charge, and today is one
of the prosperous business concerns of
the city, and in addition to the hook
and stationery business, also embraces
& very large and complete line of wall
papers,

In 1892 Mr. Smith also engaged in
the twool and grain business, which has
heen continued to the present time, his
elevator and storehouse, at the inter-
section of Third street and the TPere
Marquette railway tracks, being one of
the best known places in the eity to

the farmers of this section.

l--------------n-----------------------------------'--------------

Mr. 8mith is a staunch Republican,

and for many vears has been very act-

X. R. Smith.

ive in DMichigan polities, in that fime
having attained a very enviable posi-
tion among the party leaders of the

State.

hig party as a member of the county

Locally Mv. Smith has served

committee for quite a number of years,
being secretary of the committee from
189+ to 1888, In the spring of 1898
Lhe was appointed postmaster of this
city by President MeKinley, being re-
appointed by President Roosevelt in
1902 and 1908, and is at the present
{ime serving his third term. So well
Lhas Mr. Smith discharged the duties of
this position that there was mno opposi-
tion to his reappeintment on either oc-
casion,

Mr. Smith was married in November
of 1872 to Miss Mary J. Weleh, dangh-
ter of the iate Hon. John B. Weleh, of
Tonia towuship. They have four sons,
K. BR. Smith, Jr, G,
Vernon H. Smith and Deloa G. Smith.

Their home, shown in the accompanying

Morgan Smith,

engraving, is one of the most heautiful

in this eity.

Residence of K. R Smith,

----------------------------------m-nu-------
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H. A. Wagar

H. R. Wagar was born in Summit ,
county, Ohio, June 4, 1835, At 12|
years of age he gtarted work as a farm i
hand, later going into a woolen mill
until he was 18, and earning at no time;
more than $+ per month and his board,
At 18 he became a spinner and received i
$26 per nonth, hoarding himself. |

When 21 years old he ¢ame to Blichi-
gan, working in a factory at Battle
Creek one year, then going to Jaekson
to learn the clothing business.

In 1857 he came to Lyons, Mich,,
where he clerked iu a store and studied
medicine for two years, and eventually
got his first start in life. MHe pur-
¢hased a stock of merchandise invoie-
ing at $3,700, giving his notes for six,
eighteen and twenty-four months, with-
vut security, having no money or prop-
erty of any deseription. He paid these
notes as they matured and established
an excellent credit.

Mr. Wagar was warried in 1838 to|
Miss Ophelia E, Libhart, and seven|
children were horn to them, three of
whom are living. One, Ired L. Wagar,
i3 in the real estate Lusiness in Wash-
ington, D, C.; Eroest B. is manager of
the Bouthern [Hotel at IMobile, Ala-

bama, and the only dauwghter, Nellie, is
now Mrs, Walter Peterson, of Detroit.

H. R. Wagar.

Im 1860 Mr. Wagar sold out his busi-
ness at Lyons and removed to Muir,
where he again engaged in the merean-
tile business, In 1870 he embarked in

lumbering, being extensively and act-
ively interested in mauy of the lavger
this
in timber
Wis-

lumbering operations in se¢tion,
and still being interested
lands in Alabama, Washington,
consin and Arkansas.

Mr, Wagar has been an active resi-
dent of this eity sinee 1879, and has at
all times manifested much interest in
its growth and prosperity. He has been
connceted with many of the business
ventures of the eity, at times having
been a stockholder in the County Sav-
ings Bank, Michigan Clothing Co. and
the Tonia Water Power RElertric Co.,
keing president of the latter company
at tlie present time. As a citizen Mr,
Wagar hag always heen very publie
spirited, being at all times ready to
assist and encourage any enterprise
which tended toward its growth and
prosperity, amd, in fact, has devoted
much time and money in the effort to
promote the interests of lonia.

Mr. Wagar has served the city as
mayox, and it was very largely due to
his efforts that during his administra-
tion the first paving was done in this
vify.

Mr. Wagar attribntes muoch of his
guceeys in life to his wife, and their
lonia resicdence is one of the most beau-
tiful to he found in this ecity.

Residence of Ho E. Wagar.
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The National Bank of lonia.

The banking institution of which this .
Liank is the dircet successor was estab-~
lished Jan. 14, 1873, as the Second Na- |
tional Bank of Tonia, with Hon. Geo. W. !
Webber as president; W. . Page, vice-
president, and Virgil VanVleck, cashier.
Ifor years the business prospered, buté
Auring that tiwe many of the original
stockliolders died, and when, in 1889,
{heir charter was about to expive, it
was decided to go into voluntary liqui-
dation, the eapital then being $50,000,
with a surplus and undivided profits of
$10,000. Tn fact, for some years prior
this had been a close eorporation, and
its stockiioldexs prcferred this to faking
in ontsiders in a reorganization, aud
the buginess was sold to Webber Bros.
(Hon, Geo. W. and A. J. Welber), the
officers at that time being: President,
Hon. Geo. ¥. Webber; vice-president,
A. J. Webber; cashier, H. B, Webber,

Webher Bros. condneted the business
as a private bapok until April 20, 1901,
when the present organization wras ef-
fected, with I1. B. Webber as president;
w. H. Mattison and A. B. Morse ss!  Diroctors—M. J. Allen, Thos, A. Car- | bank cxaminers. The capital is $50,000,
vice-presidents, and C. D. Ranson ag)| ten, B. . Hall, W. G. Longe, W, I |surplus $10,000, and undivided profits
cashier., The present officers are: ¢ Mattison, H. E. Powell and H. B. Web-| 2,500, a showing which will eonvince
President—IL. 1. Webber. ¢ her. . ] the most s.keptiea.l of ity stability and
Vice-President—W. H. Mattison. | This is the only Natiomal bank in the trustfworthmess. .The-y also- have an ex-
Cashier—M. M. MecGeary. connty, and cnnsequently‘t.he n.nly ?ne tenswe}_} pa?romzed savmgs depart-
Tellor—J. H. Smith. under gevernment supervision, it being | ment, in which they pay interest of

periodieally visited by United States|three per ecent, compounded semian-
- nually.

. B. Wehber, president of this bank,
is, in point of service, the oldest active
banker in the county of Tonia, and as
the affairg of this institution have been
handled from the very start in a man-
ner to gain and hold the confidence of
the people, it is to be expected that to-
day we should find it on a very golid
footing.

A bank to be of great value fo a
community, must be conducted in a con-
servative manner, so a8 to have the un-
bounded confidence of the people in its
stability, and the officers of the bank
must be men worthy of that confidence.
It must throw around itself every safe-
guard poseible, yet ba up-to-date in all
of its business methods, in order that
; manufacturers, business men and people
I generally may obtain full accommoda-
| tions nocessarv in the conduet of busi-

ness transactions. Such an institution
| the National Bank of Iania has preven

Building of The Notional Bunk of Ionia. ‘ itself to be.

Interior of The National Bank of Ionia.

---—----——--------—------—---------------—-------------——-—-----.-.._._.___-_,.._--_____.__--_......,,_._,
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Webber Hardware Company.

This business was established in 1882 | cation, where the business lkas since [ Tonia's largest and most profitable mer-
by Webber, Morse & Co., then being lo- | been carried on, enntile establishments,
cated at 223 West Main street in a In January, 1905, the business was in- The interior view of their store here-
corporated under the style of The Web- |
ber Hardware Company, the present I =
owners of this large and prosperous bus-
iness. The officers of this corporation!
are: I

Pregident—H. E. Powell,

Vice-Pregident—J. L. Fowle,

Manager—Fred T. Wortman,

See. and Treas~—IH. B, Webber. ‘

The Webber Hardware (o. carries
one of the most complete lines of staple
and  shelf hardware, stoves, ranges,
paints, oils and hardware sundries to he
found in any ecity of equal size with
lonia in the State of Michigan, The
businees, from its start a quarter of a
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E century ago, has been conducted in a

manner to win the confidence of the- J. L. Fowle, Vice-Presidcnt.

Hon. H. E. Powsll, President.

people of this seetion, who have come

to understand that anything purchased |

building which at that time stood where | at this store will be found just as rep- | with shown will convince all strangers

the present ‘*New Webber Block®’ now | resented, while prices have been main- | that theirs is the largest stoek to Dbe
stands. The firm at that time consisted | tained at a point which makes it an ! found in this county, and shows a maol-
of Hon. Geo. W. Webber, Chas, 8, Morse | ohject for them to deal here. The re- } ern and well-arranged stove, with every

and Abraham Ryerson, and continned in sult is seen in the building up of one or convenience for handling the trade.

husiness for five years. N

In 1887 the business was purchased
by H. B. Webber, who presided over its
destinies for the next ten years, when
his brother, (¥, H. Webber, purchased a
one-half interest, the style ‘of the firm
then being cianged to H. B. Webber &
Co.,, which firm was in existence 12
years,

Tn January of 1898 the block in which
their store was located was destroved
by fire and the stock very badly dam-

aged. The remnants of their stock were

removed to the building a few doors
rast, and now cceeupied by the United
States Express Co,, where it was re-
pPlenished and where the firm did busi-

ness while the new block was in eourse

of ¢onstruetion. Upon the eompletion
of this bloek, in October of the same
vear, they removed to their precent lo- | Interior of Store or Webber Hardware Company.
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IONIA GAS LIGHT AND COKE CO.

[ ]
i
This company was first organized in :ﬁ—ﬁ‘—’"“'_"' —— T T A
t 1882, a 30-year franchise being obtained i i
¢ from the vity at that time, and a plant i
H crected at the foot of Depot street with
JE capacity of 30,000 eubic feet per flay.E
i The husginess prospered from its incep-'
1 tiow, and in 1902 it was found neces- |
i gary to Imild a new apnd modern p]ant.!
f ay the business had oufgrown their fa-
! eilities. \
¥ In that vear, the pregent plant, shown
! oin the aceompanying engraving, was
! erected, with a capasity of 123,000
! cubic feet per day, and with modern
i and up-to-date buildings of gufficient
| size that the present capacity may be
E doubled without the creetion of other
I T:uildings.
H The machinery installed in the new
! plant, and now ip unae, is of the very
! latest pattern, and the serviee given
the people of this city is of the very
best, a fact that is shown by the eon-
sumption of gas, it being admitted that
more gas is used in the city of lonia
than in any other city of its size within
the State.

Under the texms of its charter the
sompany was allowed to charge $2.50
per thousand feet for gas, but entirely
of their own free will the price has been
reduced by the company from time to
time until today they ave gelling at
#1.25.

The ecompany maintaing up-town of-
fices and salesroom, in whieh will be
found a complete stock of all modern
appliances  for lighting and heating
with gas, and which are furnished the
copsumer at the lowest priees.

H. B. Wehber, President . F. Gallagher, Vice-President and Mgr.
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The oificers of the eompany are:

Pregident—IT. B. Webber.

Vice-President and Manager—E. T
Gallagher.

Seceretary and Treasurer—C, D. Ran-
EL R

Interior View of Salesroom and Cffice.
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Works of the Tonia Gas Light and Coke Co.
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. W. Hawes, Head Clerk.

M.W. of A. Uniformed Foresters

The Modern Woodmen of Ameriea
gumber nearly nine hundrved thonsand
members in seleel  territory of the
Tnited States. Its head officcrs are:
Hon. A, R. Talbot, Head@ Consul; Major
Tts Board

of Dirvectors are: R. R. Swith, Hon.

Ma,j. Gren. John H. Mitchell,
Commanding M, W. A. Foresters.

€. J. Byrns, E. K, Murphy, G. W. Riley
and A, N. Bort.
editor of the society’s ofticial organ,

In its semi-military department there
are sixty-five thousand Uniformed For-
esters under command of Major General
John H. Mitehell, with headguarters at
lonia, Michigan, General Mitehell had
seventeen years’ service in the National
Guard, during which he advanced from
private to Colonel, was ehief of staff to
Governor Winans, and was Asvistant
Inspector General of the State under
Governor Rirh. A few months after
the mobilization of the Uniformed For-
esters was first attempted, and vpon the
death of General Reese, General Mitch-
ell was appointed vommander, and un-
der such command the Foresters have
become one of the lewiing semi-military
organizations of the [Tnited States, se-
curing high encomiums for diseipline
and organization from regular army of-
ficers who have been on duty with the
Forvesters. Their battalions and teams
are of the hest in the worlld in exhibi-
tion drills. One is now touring Europe
for the third year, drawing crowded
houscs at military centers. By attract-
ing young wmen the [Foresters materially
aided in reduving the average agn of
the society membership, thereby suv-
ing its members in assessments nearly
three millions of dollars.

teneral Mitchell was for many vears
eugaged in the practice of the law, amdl
enjoyed a wmost luerative and satisfac-

fory practice in Western Michigan
courts, bheing especially successful in
friminal  law and insnrance eases.

F. O. Van Galder is the |

Though acting with the minority party,
hie has been elected to eountv judicial
positions three times, and served as
Uity Attorne; for several years. The
demands upon his time vemdered it im-
possible to properly continue the mo-
hilization of the Woodmen Foresiers
and follow the courts at the same time,
and on May 1, 1404, the General with-
drew from the practice of the law, since
that date giving his entire time te the
instruetion and advancement of the
Uniformed Foresters,

General Mitchell was married some
twelve years since to Miss Jessie L.
Clark, daughter of Judge Clark, of
Brighton, Mich., and they have one son,
wlho is already a member of a loecal
cadet company. Mrs. Mitehell is a
Supreme Auwditor of the Royal Neigh-
kors of Ameriea,

The accompanying illustrations show
the main office and the inmer office at
the Foresters’ National Headquarters
at Ionia, The (ocument and stock
rooms are not shown,

M. 1W. A Foresters” Headguarters-—-Inner Office.
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S. B. GORHAM & CO.

This firm eonducts one of the largest
retail lumber yards to be found in
lonia county, as one glance at the ae-
companying engravings will show. The
in 1883 by
RBert Babeock, and one rear later sold
to 8 B. (Gorham, being counducted by
him until August, 1894, when the style
of the firm was changed to 8. B. Gor
ham & Co., Levi Marshal being admit-

business was established

ted as a partner at that time, For nine
years prior to bis becoming a member
of the firm, Mr. Marshal had been in the
In 1905 John
M. Marshal hecame a partner in tlhis

employ of Mr. Gorham.

businesy.

From 18%4 to the present time the

kusiness has been condueted by this

firm, and in that time they have sue-,

ceeded in very largely incrcasing the
As
mentioned above, theirs is today one
of the largest and Dbest stocked yards
to be iound within the comnty, their

volume of business transacted.

complete line embracing lumber, Jath,

shingley, interior finish, sash, doors,
fooring, casing and mouldings, prepared
roofing, plaster board, wall plaster, ce-
n:ent and ridge voll, and many other of
the smaller articles usually found in

sueh establishments and required in the

eonstruction of the modern business
buildings and dwellings.

In the years that this lusiness has
been in operation this firn has soe-
ceeded in very firmly establshing them-
gelves with the people of this city and
vicinity, and today few of the con-
tractors or persons building think of
purchasing their materials before con-
sulting with this firm.

8. B. Gorham is now a resident of
the city of Detroit, Levi Marshal and
John M. Marshal being the resident
members of the firm and looking after

the business heve.

Batween the Sheds at the Lumber Yard of 8. B. Gorham & Co,
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Wm. Mansfield. |

Two Views of Prairie Creek Dam,

PRAIRIE CREEK MILLS. '

These mills were erscted in 1863 byL

Blanchard & Beattie, but sinve 1%70.

have been conducted by Wm. Mansfield
and some member of the Hoag family. |
at the present time heing owned by Wil-
liam Mangfield and Isaac P. Hoag, and
comdueted nnder the fivar vame of Mans-
field & Hoag.

Thege mills have a daily capacity of
100 barrels of flour, 15 tous of fecd and
a0 barrels of Luclwheat flour, and a
storage eapacity for 15,000 hushels of
wheat, They are lorated adjacent to
the Grand Trunk Railway, in the east-
crn portion of the city, and have as
Gine 2 water power us will he found
with any mill in this section.

City office, 214 West Main street.

Isaac P. Hoag.
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JONIA GITY LAUNDRY,

W. C. SNELL, Proprietor.

atson (. Snell was born on & farm

in the township of Baston, thia county,

W. C. Bnell.

June 3, 1838, receiving his edueation in
the district sehools of that township.
A= a voung man he engaged in farm-
ing on the old homestead in Easton.

In 188%5 Mv. 8nell removed to West-
ern Daketa, where he was engaged in
farming for the next three years, but
coming to the conclusion that Michigan
was good enough for him, he sold out
and ecame to Albion, Mich., where he
was engaged in the grocery business
for one year.

Tu 1889 he came Dback and lived en
the old farm in Easton for one year,
returning to Albion, rewmaining until
1893, then retnrning to this eity, wheve
he has since resided. T'pon taking up
his residence in this eity, he established
a harness store om Third street, which

he condueted about one year, then sell-

ing out and going into the groeery hus-
iness at 440 West Main sireet, where |

hie remained for three years.

From that time until the fall of 1906,
or in fact up to the present time, he hag
been engaged in dealing in real cstate.
In the fall of 190G he purchased the

fonin City Steam Lanndry, since whieh
time he has conducted the same, very
largely adding to the patronage and
placing it among the best laundries in
this section of the State.

Mr. Bnell has never Leen very active
in political affairs, vet has served the

city four rears as alderman from the
gecond ward, and three vears a member
of the hoard of public works.

Mr. Sneli’s residence at 642 West
Main street is one of the beauty spots
of the city, as is shown by the accom-

panying engraving.

Interior Ionia ity Stdam Lauudry.

Residence of W. C. Snell.
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Gharles A. Ireland.

While Chas. A, lreland has been a
resident of the eity of Ionia but little
over three years, he has in that time
so firmly identified himself with the
progress and prosperity of the vity that
today he is regarded as one of Jonia’s
most enterprising business men. The
business now comdneted by MMr. Treland
was established in 1879 by Nathan Ken-

Charles A. Irsland.

yon and conducted by him until March,
1904, when it was purchased by Toan &
Treland. In November of the same year
Mr, Ireland purchased his partner’s in-
terest, and has sinee conducted the busi-
ness alone,

This business embraces one of the
largest and best assorted. stocks of |
hardware, stoves, paints, oils, hardware |
sundries, and in faet everything usu-
ally to be found in an up-to-date hard-
ware store. Mr, Ireland believes in
building upon a solid foundation, and
that the foundation for business sue-
cess ig found throngh giving satisfac-
tion to all patrons. Thus it has always
been his endeavor not to ser how cheap

EE——— ey UL L DI TP TP TP T UL TP L L LD LD DDLU bbbl bl

any artiele could be soid, but rather
Le has devoted his atfention to giving
his patrons the best pessible values for
every doilar expended with him. That
these methods are appreciated by the
poople of Yonia and vieinity is shown
hy the constantly increasing trade
which he enjoys.

Mr. Ireland’s progressive business
spirit was early recognized hy his
fellow business wmen of Ionia, and he
is today serving ag president of the
Business Men’s Protective Association
and director of the Ionia RBoard of
Trade, twoe organizations of the busi-
ness men designed to promote thc in-
tereats of the city.

Charles A, Treland was born at Sub-
lette, T11., Nov. b, 1868, receiving his
education in the schools of that loeality
and later taking a literary and com-
mereial course in the college at Dixon,
T1l. When 18 years of age his parents
moved to Asbtom, Ill, he remaining

with them until November, 1830, when
he eame to Belding, Mich,, entering the
store of his brother, the late T. Frank
Treland., Here he remained until the
spring of 1891, when he returned to
Ashton, Tl., and purchased an interest
in a harnlware store, the firm being
Brewer & Ireland.

In the spring of 1894 Mr. Treland sold
his intervest in this business and again
located in Belding, being connected
with the hardware store of his brother
uniil he came to Temia te enter into
husiness.

Mr. Ireland has been very prominent
in Masonie cireles of Western Michi-
gan, having served as Master of Beld-

*ing Lodge, F. & A. M., for two years,

and being at the present time master
of Tonia Lodge, . & A. M. He has also
beld numerous other offices in the Ma-
gonic bodies,

Mr, Ireland wag married, Nov. 28,
1900, to Miss Agnes R. Spencer, of Beld-

ing.

Interior View of Hardware Store of Chas. A. Ireland.
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C. B Wardle.

C. B. Wardle couducts the most ex-
tensive insurance, real estate and loan
business to be found in this section of
Michigan. This business was estab-
lished in 1877,
been located in the presemt offices, in
the Wagar block.

This is the oldest insurancc agency

and for 28 years has

in the eity of Tonia, and at the present
time Mr, Wardle represents 20 com-
panics, eovering almost all eonceivable
lines of insurance risks—fire, life, lia-
bility,
glass, burglary, and in addition Mr.

aceident, steam boiler, plate

Clarence B. Wardle.

Wardle is general agent for a surety
In these

branehes of the ingsurance business Mr.

bouding eompany. varied
Wardle represents many of the oldest
and best companies now doing business
in this State, and carries risks which
run into very large figures.

The real estate braneh of the business
is algo of eounsiderable proportions, and
in addition to the usual real estate
transaetions, Mr. Wardle makes a spe-
eialt: of purchasing residences and sell-
ing them on contract. Tun the years
which he has condueted this office, this

gentleman has been connected with

pr———— T TP L L DL LD DL D D DB L L ket

many of the larger real estate deals in
this section of Michigan,

In the real estate loan department
he also hag a very extensive business,
his loans ai the present time amounting
to about one-guarter of a million dol-
lars.

Clarence B, Wardle was born in
Brooklyn, N. Y., Sept. 8, 1855, living in
that eity and on Long Island until 22
years of age, and receiving his educa-
In 1877 he came to this
city and established himself in the in-

tion there.

surance and real estate business, later
taking a course in the University of
Michigan, at .Ann Arbor, and gradu-
ating from the law department with
the class of 187%. Although Mr. War-
dle ig a member of the Ionia county
bar, he has not been in the aetive prac-
tice of law for many years, giving his
attention to lLis real estate and insur-

ance busiuess.

Turing his residence in this eity, Mr.
Wardle has at all times shown himself
interested in the upbuilding of Tonia,
and has at various times been con-
nected with very many of her manu-
facturing institutions. He was a di-
reclor and seeretary and treasurer of
the Ionia Wagon Co. hefore the reor-
ganization; he was also one of the first
directors of the Michigan Clothing Co.,
a position which he still holds, He was
also vice-president of the Tonia Pottery
C'o. and a director and trustee of the
Tonia Furniture Co.

Mr.

three terms as ecirenit court commis-

Wardle has served the county

sioner, and is at the present time one
of the directors of the Tonia Board of
Trade.

Mpy. Wardle was married, Oct. 3, 1888,
to Miss Gertrude Townsend, daughter
of the late L. B. Townsend, of this eity.
Their home, at 320 LaFayette street, is

shown in the aceompanying engraving.

Residence of C. B. Wardle.
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JOHN C.

The shoe store conducted by Jahn G,
Beattie was purchased by him in 1898,
and (uring the past uine years has
been condueted by him at the same lo-
cution—>328 West Main  strect.  Mr.
Beattie is ¢ practical sboe man, having
gerved vears in the shoe factories of
this conntry, amd learning all the de-
tails in the manufuctare of shoes, thus

enabling him to quickly and covreetly

judge of the guality of gooils offercd

him,

Yince engaging in this line of Lusi-
ness Mr. Beattie has endeavored to give
Lig eustomers the henefit of the Lknowl-
edge thus acquired by him, and all of
his goods are wmade tfo orider, he pur-
chasing no job-lots or speeial offerings
at the hands of the manufacturers. It

has at all times l:cen his aim to scewre

fit, quality and style, and at the same |

time get a shoe which he conld guaran-
tee to his enstomers, low well he has
sneeeeled in these efforts is beat ghown
by the manner in whicl his trade has
inereaced wear affcr year.

Joun (. Beattic was born in Antrim
couuty, 1860,
coming to this eountry with his father
when 12 years of age, they locating at
Joliet, IL, at that time. Before leav-

Treland, December 25

ing Ircland, Mr.

meneed to learn the shoe manunfactvr

ers’ trade, aml after two vears’ resi-

----------------------------------------------.----------------

ERTTI

Beattic had  com- 01ght years, and going to Jackson when

{the firm seeurcd the contract in the

lli

prison at that place. After thres years’

denee at Jolict, went to Chicago and . residence at Jackson, he went to Jef-

Interior of Store

| entered the factory of C. H, YFargo &

{l0., rewmaining with that firm for 13
years. When Fargo & (o., in 1878,
sienred tie prisdn contraet in this eity.
sntter, remaining here

fun o fiero e

of J. C. Beattie.

ferson City, Mo., entering the employ
of Cicsecke Bres. & Co., ag superin-
tendent of the enstom department, and
remaining with fhem pine years, or ul-
til 1898, when he returned to Tonia and
engaged in luainess for himself, as
noted above.

During lis residence in this eity, Mr.
Beattie has alvrays manifested an active
interest in its welfare, and has served
the eity as City Treasurer for two
terms, and Alderman for two years.
He is an active Republican, and has

gerved as a member of their county

committee.

Mr. Beattic was married, Nov. 20,
|1ssz to Miss Edith Allured, of this
i city, and to them eight children have
been horn. George, the oldest, died in
| September, 1904, being buried on his
ot birthday. Mr. and Mris Beattie

and family are shown in the aceom-

| panying engraving. The names of the
1ehil(iren follow, according to age:
Robert 9., Lenora N, Graee, Kdith,

John J., Alice and Nancy.

———————— -----un-----.--.------'-----l---------n--------n------
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HKLDERMAN K. J . ASHDOMN.

Arthur J. Ashdowa was horn  at
Gravesend, Fonglaml, Qct. 6, 1860, going
to Canada with lis parents when 13
vears of age, they locating in Torento,
Ont., where the fawily resided until the
winter of 1855, At Toronto the senior
Mr, Ashdown was cengaged in the manu-
facture of willow and rattan goods—
willow and rattan then being used in
place of the reed now in use.

Arthur J, Ashdown here learned the
business of manutacturing this class of
goods, not vuly paying close attention
to their manufacture in every cetail,
hut also looking after the selling de-
partment, thus learning the business
from onc cnd to the other.

Tn 1835 Mr. Ashdown, 8r., sold out

his business to Jas. ITuy & Co.,, Wood- |
stock, Ont.,, who engaged Arthur J.;
Ashdown as designer. !

After working in that capacity for
two wyears, his emjpoyers sent him to
Hebhoken, N, I, to start a hranch fae-

which he operated successfully for four

vears, when he resigned to engage in

A. J. Ashdown.

husiness on his own account, this time
at Elizabeth, N. J.

' Reed

Plivenix Reed Co. at Detroit, which was
one year later moved to Ypsilanti, the

;style Dbeing changed to the Ypsilanti

Reed Furniture Co,, they conducting the
business there until 1903, when they
came to this eity,

Mr. Ashdown is connected with va-
rions business enterprises, heing secre-
tary and treasarer of the Ypsilanti
Furniture Co. and the Marvel
Manufacturing Co., both of this eity,
and ulso secretary and treasurer of the

Acme Heed Furniture Co., the factory

j of whieh is located at Jaekson, Mieh,

Since his fArst becoming a citizen of
[onia Die bhas manifested a hearty in-
ferest in the growth and welfare of the
¢ity., In the spring of 1906 lhe vras
eleeted aliderman from the third ward,
and his service on the council is highly
commended by the hest eitizens of the
city.

Mr. Aslddown was wmarried in 1881 to

In 1901 Mr. A, J. Ashdown associated | Miss Mileah M, Thwaites, of Toronto,

tory for the maunfacture of rvecd goods, ‘ himself with others in organizing the' Ont.

Residence of A. J. Ashdown.
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WM. WING.
Wm, Wing was horn in Canada, May
G, 1850, on a farm in Waterloo eounty,

vhere he received his edueation and:

lived with his pavents nutil 20 vears of
age.  Ir 1870 he wenf fo Waterloo to

learn the harnessmaker’s

trade,

Te-

VWm. Wing.

maining there nntil 1872, wwhen he came
to this eity and where hie worked at his
trade for the next three years.

In 1873 he started a harness store for
bhimself in the Hacket block, where he
remained for a mumber of yoears. In
1586 he purcliased the building now oc-
cupied by him, and in whieh will be
found one of the most eomplete atocks
of larness, trunks, valises, robes and
whips to be found in this scetion. That
Mr, Wing has made a success of this
Tmeiness is shown by the large and con-
stantly inereasing patronage which he
is receiving from the people of this
eity and the adjoining eountry. M.

Intericr of the Armitage Studio.

Wing is one of thosc gentlemen who
helieves that he can best gain and re-
tain the patronage of the people by giv-
ing them complete satisfaction in all

| that they bhuy from him—a rule which

certainly has gained for him a very
large eirele of friends.

Mr, Wing was married in 1876 to
Mivg Carrie Gundrum, of this cit},

e o

THE ARMITAGE STUDIO.

KEdward D. Armitage wag horn at
Pittsfield, Mass, Nov. 2, 1860, where
Le lived until nine years of age, when
his parents moved to Grand Rapids,
Mich., where Mr. Armitage veceived his
education in the schools of that city.

When 19 years of age Mr. Armitage

entered the eigar faetory of his father|

as bookkeeper, and one year later,
upon the death of his father, elosed up

the business and entered the employ of

the Michigan Central Railway Co., at
Grand Rapids. Three vears later he
resigned to accept a position in the
general offices of the Western Michigan
R. R, then located at Grand Rapids.
When this line was consolidated with
the Pere Marquette Railway he removed
te Detroit, entering the oftices there,
but later going to Cincinnati, when the
Pere Marquette and C. H. & D. were
consolidated.

Mr. Armitage remained in Cinein-
nati until July, 1905, when he resigned
and went to Effingham, I1l., where he
entered the College of Photography,
graduating one year later. In April,
1906, he came fo Tonia and purchased
what was then known as the Nix Studio,
which he bas since conducted.

A very Jarge portion of the pietures
shown in this book were taken by Mr.
Armitage, and a glance through ite

Residence of Wm. Wing.

o O Y O

Edward D. Armitags.

pages will be all that is mecessary to
convince the reader as to the quality
of his work. -

My. Armitage was married July 15,
1885, to DMiss Lillian Chapman, of
Grand Rapids.
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The First Baptist Church of lonia.

Phe First Baptist church of Tonia was
organized on the twenty-fourth day of
June, A. D, 1334, with six eonstituent
members, viz.: Samuel Dexter and wife,

Rev. E. E. Branch.

Alfred Cornell and wife, and Iirastus
Yeomans and wife, and these families
are all represented in the present mem-

Interior of the First Baptist Chureh of Ionia.

letter was Benjamin G. Barher, and the
first member by baptism was Dr. Wm,
|B. Lincoln, who was elected the first

bership, The first member received by] clerk. This society, in the early forties,

e g

The First Baptist Church of Ionia.

E erccted the first house of worship in the

 place, on the site where Dr. Defondort’s
. house now stands. The prevent church
building was erected in 1870-T1, af a
cost of $20,000; and of the present
membership of 871, twenty-eight were
members at that time.

During the more than seventy years,
fifteen pastors have ministered to the
apiritual interests of the choreh, the
present pastor, Rev. E. . Branch, hav-
ing been called to the work March 1st,
1905,

During the past year, most important
and permanent improvements have beer
made, at a cost of nearly $2,0u00, in ad-
dition to the payment of o moertgage of
$700, leaving the socicty out of debf.
The lower rooms are being used by stu-
dents and business men for grmnasium
work under the supervision of the pas-
l'tor, and o class of young ladies meet
| once & week under the direction of an
instructor.

Reading room and a shower bath
will be added in the near future.

The Sunday school and B. ¥. P. T.
are doing good work, while the ladies
are active in missionary and Aid So-
vietv interests. Applied Christianity
is the motto that governs all the work
of this chureh.

Rev. H. E. Branch has been in the
! ministry sixteen years, being located at

i Kalamazoo five vears before loeating
\here.

-------------u-------------------H-----------n-—----------s-------------------------
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FRANK D. M. DAVIS,

Judge F. D. M. Davis was born at
Buffalo, N. Y., April 9, 1852, coming to
Michigar in 1861, where he worked
upon farms in this vicinity and at-
tended school for a number of jears.
Then he began teaching school, and for
a4 number of years alternated teaching
and attending school.

When 21 years of age he entered the
law office of Marble & Webster and be-
gan the study of law, heing admittted
to the bar in August, 1674, In March,
1875, he opened an offiee at Baranac
and hegan the practice of his profes-

Judge F. D. M. Davis.

sion, remaining there until 1881. In
the fall of 1880 he was elected Prose-
cuting Attorney, removing to the city
of Ionia in January, 1881, to assume
the duties of that office. He was re-
elected in the fall of 1882, and upon the
completion of that term of office, prae-
ticed his profession in this city until
1888, when he was again elected Prose-
cuting Attorney, bheing re-cleeted in
1890,

In April, 1892, he was elected Mayor
of this city, and in the spring of 1893

Residence of Judge Montgomery Webster.

he was chosen Cireuit Judge, discharg-
ing the duties of that position with
sueh universal satisfaction that he was
re-elected in 1899 and again in 19uS
without opposition.

Mr. Davis was married, October 7,
1874, to Migs Ellen A, Strong, of Easton
township. They have two children:
Tlvert M., of the law firm of Seully &
Davis, this eity, and Miss Elva R., at
home.

o of o

MONTGOMERY WEEBSTER.

Montgomery Webster was born in
Tonia, Septemher 13, 1876, and received
his education in the schools of this eity,
graduating from the high sechool in
1895, after which he took a three years’
course in the literary department of the
Untversity of Michigan at .Ann Arhor.
In 1899 he taught mathematies and his-
torv in the Central schoel of this eity,
and the following year entered the of-
fice of his father, the late Judge W. O.

Residence of Judge F. D. M, Davis,
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Webster, and began the study of law.
When Wm., O. Wehster was elected
Judge of Probate, his son went to the
Prohate Office as Probate Rogister, re-
maining there until 1904, when he re-
turned to Ann Arbor, completed his
literary course and entered the law de-

Judge Montzomery Webster.

partment of the University, remain-
ing there until the death of his father,
Dae. 2, 1904,

His conneetion with the probate of-
fice was vecognized as particularly fit-

‘ting him to take up the work of his

{ather, and he was appointed Judge of
Probate by Gov. Bliss to hold until an
election should be had. In the fall of
1906 he was nominated by the Republi-
cans to fill the vaeancy in that office,
and the faet that his work during the
preceding two years had been emi-
nently satisfactory to the people of the
county was demonstrated very foreibly

by the fact that he led the Republican

ticket, receiving a majority of 1,341,
Judge Webster has been secretary
and president of the Gridley Club, is an
elder in the Presbyterian ehureh, and
is conneeted with several of the frater-
nal »nd busincss interests of the county.
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HARRY J. HOLBROOK.

Harry J. Holbrook was born at Hub-
bardston, Mich,, Mareh 29, 1874, and
received his edueation in the scheols of
that village. At 16 years of age he en-
tered his father’s store, at Hubbards-
ton, remaining there until 1893, which
year he spent as elerk in a drug store
at 8t. Johna.

In the fall of 1894 he returnmed to
Hubbardston and opened a drug store,
which he conducted for two years, then
gelling out and going to Maple Rapids,
where he condueted a feed store,

In the fall of 1897 he returned to
Hubbardston and entered the store of

Republicans of that section before com-
ing to Tunia. Here he hag lost none of
his political prestige, and in the cam-
paign just closed he looked after the
interests of Hom. G. J. Diekema in
Tonia eonnty, contributing quite largely
to the splendid showing made by that
gentleman in his race for a seat in
Congress.

Mr. Holbrook was married Septem-
ber 8, 1906, to Miss Theo. Zank, of this
eily.

L L L)

DWIGHT C. SHELDON.

Dwight C. Sheldon was born at
Grand Haven, Mich., March 8, 1873, and

Nichols. Here he remained for five
months, when he removed to Belding,
where he opened an office for the prae-
tice of law. At Belding he was more
than ordinarily successful, establishing
8, business which iz seldom found under
like conditions, and being ecity attor-
ney for seven years.

Since locating in this county Mr.
Sheldon has taken an active interest in
political matters. He is a staunch Re-
publican, and has served as president
and seeretary of the Gridley club, pres-

lident of the Young Men’s Republican

elub of RBelding. When Frank Bur-
banks tesigned the office of prosecu-
ting attorney, in December, 1906, Mr.

H. J. Holbrook,
County Olerk.

D. C. Bheldon,
Prosecuting Attorney.

W. W. Townsend, remaining there for
five years.

Tn the fall of 1902 he reccived the
Republican County
Clerk, being elected by a handsome
majority, Jan. 1, 1903, he assumed the
duties of that office, and hiz adminis-
tration of eountw affairs, as conneeted
with the office of County Clerk, has been

nomination for

of sueh eminent satisfaction that he |

has since been twice re-elected—in the
fall of 1904 and 1906, and at the pres-
ent time is serving his third term in
that eapacity.

‘While residing at Hubbardston, Mr.
Holbrook served several terms as Vil
lage and Township Clerk, and had long
been regarded as one of the prominent

received his elementary education in the
sehools of that eity. After leaving the
city schools he entersd the office of the
Challenge Refrigerator Co., of which
his father was president, as bookkeeper,
remaining there until he reached the
age of 20 years.

Then he spent one year at the Michi-
gan Agriculiural College, going from
there to the IMichigan University at
" Anp Arbor, where he entered the lit-
jerary (epartment. After completing
‘his studies in this depariment he en-
!tered the law department, graduating
lin June of 1898.
| After leaving the Michigan Univer-
isity, Mr, Sheldon came to Ionia, enter-
ling the law offices of G. E. & M. A,

Sheldon was appointed to that posi-
tion, having received the endorsement
of fally three-fourthe of the setive Re-
publicans of the county.

On assuming the duties of this posi-
tion, Mr, Sheldon became a regident of
the citv of Tonia. Although it is bub
four months sinee he assumed to dis-
charge the duties of this office, his
prompt and ecareful metheds have al-
ready won the approbation of the tax-
payers of the eountr, and his pains-
taking preparation of his eases for
court trial is bound to place him among
the leading attorneys of Western Mich-
igan,

Mr, Bheldon was married January 14,
1893, to Miss Dora Chase, of Otisco.
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THOS. SPARKS,

Thomas Sparks was born in England,
June 19, 1847, and received his educa-
tion in that country, coming to America
in 1872. He at first loeated in Kent
county, this State, whers he purchased
a farm, and on which he lived for the
first toen years of his residenmce in the
United States.

In 1887 he sold his Kent county farm
and purchased one in Campbell town-
chip, this county, where he lived until
January, 1901, when he removed to this
city to accept the appointment as Dep-

but he also inspired the confidence of:
{ Casket Co., after which he opened a

the people of the county as well, with
the result that he was nominated for
County Treasurer by the Republicans
in the fall of 1906, and elected by the
second largest majority om the ticket.

While residing in Kent county, Mr.
Sparks served for a number of years as
Justice of the Peace, and after taking
up his residence in this county was four
times elected Superviser of Campbell
townghip,

Mr, Sparks was married January 1,
1873, to Miss Lucinda G. Knicker-
boeker, of Campbell township.

secretary and treasurer of fhe Milier

book and statiomery store, which he

, conducted until January 1st of the pres-

ent year.

Mr. Wilder served the city of Belding
for twelve years as Supervisor from
the third ward, and was twice elected
chairman of thc Board of Supervisors.
He also served that city for several
years as eity Auditor, his work in both
positions always being performed in o
manner which gave entire satisfaction
to the peeple of that city.

In the fall of 1806 he received the

Thos. Sparks,
County Treasurer.

Wm. A. Wilder,
Register of Deeds.

uty County Treasurer under E, F, Cool.
8o well did he discharge the duties

of this position that when Capt. E. 1L |

Allen, of Portland, was elected County
Treasurer, in the fall of 1902, he was
retained in the position of deputy by
him, and during the four years which
Capt. Allen held that position, Mr.
Sparks was, as a matter of faet, the
County Treasurer, Capt. Allen’s busi-
ness interests demanding his time, and
his confidence in Mr, 8parks permit-
ting him to leave the affairs of the of-
fice almost entirely in his hands,
Not only was Capt. Allen satisfled
with the manner in which Mr, Bparks
looked after the finances of the county,

WM. A. WILDER.

William A, Wilder was born ai Sub-
flet‘.te, Illinoix, Jan. 8, 1856, and received
his edueation in the schools of that
city, and after graduvating from the
i high school, spent one year in attend-
fsmce upon the Illinois State Normal
School.
i Returning to his home, he entered the
Estore of his father, and upon attaining
hig majority, was admitted ag a part-
ner in the firmm, they conduecting a gen-
eral mercantile business for the next
twelve years.

Tn 1880 he came to Michigan, locating
at Belding, where for five years he was

Republican nomination for Register of
Deeds, being elected at the November
clection with a majority which gave
ovidence of the popularity which he
had attained with the voters of the
county.

Januvary 1, 1907, he assumed the du-
ties of Register of Deeds, and the man-
ner in which he is discharging the du-
ties of that office leaves little doubt of
hig re-election for a second term.

Mr. Wilder wes married July 31,
1879, to Miss Jessie A. Dexter, of Sub-
lette, Til.
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Steriff E. F. Cilley.

Elmer F. Cilley was born on a farm
in Boston township, Tonia county, Mich-
igan, September 4th, 1861, and resided

Elmer F. Cilley, Sheriff,

upen the same farm unfil he came to
thia city to take up the duties of
Sheriff of Ionia county,

My. Cilley received his edueation in
the schools of Boston township, and
upon the death of his father he pur-
chased the interest of the other heirs,
devoting his attention to farming the
old homestead. For the past twenty
years he hag devoted a large amount of
time and attention to the raising of

regiatered Rambouillet sheep, and that

ship, this county. i

he has made a suceess of this branch of
farming is shown by the fact that at
the Michigan State Fair in the fall of
1006 he won two gold cups, eight silver
medals, and the grand championship
for this breed of sheep.

Mzr. Cilley was president of the Bos-
ton Bheep and Rtoek association for
twenty years. He has also served the
township eight years on the board of
review, and twice declined the Republi-
can nowmination for supervisor.

In the fall of 1906 Mr. Cilley received
the Republican nomination for Sheriff,
being elected by a substantial majority,
and assuming the duties of that offine
on the lst of January last, since which
time he has discharged the duties of
that position with entire satisfaction to
the people of the county.

Mr, Cilley was married Dec. 23, 1881,i
to Miss Lotta Powell, of Berlin town-!

oo o

Harvey H. Lowrey.

Harvey H, Lowrey was borm on a
farm in the township of Berlin, Angust
14, 1878, and received his elementary
education in the distriet schools of that
township, afterward attending the high
achool in the village of Saranae. Later
he attended five or six terms at the

Ionia County Jail, Ionia, Mich.

i o N N N s D e e o e -

Ferris Institute, Big Rapids, and the
Central Michigan Normal School at
Mt., Pleasant,

Mr. Lowrey began teaching when 17
years of age, and taught continuously
for tem years, his attendance upon the

Harvey H. Lowrey.

Ferris Inatitute and Normal being dur-
ing the summer vacations.

As a teacher, Mr, Lowrey had more
than ordinary suecess, and for three
years served as assistant to the prin-
cipal of the Saranac schools, then going
to Pewamo, where he remained as prin-
cipal of the schools for the mnext two
vears. During his career he has taught
in all grades, from the smaller distriert
schools to the village high schools.

Upon the death of M. F. Heott, in
February, 1905, Mr. Lowrey wad
appointed County Commissioner of
SBchools, being one of eight candidates
for that positiom, and in the two and
one-half years which have since elapsed
he has proved himself one of the most
efficient Commissioners that it has ever
been the good fortune of this county
to possess. That this assertion is cox-
rect, is shown by the fact that at the
April electiomn, just passed, he was re-
cleeted to this position without oppo-
gition. Mr. Lowrey is a Republican,
and was nominated upon that ticket,
while the Democecrats made several at-

tempta to find a eandidate to make the

run against him, but finally decided
to leave that place uwpon their ticket
blanlk,

Mr. Lowrev was married Augnst 10,
1399, to Miss Evelyn & Curtis, of Bor-

|Tin township.
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R. A. HAWLEY.

Royal A. Hawley was born on a farm
in the township of Keene, this county,
March 21, 1857, being a son of the late
Willard Hawley, whose death occurred
while serving this county as a member
of the Legislature of 1901,

R. A. Hawley received his eduecation
in the distriet schools of Keene, later
taking a four-year course in the Tomia
schools, graduating from the high
sechool in June, 1876. He then taught
school for a time and in 1575 entered
the literary department of the Uni-
versity of Michigan. In the fall of,
1879 bhe came to Tomia and began the-

Royal A. Hawley.

study of law in the office of the labe
W. 0. Webster, being admitted to the
bar in the fall of 1880. The same fall
he was elected Cireuit Court Commis-

sioner upon the Republican ticket.

Residence of R. A. Hawley.

In May, 1881, Mr. Hawley went {o

he practiced law until May, 1890, when
he removed to this city. In 1892 MMr.
Hawley was cleeted Prosecuting At-

Raranae, opening an office there, where |

torney, and re-elected in 1894, both |

times being nominated by the Republi-
cans, and hig re-clection being with a
majority of 1800.

Mr, Hawler has been very sunccessful
in the practice of Jaw, His conneetion
with the defense in the celebrated
Grand Rapids water cases, and the
manner in which he handled them, has
placed him in the very front ranks of
the attorneys of the State.

Mr, Hawley was married, Nov, 7,

1881, to Miss Bernice A, Crumb, of
SBaranac.

Residence on West Washington Street owned by R. A. Hawley.

] 0 Ol .

J. FRED ARMSTRONG.

J. Fred Armstrong was born in Can-
ada, Sept. 18, 1881, coming to Detroit,
Mich,, when 17 vears of age. He at
onee commenced work in the hotels of
that eity, and has gradually mastered
all of the details in the management
of & popular hostelry. Before coming

to Tonia he was connected in various
capacities with the Cadillac and Rus-
sell, at Detroit; the Iroquois, at Buf-
falo, and the Hollenden, at Cleveland.

J. Fred Armstrong.

When Peterline & Nibolink purchased
the Hotel Bailey, in this eity, in De-
cember, 1903, he ecame here as clerk,
being retained by 8. C. L. Brown when
he purchased the house from those gen-
tlemen and again beeame proprietor.
Tn the three and one-half vears that he
hag oceupied that positiom, Mr. Arm-
strong has not only won the entire con-
fidence of his emplover, but has gained
a friendship among the traveling pub-
lie reldom gained by any man behind
the hotel desl,

i smsmmemy
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GEORGE E. NICHOLS.

George E. Nichols was born on a
farm in Oneida township, Eaton ecountv,
Michigan, August 8, 1861, receiving his
education in the distriet schools and a
private academy at Grand Ledge.

In 1880 he commenced the study of
law in the office of A, A. Fllis, of this
city, being admitted to the bar in
April, 1883,
at Grand Ledge, remaining there one

He then opened an office

and one-half years, when he returned

+eo. B. Nichols.

to this eity as Assistant Proseeunting
Attorney, under A. A. Ellis. In 1886
he entered inte a partnership with
Judge F. D. M. Davis, which partner-
Then
he formed a partnership with A. A.
Ellis and F. (. Miller, under the firm
name of Xllsg, Nichols & Miller, one
sear later withdrawing to engage in
business with his brother under the
firm mame of Greo. E. & M. A. Nichols.
This firm continued until May, 1905,
when M. A. Nichols removed to Grand
Rapids. In May, 1906, he formed a
partnership with D. C. Sheldon, the
firm name being Nichols & Sheldon,

ship continued for seven years.

which partnership still exists, they be-
ing recognized as one of the Teading
law firms of this section of Michigan.

Mr, Nichols is a staunch Republican,
and from 1898 to 1902 was chairman

of the Repnblican county ecommittee.

Tn 1900 he was clected to the State:

Senate upon the Republican ticket, and
served with honor to himself and the
entire satisfaction of his constituents.

Mr, Nichols is active in anything that

will promote the interest of Iomnia, his
zeal being recognized in his selection
as president of the Tonia Board of
Tradle,

Mr. Nichols was married, October 10,
1888, to Miss Harriet Kennedy, of this
eity,

o e

JOHN NICHOL.

John Nichol was born in Ireland, May
27, 1847, and came to this conuntry when
18 years of age, locating in Philadel-
phia, where he learned the trade of
house and sign painter, following that
vocation there until 1872, In that year
Le purchased a farm in Danby town-
¢hip, this eounty, and took his resi-
dence thereon. For the next twelve
vears ir. Nichol farmed it, but being
eclected county drain commissioner in
1884, he sold his farm and teck up his
regidence in this eity.

Tor four vears he served this county
as drain eommissioner, being re-elected
in 1886, during that time taking up fhe
study of law, which he completed after
the expiration of his term of office,
being admitted to the bar in 1892, pass-
ing his examination in the Hupreme
Court, and immediately opening offices
in the Webher block for the practiee of
his profession.

Mr, Niehol’s present offices are lo-
cated in Suit J, Morre & Babeoek build-

| Lonin Commandery, K. T.

ing, and are among the most pleasant
to be found in this eity.

Mr. Nichol has for some years been
very prominent in Masonie circles, serv-
ing Tonia Lodge No. 36, F. & A M, ag
W. M. in 1899-1900. Since 1898 he has
lield the position of Thrice Illustrious
Master of Ionia Counecil No, 12, Royal
and Heleet Masters, and is at the pres-
ent time High Priest of Tonia Chapter,
R. A. M, having gerved in that eapaec-

ity sinec 1002, Hc is also serving his

John Nichol.

ihirel term ag Kminent Commander of
Mr. Nichol
is also a member of the Grand Couneil
of 8. M. of Llichigan, a 32d degree
Mason and a Shriner,

Mr, Nichol was married in February
of 1871 to Miss Mary L. Creaser, of
Philadelphia.

Residence of Geo. E, Nichols.
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ALFRED R. LOCKE.

Alfred R. Locke was born in the town-
ship of Easton, Ionia county, Aug. 28,
1868. When four years of age his par-
ents moved to a farm 1% miles sruth
of Belding. His father, Wilbur H.
Loecke, was born in Ronald, Ionia eoun-
ty, in 1841, and his mother in Orleans
county, N. Y., and came to Toniu county
in 1865,

Alfred R. Locke was brought up on
a farm. He graduated from the Bel-

Alfred R. Locke.

ding high school in 1886, and from the
Miechigan Agrienltural College in 1591,
He began the study of law in 1891, and
wag elerk of the Law Library at Lan-
sing during Governor Winans’ admin-
istration. In June, 1893, he was ap-
pointed Deput~ United States Comsul
at Glasgow, Scotland, by Judge Allen
B. Morse, then United States Comnsul.
He began the active practice of law at
Belding in 1895, and in 1898 formed a
law partnership with Judge Allen B.
Morse at Tonia, where he has since heen
in active practice of his profession.

Reridence of BEdwin A. Murphy.

In February, 1901, he was appeinted a |

member of the Board of Control of the

Michigan Reformatory by Governor
Bliss, and in 1907 was reappointed by
Governor Warner. He was a cadidate
for prosecuting attorney upon the Dem-
oeratic ticket in 1902, Lut was defeated
by a rmall majoritr. He has held the
ofiice of eity attorney of Yonia for
three terms.

In 1891 he wasz married to Ona B.
Morse, a daughter of Josepk D. and
Emily Morse, of Otisco.

o e o i
EDWIN A. MURFHY. |

Edwin A. Murphy was born at
Lyons, Mich, April 27, 1861, and at-
tended the distriet schools until 1880,
when he ermmenced teaching. This
vocation he rollowed, being engaged in
the district schools of this coumnty, for
six jears, then taking a course in the

Residence of A. R. Locke,

——

Ypsilanti State Normal and Michigan
Agricultural College, after which ha
engaged as prineipal of the Pewamo
schools and later going {0 Muir, where
he officiated in the same capaeity.

In 1891 he was elected eounty school

Edwin A, Murphy.

commissioner, holding that office for
four years, in the meantime taking up
the study of law, and being admitted
to the bar in 1894, In the fall of 1894
he entered the law department of the
University of Michigan, graduating
from there in June, 1895. He imme-
diatelv eame to Tonia anc beecame a
member of the law firm of Loecke, Mus-
phy & Locke. 'This partnership eon-
tinued until 1899, sinee which time he
hag contimued the practice of his pro-
fession alone, his present offices being
in the Graft block.

From 1900 to 1902 Mr. Murphy offi-
ciated as Deputy Great Commander of
the Maceabees, doing efficlent work.
In 1904 he was elected ecireuit eourt
commissioner on the Republican ticket,
and again in 1904,

Mr. Murphy was married, August 25,
1996, to Miss Grace E. Hawley, of
Keene township, this county.
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BOULLY & DAVIS.

This law firm was established Jan-
uary 1, 1904, and is today ome of the
leading legal firms of this section of
Michigan, they having modern offices
in the New Webber Block, this eity.

Hon, Jas. Scully was born at QOscola,

Mich,, Jar, 13, 1862, came to Tonia in!
1889 and entered the law office of A. A. |

Bllis. Was admitted to the har in
1890, then became a member of the law

Hon. James Scullz-.

firm of Chaddoek & Scully, which econ-
tinued to 1904, when the present firm
was organized. Mr. Scullr was two
years mayor of this eity, and served
this county two terms in the State
Legiglature,

Elvert M, Davis was born in Sara-
nae, Mich., Oct. 21, 1875, coming to this

city with his parents iu 1879, when his
father, Judge F. D. M. Davis, was
elected prorecuting attorney. M.

Elvert M. Davis,

Davis graduated from the Tretroit Col-
lege o1 Law in 1899, when he returned
to this city and eantered the office of

A. A, Ellis, remaining there until the -

present copartnership was formed,

Robb & Reed.

Thig firm consists of Herbert H, Robb
and Burton L. Reed, two of Ionia’s
young and hustling business men, who
started in business at this stand in
September of 1902,

From the very outset these genile-

Herbert H. Robhb.

men have been greetrd with success,
their trade constanily inereasing, and
their stock being inereased to meet the
demands, until today they have one of
the largest and best assorted stoeks of
staple and faney groceries to be found

in doy stars in this seetion of the State,

Que fhing whigh has rontrilitai VALY
lnrgely toward the supdiss whieh thay
hivweosron lz the proipt survies pivan
pnkLomers, ey twa

LHEiTg delivers

Wil b, d making o epustunt en-

i
:
{ Burton L. Reed.

F deavor te get the goods to the customer
when wanted, and as wanted.

| Their store is located at 337 West
Main strect, one of the best loeations
in the city, and a glance at the accom-
panying engraving will show that it is
iv.'ell stocked and well kept.
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DR. F. LINDLAY HOAG.

Dr. F. Lindlay Hoag was born at
Homer, Courtland eounty, N, ¥, (Home-
ville, the home of David Harum), Sep-
tember 2, 1857, receiving his elemen-
tary education in the local schools and
the Courtland State Normal.

When 21 years of age he suceeeded
Judge Alton B. Parker (Democratic

Dr. F. Lindlay Hoa™.

Presidential candidate in 1904) as prin-
cipal of the union schools at Acecord,
N. Y., which position he filled for three
years. While teaching, he took up the
study of medicine, later going to the
Chicago Homeopathic College, gradu-
ating in 1884, and returning to Court-
land to practice for four years. In 1858
he went to New York, spending two
years in a special studv of the eye, ear,
nose and throat, and graduating from
the Ophthalmie College and Hospital in
1889, then serving one year as clinical
assistant in that imstitution,

In 1891 he loeated in Grand Rapids,
Mieh.,, making a specialty of the eye,
ear, nose and tliroat, and where he re-

‘and at the Soldiers’ Home,

Residence of F. A. Chapman.

mained until 1904, when he came to
Tonia. In Grand Rapids he vas on the
staff of the U. B, A. Hospital, and lee-
tured to the nurses in that institutiom
Hinee lo-
cating in Tonia he has done a general
practice, althoungh giving special atten-
tion to the eye, ear, nose and throat.

Dr. Hoag is a2 member of the Ameri-
can Medieal Association and of the
State and rounty societies, He is also
a Mazon, Elk and Pythian.

Dr. Ioag was married, April 17, 1903,

to Mrs. Helen J. Phillips, of Grand

Rapids.
Ak
F. A. CHAFMAN.,

Frederick A. Chapman was born in |
England, Oect. 16, 1878, and when fom |
years old eame with his parents to To-
ronto, Ont., where he lived until 1892. |

Residence of Dr. F, Lindlay Hoag

At that time lhe took up his residence
in Detroit, entering the employ of the
Pioneer Reed Co., then under the man-
agement of John Thwaites, now of this
city. Later, when Mr. Thwaites ac-
cepted the management of the Wolver-
ine Reed Furniture Co., Mr. Chapman
also entered their employ. When this
latter concern moved to Ypsilanti and
changed its name to the Ypsilanti Reed

Frederick A. Chapman,

Furniture Co., Mr. Chapman took up
hig residence in Ypsilanti. In 1903,
when the firm came to this city, Mr
Chapman eame here as superintendent
of their operations.

Mr. Chapman commenced with this
firm as a small boy and by steps has
climbed to the positicn of superintend-
ent, at the same time having hecome a
stockholder and director of the ecom-
panv. Ile is also interested as stoek-
holder and director in the Aeme Reed
Furniture Co., of Jackson, Mich,

Mr. Chapman was married, July 10,
1900, to Miss Theela Denk, of Detroit,
and the accompanying engraving ghows
their Ionia home,

|
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Alex. T. Montgomery

Mr. Montgomery conduecis the livery
and sale stable shown in the accom-
panying engraving, the business hav-
ing been first established by Mr. Mont-
gomery in 1883, From the start the
business grew and prospered, and in
1895 Mr., Montgomery erected the fine
building herewith shown. The business
had prior to that time been conducted
in a buildizg standing on the same
ground.

By a eareful attention to the details
of hie business, Mr. Montgomerr has
suceeeded in building up a very profit-
able patronage, and probably has dur-
ing the past 25 years purchased and
shipped more horses than any other one
man in this eounty. While he bas

given much attention to the purehasing!

of horees for outside customers, he has

not negleeted the details of his liveryL
business, and today has the largest:

business in that line in this city. Mr.
Montgomery is awake and ready for
business at all times, endeavoring to
serve his patrons in a first-class man-
ner and ai reasonable prices. IHe real-
izes that the public appreciate good con-
vevances, well-kept and well-groomed
horses, and turnouts whirh present =
general neat and tidy appearance, and
it ever has been his endeavor to give

hiz eustomers what they want in that
line.

Alexander T. Montgomery was born
on o farm mear Corunna, Mich., Sep-
tember 12, 1853, coming to Iomnia eounty
with his parents in 1857, when they lo-
cated in North Plains township, later

Alex. T, Montgomery.

moving to Livons township. As a young
man Mr, Montgomery engaged in farm-

ing, and for a number of years spent
hic winters in the lumber woods.
In 1883 Mr. Menigomery came to this

city and started a livery and sale

|atable, in a bullding then standing

where his present barn does, and has
conducted this business continuously
from that time to the present day.

Mr. Montgomerv is an active Repub-
lican in polities, and in 188X was ap-
pointed deputy sherifl, serving in that
capacity for four years and then being
nominated by his party for sheriff. He
was eleeted to that position in 1892,
andl 80 well did he discharge the duties
of that pesition that he was re-elected
in 1884, thus serving in that capacity
for four years,

In January of 1905 Mr. Montgomery
was appointed deputy warden of the
Michigan Reformatory, holding that pe-
gition until the fall of 1906, when he
resigued to give closer attention to his
business affairs. Mr. Montgomery has
also served thiz city as alderman from

ithe Third ward.

Mr. Montgomery wus married, May
24, 1883, to Mliss Marietta Collister, of
Pewamo, who died Oct. 2, 1882, Two
daughters, Etta L. and Eva L., were
born to this marriage.

Mr., Montgomery was again married,
July 12, 1898, to Miss ‘lmereme Os-
born, of Eaton Rapids, then a teacher
in the Tonia high school, To them three
children have been born: Katherene,
Alex, Jr., and John O. Montgomery.

& AML =

FEEDBARN

e Y .
AT MONTGOMERY |
HAGH LIVERY,

Livery and Sale Stable of Alex, T. Montgomery.
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DR. E. F. BECEWITH.

Dr. E. F. Beckwith comes from a
family of medical men. Ilis father
and father’s brothers, ag well ag many
other relatives, have all been physi-
cians.

He was born at Marietta, Ohio, May
18, 1857, His parents moved to Zanes-
ville, Ohio, while he was still a small

bor, and later to Columbus, Ohio,
where a8 a young man of twenty-
three years of age he married Miss!

Dr. E. ¥. Beckwith.

Kate N. Burr, the daughter of Colonel .
Raymond Burr, ex-Quartermaster Gen-
eral of Ohio during the Civil War.

He was edneated in the publie schools
of Zamesville, Ohio; Columbus, Ohio;
Parmers College, at College Hill, and
Btarling Medical College, at Columbus,
Ohio, graduating in June of 1885.

Dr. Beckwith practiced at Urbana,
Qkio, for a few months, and then, com-
ing to Michigan, located at Muir, where
he remained until March of 1887, when
he wag appointed physician ana sur-

moved to Ionia, holding this position I chased the fine A. (. Bedford home on

in State service until 1900, with the ex-
ception of three years during a change
He at the
same time was also carrying on a gen-
eral practice of medicine and surgery |

of politieal administration.

in this eity.
A few years ago Dr. Beckwith pur-

| Union street, just at the top of Union
| Hil!, where he now resides with his
|family. His offices are the center snite
| in the New Welbber Block.

Dr. Beckwith is a member of the
| medieal societies and the Masonic fra-
! terniby.

Interior of the New Yorkk Racket Btore,

New York Racket Store.

Thig store is located in the Wagar
block, north side of West Main street.
ond was ectablished October 1, 1906, and
although one of the younger of Ionia’s

geon to the Michigan Reformatory and

Residencr of Dr.

. F. Beckwith.

mercantile establishments, has already
firmly established itself with the people
of this eity and vicinity.

This store is conducted by Frank and

Fred Allen, under the firm name of
" Allen Bros, and their line embraces

gents’ furnishings, underwear, shoes,
dry goods, earpenter tools, and a very
complite line of bazaar goods,

As notea above, these gentlemen lo-
cated in this city Oet. 1 last, and since
that time have heen engaged in con-
vineing the people that they were hers
to stay and desirous of making ag many
| friendls as possible. It has at all times
ibeen their endeavor to give the ecus-
tomer ecomplete satisfaction in every
| article purchased, both as o quality and
: price, and that they have met with sue-
i cess along these lines is shown by their
i constantly increasing business.

i The accompanying engraving shows
_the interior of their store, and will con-
; vince the most skeptical that theirs is
‘a very full line in that branch of mer-
?‘ chandise which they seek to cover,

while a visit to the store will be equally
' a8 convincing as to the desirability of
i making purchases of them,
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Factory No. 1 of the Marvel Manufacturing Co.

Marvel Manufacturing Co.

The Marvel Manufacturing Co., &
Michigan corporation, organized for the
purpose of manufacturing washing ma-
chines, is the very youngest of Tonia's
factories, The authorized eapital stock
of the sompanv is $30,000.00, and they
manufacture a very high-grade line of
washing maehines., This company orig-
inally started in the manufacture of
the Dilley Queen washer, but this ma-
chine is now sold entirely by the mail
order gystem. The gencral line of the

firm comprises four rotary machines,
two machines comstrueted om the rub-
bing prineiple, and ome e¢ylinder ma-
chine, named as follows: [Lonia, Dixie,
Marvel, Ypsilanti, Little Giant, Oriole
and World,
manufactured under patents owned hy

These machines are all

the company, and combine all the latest
ideas in washing machines, The newest
machine ig the one named World and

iz truly a mervelous machine. Tt is &

cylinder washer, the clothes being

placed in a eylinder, which revolves in
alternate directions without ehanging
the motion of drive wheel. This ma-
chine is so construeted that it may be
run by power, and the companv have
met with great suecess in its sale.
The officers of the company are as
John Thwaites, president and
general manager; F. W, Green, vice-
A. J. Ashdown, seeretary

follows:

president;

and treasurer,

o e

Faotory No. 2 of the Marvel Manufacturing Co.
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Board of Tradc and Stock Exchangc.

This institution is loeated at rooms 3
and 4 of the Wagar block, where they
handle all kinds of investments in
stocks, bonds, grains and provisions,
and is under the dirsct management of

James R. Maynard, Manager.

James R, Maynard, a gentleman vith
25 years’ experience in this line of bus-
iness.

Thiz institution has now been a fix-
ture in Tonia for three years, and nnder
the management of Mr. Maynard af-
fords the same opportunities to those
who wish to make financial investments
that ean be obtained in the larger eities.

Thig exchange is govermed on the
theory that ‘‘the man who, by the in-
vestment of his ecapital, develops a
great mine, is a public benefactor, and
is entitled to be so regarded by his
ecountrymen,’’

It is the aim of Mr. Maynard at all

times, and Le takes pleasure in guiding’

the investments made by the general
public through echannels whereby fair
and remnnerative returns may be had
on funda intrusted to his eare.

In the past two years this exchange
has handled stocks and bonds to the
amount of over two :millions of dollars,
and while Mr. Maynard does not claim

to know exactly what the public mar-
kets of the world are going to main-
tain, he has proven to the eustomers of
this exchange that by following his

guidance there are good profits to be
realized on coanservative investments.

The private wire system of this ex-
¢hange, thus giving patrons the prices
of the different commocdities every aee-

fond during market hours, enables in-

vestors to keep in touch with the situ-
ation and watel their investments with-
out delay.

This exchange buys and sells stoeks
for investors, and acts as agent for
their patrons, charging a reasomable
commission for the performance of
these duties. The commissions are the
same, from a financial standpoint,
whether the investments prove good or
bad, consequently it is the aim of the

- management to handle nothing but gilt-

edged securities, and try and place
their patrons in a position to realize
good returns upon all investments made,
to the end that the volume of business
done by them may be increased.

This exchange is in a position to pur-
chase stocks and bonds at all times that
will return anywhere from 2 to 30 per
cent per annum. Full information upon
any listed stocks will be furnished free
upon applieation either by telephone

or telegraph, or upon a personal eall at
the exchange during business hours.
Taking all these points into consider-

stion, it is contended that this ex-
change is furnishing Tonia and vieinity

Stanley Nead, Assistant Manager.

with the best that is to be had, and
the patronage of those who may wish
tv secure good, sound investments is
golicited.

Interior View of Ionia Board of Trade and Stock Exchange.
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Dr. W. E
) LI N
Dr. W. E. Ogden was bora at Xalamo,

Eaton county, Miech.,, in 1866, and re-
ceived his elementary education in the

local schools, later taking a literary
course at Olivet College.
A few years later he cntered the Sag-

Dr. W, BE. Ogden,

inaw Valley Medical College, at Sagi-
naw, from which he graduated in 1899,

then locating at Lyons, Mich,, vhere he |
practieed his profession for the next i
four years, and building np a very good 3
business.

In 1903 he took up his residence in'

!

! Portland, this county, where for over
'35 years he has conducted the leading
‘furniture and undertaking business, and
o Ogden i ;by fair dealing and striet attention to

I the details of hig business, has gaingd
this ecity, opening offices in the NeW!a fair degree of suceess, numbering
Webber bloek, and ginee that time has ; among his mest steadfast friends the
been very successful, building up afeustomers of his early business life.

|
large and very lucrative practice. |

In 1904 Dr. Ogden was elected county !
physician by the Board of Supervisors, ;
since which time he has discharged the’1
dnties of that position to the entire sat-'
isfaction of the people of the ecounty,
as is evidenced by the fact that he has
since been twice re-clected.

Dr. W. B. Ogden’s residence, at 301
Tarter street, is shown in the accom-
panying engraving,

g

: T. J. Bandfield.
T. J. BANDFIELD. ‘
| While attending to his Tonia business,

Th J. Bandfield eessor to Geo. ! ., .
omas + Bue O BEO pig Portland interests are looked after

H. Allured in the furniture and under- | by his som, Arthur W. who has been
H ) "

taking business, was born in Bomerset, | p.. puip o assistant for several years,
Fngland, in 1844, where he learned the } Mr, Bandfield was married in 1874 to
trade of a cabinet-maker in the good ‘ Annis M. White, of Marshall, Mich.
old English way, working in London fOl“ They have four children: Rdna J.,
several years before coming to the Harold G., Arthur W. and Edith L.
Tnited States in 1870, then locating at Bandfild. The two oldest, Edna and

- IHarold, are graduates of the University

Residence of Dr. W. E. Ogden, 301 Horter Street.

of Michigan, while the youngest, BEdith
L., enters this fall in the literary de-
partment,
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John H. Hamilton.

John H, Hamilton was born on a
farm near Avon, N. Y. June 11, 1845,
veceiving his cdueation in the loral
schools and in the Genesee Woesleyan
Reminary, at Lima, N. Y.

When 21 years of age, Mr, Hamilton
game with his parents to Michigan, ther
locating on a farm in Ronald township,
thir county, where he lived for the next
three years. He was married, Septem-
ber 19, 1867, to Miss Marcia Weleh,
daughter of the late Hon. John B.
‘Weleh, of Ionia township. They have
one son, Harry H., now a resident of
Cleveland, Ohio, where he is engaged in
the management of a clothing manu-
factory.

In 1869 Mr, Hamilton purchased the
fine farm in Ronald township now
owned by him, and upon whieh he lived
until 15 years ago, when he took up his

residence in this city. Mr. Hamilton |
continues to operate this farm, together |

with several others which he purchased
later.
Before leaving the farm, Mr. Hamil-

ton had engaged in buying wool, which |

business he has continned on a very

extengive scale down to the present

time, for the past 25 years having been
regarded as one of the most extensive
dealers in this line in the State of
Michigan. Mr. Hamilton purchases
from loecal dealers, and his operations

Delbert L. Vincent.

The greenhouse business at present

conducted by D. L. Vincent was cstab-

lished by H. G. Thorvton, and eon-
dueted by him for a mumber of years,
being purehased by Vincent Bros. in
July, 1902, This firm continued the
business until November, 1903, when
. L. Vineent purchased the intcrest of
his brother, sinee which time he has
conducted the business alone.

Mr., Vincent was born at Gaines,
Mich., Oct. 15, 1874, his parents mov-
ing to Elsie, Mich., while he was still
an infant, coming to Tomia in 1880.
Upon eoming to this eity, Mr. Vincent

D. L, Vincent.

John H, Hamilton.

cover a very large portion of the State,
and few men have gained a wider aec-
quaintance and a more enviable reputa-
tion for fair amd honorable dealing.

entered the employ of the Williams
Mfg. Co., remaining with them five
years. Then he enguged with H. G.
Thornton, remaining there until he pur-
chased the business in 1902.

Mr. Vincent is a wide-awake and en-
terprising voung man, thoroughly con-
versant with all the details of his busi-
nesg, in which he has made many im-
provements since becoming sole owxner,
the most important being the ereetion
of the large new greernhouses shown

| in the accompanying engraving; com-

pleted during the past summer and oe-
cupied last fall.

Mr. Vincent was married Jume 5,
1901, to MMiss Mary Honson, of Otisco
township, this eounty.

Greenhouses of D. 1.. Vincent, East Main Street-
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_ Residence of A. J. Ashdown, Jr., 448 Pleasant Street. | rnsidence of A. G. Snell, 408 High Street.
. & " Teet,

Residence of Lewis P. Schmolz, 526 West Main Street. Residence of G, F. Faude

 GROUP OF IONIA RESIDENCES.
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FRED CUTLER, JR.

Tred Cutler, Jr., waz born in this:
city, Oct. 2, 1862, and received his edu- :
cation in the sehools of this city. Af-!
ter leaving school he entered the store;
of A. 8. Wright, where he remained for
the mext six years. In 1883 he en-
gaged in the dry goods business on his
own account, condueting a very sue-
cessful business for a number of years.

In 1894 he was appointed Deputy
Grand Chancellor of the K. P., and later
was made Grand Eeeper of Records and
Seals of that fraternity.
this office he established a real estate
office in this city, conducting the same
until Januvary, 1808, when he became
associated with Thos. A. Carten, as su-
perintendent and bookkeeper of the lat-
ter’s establish-
ment, a position which he still holds, a
portrait of Mr. Cutler being found with
the display of that store on page 27

Mr. Cutler has been very aetive in
Maccabee work, having served Waba-
gis Tent as finance kecper and ecom-
mander for a number of terms. He was
a delepate to the Gveat Camp for a

After leaving

extensive mercantile

number of vears, being elected Great
Chaplain in 1887, and a member of the
Great Executive Committee in 1596,
Tn 1899 he was elected Great Lieutenant
Commander, holding that position for

two years.
Mr. Ontler has also been an active

Republiean and has served his party as |

¢ity clerk, alderman, and as secretary
of the county commitiee,
Mr. Cufler was married in 1887 to
Migs Allie M. Rverson, of thig eitw.
My, Cutler hag always taken an active

interest in the welfare of this city, and
is today serving as a member of the
Library Commission, director of the
Board of Trade, and as president of the
Ionia Pottery Co.

o 0 1@
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Interior of the Ionia Economy Store.

Tonia Economg Store.

This store was established in Augus!
of 1804 by H. E. Bergy and Gex
Beemer, and was at that time loeated
in the west store in the Stevenson
block, on West Main strect. Iere tlic
business prospered, and larger quarlirs

Residence of Fred Cutler, Jr.

were soon demanded, the firm moving to
their present location Jan. 1, IB05;
where their stock was considerably in-
creased, and wheve additions have been
made from time to time as their trade
grew.

Today their store at 321 West Main
gtreet, an interior picture of which is

herewith shown, contains ome of the

| largest and best assorted stoeks of

fancy China and bazaar goods to be
found in any city of equal size with
Tonia in Western Michigan,

From the ontset it has been tho en-

deavor of this firm to give its cus-
tomers the greatest possible value for
the money, and the rapid increase of
their business is the best possible tes-
timonial of their suceess in that line.
The rapid increase of their business
has been one ot the features of this
citv’s progperity, and today few firms
are enjoying a better trade or a more
thoronghly establiched business.

The firm also conducts another store
at Saranac, Mich., that being in charge
of Geo. Beemcr, while the Ionia store
is looked after by II. E. Bergy, the resi-
dent member of the firm.
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8. HEMENS.

Sylvanus Hemens was horn at Port
Ontario, Oswego county, N. ¥., Mareh:
8, 1851, and received his education ml
the schools of that village. When 238 |
years of age he camc to Michigan, lo-|
cating at Jaecksom, where he lived for|
gseveral years. !

Tm 1879 he cutered the employ of the:
Melormick Harvester Co., and for|
three years traveled for that company |
ay o field expert, during that time cov-:
ering & considerable country, and bav-,

8. Hemens.

ing mueh to do with the carly intro-i
duetion of the twine binder, now found ]
on every farm in the country. ;

Tn 1582 he located at South Lyon,!
Mich., engaging in the drug, book, sta-
tionery and wall paper business, and
remaining there until 1804. In Aungust,
1905, he ecame to this eity and puor-
chased the stoek of books, stationery
and wall paper then owned by Peck
Bros., and has sinee condueted this
business. Hinee coming to this eity
Mr. Hemens has very firmly establishod

)

Residence of John Nelson, 318 Pleasant Straet.

himself with the people of lomia and

' very materially increased the business
“of this store.
"agsorted and complete ong, as iy shown

His stock is a very well

by the aecompanying engraving.

Mr. Hemens was married, June 22,
1877, to MMiss Emma J. VanDerlyn, of
Jackson, Mich, They have two chil-
dren,

o e ol

JOHN NELSON.

Jobn Nelsom was born in Denmark,
QOct. 18, 1864, where he received his
education, later engaging at the coop-
er’s trade, whieh he followed until he
came to this country in 1892, Omn com-
ing to the United States he located on
s farm near Coral, Mich,, where he re-

mained one vear, then going to Green-.

Interior of Store of 8. Hemens,

ville, Mieh., where he tended bar until
1901,

In that year he came to Tonia, en-
tering the employ of Henry Kreiger
and remaining with that gentleman in
the capacity of bartender until 1904.
On May 1st of that year he engaged in
the saloon business on his own aecount,
having sinee conducted this business
at his present stand.

Sinee engaging in business in lonia
Mr. Nelson has made a very large eir-
ele of friends, both because of his
genial and eourteous gualities and be-
cause of the business methods adopted

John Nelson.

by him, his place of business being
conceded to be one of the most orderly
and hest conducted to be found in this
city.

Mr, Nelson was married in Denmark,
Aungust 4, 1884, to Iliss Marie Bjorn-
skow. They have two children: Miss
Dora, aged 21, and Nels, aged 18, The
accompanying engraving shows their
residence, at 318 Pleasant street.
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R. E. DONOVAN.

Richard E. Donoven was born on a
farm in Ronald township, thiz county,
Ang. 11, 1856, where he lived until 25
years of age. At that time he entered
the United States mail serviee, being
appointed a route agent, and for the
next two years running between Cleve-
land and Chicago.

This position he resigned to accept
one as traveling salesman ror a ata-
tionery firm, with whom he remained
until 1%%5, when he engaged with the
Duluth Dry Goods Co., at Duluth, Minn,
He remained in that eity for the next

R. ¥, Donovan,

four years, when he again took a posi-
tion as traveling salesman, this time
with a clothing firm.

In 1896 DMr. Donovan came to this
city and opened his present econfec-
tionery and tobacco store, and where
he has sinee continued to do business.
He hag, during the eleven years which
he has been in this business, built up
a very substantial business. His stock
is large and well assorted, while it has

Interior of Store of R. B, Donovan.

Residence of 0. B. Wood,

always been conceded that at Domo-
van’s one could always get the best
goods and have them put np right.
These conditions have made Mr., Dono-
van’s business successful.

Mr. Donovan was marricd, June 10,
1903, to Miss Cora E. Coon, of this

city.
o ofs ok
0. 8. WOOD.
0. Beott Wood was born on a farm in
Muskegon county, Marek 22, 1850,

moving with his parents to a farm near

Paw Paw wlhen four years of age. At
13 years of age he entered a store at
Paw Paw as a clerk, remaiping there’
until 1869, when he came to Tonia and |
enterrd the employ of Cooper &
Northup.

In 1871 Mr. Wood purehased the in-
terest of Mr. Northup, the firm at
that time becoming Cooper, Wilson &

Wood, and being engaged in the dry
goods business. In 1875 Mr. Wood sold
his intereat in this comeern and went
to Bheridan, entering the emplov of
Dan T. Iargo, and remaining there for
the next two years. Then he returned

0. 8. Wood.

to Paw Paw as a member of the firm of
Connor & Wood, remaining in that
place for the next six years.

In 1883 he again beecame a resident
of Ionia, this time as a member of the
firm of L. B. Bmith & Co., who were
conducting an clevator buriness here at
that time. Three ycars later he sold
out and entered the employ of H. R.
Wagar, and sinee that time has been
very closely asscciated with that gen-
tleman, looking after many of his va-
ricd lusiness interests, In 1895 he
wag elected mancger of the Tonia
Water Power Eleetriec Co., which posi-
tion ha still holds. IIr. Wood has
during the past 20 years heen interested
in the real estate and insurance busi-
ness, in addition to the matters above
mentioned.

1lr. Wood was married, Oct, 15, 1873,
to Miss (Mara E. Smith, of this city.




lery then owned by a gentleman named
Barnum. In 1888 he opened a gallery,
in company with a gentleman named
Smith, the firm name heing Merell &
Smith, purchasing his partner’s in-
terest in 1889, and finally selling this
gallery in 1891. Then he went to Bat-
tle Creek, remaining there until 1894,
when he returned to this eity, pur-

L. K. Merell.

chasing his old gallery and eonduneting
it until 1896, when he again went to
Chicago. There he remained until 1899,
when he returned to this eity and pur-
chased his present gallery from a gen-
tleman named Curtis,

In hig many years’ work in this city
Mr. Merell has established a reputation
which needs no embellishments at our
hands. A very large portion of the

Mrs, L. K. Merell. '

personal portraits shown in this book]

are from his studio, and a glance
through its pages ig all that is neces-
saTy.

Mr. Merell was married, May 31,
1888, to Miss H. Elizabeth Gorton, of
Racine, Wis.

|
|

Interior of the Studio of L. K. Merell,
KOPFPITZ, MELCHERS BREWING
COMPANY.

A little over ten years ago the Kop-
pits, Meleher Brewing Co. established a
cold storage plant in this city for the
purpose of supplying their trade in this
section with their beer in a quicker and
more convenient mauner than could be
done from the brewerv. This feature
of their business scon proved a wvery
advantageous feature, as iz shown by
their large patronuge from this seetion
of Michigan.

From this eold storage plant nearly
all of the cities and villages of Western |
Michigan are supplied, the business as-
suming much greater proportions than
is generally understood.

For six years past this branch of their
business has been under the personal
supervision of Chags. H. Scule, a gentle-

Chas. H. Slouls, Manager.

Cold Storage Building of the Koppitz, Melchers Brewing Co.
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man who in that period of time has ae-
quired a very wide acquaintance in
‘Western Michigan, and whose friends
are numbered by the thousands. In
faet, to the hustling ahilities and the
popularity of ¢ (‘hartie’! Soule must be
attributedl a considerable portion of the
company’s success in this venture.
Chuas.” . Soule was born in Canada,
tut moved with his parents to Iowa

when but two years old, growing to
manhood in thai Rtate. Eighiteen years
ago he came to Fenton, Mich,, clerking
in a store there for two years, after
which he became one of the proprietors
of the Roberts House, conducting that
hotel until he entered the employ of
the Koppitz, Melehers Brewing Co., and
came to Ionia to fake charge of their
business,

Residence of Chas. H, Soule.

GEORGE H. ALLURED.

George H, Allured was born in Old
‘Whittelsey, Cambridge shire, England,
June 5, 1840, coming to the U'nited
States when 17 years of age and lo-
cating at Greenville, Mich., May ‘1,
1857, Before leaving England, Mr.
Allured had worked at the cabinet-
makers’ trade, and he took up that line
of work upon settling at Greenville.

He remained there for the next two
years, eoming to Jonia July 15, 1859,
and has since been a resident of this
city. During the first few months of
his residence in this city he worked for
Jos. Blatt, but on Oct. 5 of the same
year, entered the empley of Southwick
Merritt, who was conducting a furni-
ture and undertaking establishment in
this city.

After being in the employ of Mr.
Merritt for four years he formed a
partnership with that gentleman, un-
der the firm name of 8. Merritt & Co.,
which firm continued in business in
this eity until the death of Mr, Merritt,
in 1872. At the time Mr. Allured lo-
cated in this city there was no such
thing as ready-made furniture or cof-
fins, and these two gentlemen worked
side by side at the cabinet-makers’
trade for many years, gradually putting
in a line of modern furniture as the
furniture manufacturing trade grew.
While at Greenville Mr. Allured made
the first bateh of ready-made coffins
ever in that city, and as a matter of
faet, ever in any eitv in thiz section.
After coming to this city he finally
prevailed upon Mr. Merritt fo allow
him to repeat the experiment, which

proved more than snecessful, and from
that date the ready-made coffin was a
fixture with the firm. Prior to that
time it had been the custom to make
the eoffin ecomplete as the necessity for
its use occurred. In this connection
Mr. Allured relates manv very amusing
experiences.

After the death of Mr. Merritt, in
1872, Mr. Allured purchased the busi-

Caorge H. Allured.

ness, conducting it until the fall of
1806, when he sold to T. J. Banfield, of
Portland, Mich. During his 47 years
as an undertaker in this city Mr. Al-
lured has gained an aeqguaintance

throughout this section that is prob-
ably equaled by no man now living,
and in justice to him it must be said
that few men have lived to enjoy the
warm. personal friendship of a larger
number of people,

Mr, Allured was married, Nov. 286,
1861, to Miss Emeline M, Nichols, of

this city.
e e ol

HENERY G. WRIGHT.

Henry G. Wright was born in the
township of Boston, May 1, 1846, com-
ing to Ionia with his parents in Oecto-
ber, 1853, and having been a resident
of this eity ever sinee, with the ex-

ception of ten years (1801 to 1901),
which were spent in Chieago.

Mr. Wright received his education in
the publie schools of this city, and when
12 years of age began work with his

Henry . Wright.

father, learning the carpenter’s trade.
For some years Mr, Wright worked at
the carpenter’s trade during the sum-
mer and attended school during the
winter, later devoting his entire time
to his trade, but remaining with his
father until 21 years of age.

Mr, Wright began contracting on his
own aecount when 22 years of age, and
hag followed that line of busineas to-
gether with architeetural work up to
the present time.

As a contractor, Mr. Wright has
gained a very enviable position in this
section, his work not being confined to
this ecity alone, but also embracing
many fine buildings in the surrounding
cities and villages. Ameng the more
prominent buildings erected by Mr,
Wright may be mentioned the Ionia
high school, the Catholic academy, the
buildings of the Stafford Mfg. Co., one
of the asylum buildings, two of the
large silk mills at Belding, the $22,000
M. E. church at Belding, the first ward
school building at Belding.

In polities, Mr, Wright has for a num-
ber of vears been a Democrat, and has
served the first ward of this city as
Supervisor, being elected in 1906 and
re-elected at the election just passed,

My, Wright has been quite promi-
nently identified with Ionia Lodge F.
& A, M, the Chapter and Commandery,

f
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and with the Rnights of Pythias of |
this city, and is & member of Saladin p
Temple Shriner, Grand Rapids. ‘
Mr. Wright was married to Miss
Symanthia A. Drown, of Nelson, Ohio, .
in Beptember, 1868,
g g e

SLYE & KELNEE.

The real estate business now con-
ducted by Blye & Kelner was estab-
lished by Smith & Kelmer in 1900.
Later, Mr. Kclner sold his interest to
his partner, who conducted a fire in-
surance and real estate business for
nearly two years. In February, 1906,
Mz, E. E. Blye purchased the business
from W, Walter Smith, and in the fol-
lowing April Mr. Slye formed the part-
nership in the real estate business un-
der the firm name of Blye & Kelner,
Mr. Rlye retaining the insurance busi-
ness. The firm devote a very large
portion of their time and attention to
the real estate business, handling both
city and farm property, but making a
specialty of farm property. These gen-
tlemen are both hustlera and have be-
come firmly established in this line, and

Eldridge E. Slye, ‘ Gecrge L. Kelner.

Rcesidence of Edward Thompson, East Lincoln Auenue.
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are today doing & larger business in
their line than any other firm in Cen-
tral Michigan. -

Elbridge E. Slye was born at Wel-
lington, Ontario, June 22, 1874, coming
to a farm near lonia when 18 years of
age, In 1903 he was superintendent
of the farm of the State Asylum, and
in 1804 and 1905 was traveling sales-
man for the Ionia Pottery (., opening
up his present office in the Silver-Graft
block in February, 1006. At present
Mr. 8lre is treasurer of the Ionja Dis-
triet Fair Association, finance keeper
of the Wabasis Tent, and is prominent
in many leading lodges of the city.

George L, Kelner was born in Wood
county, Ohio, August 18, 1845, comihg
!'with his parents to this eity when two
years of age. When 21 years old he
purchased a farm in Hasion township,
where he resided for twenty-five years,
Right years ago he came to this eity

-~ and engaged in the real estato and ane-

!tion business, and he is recognized as
| the leading auctioneer of the county,
' Mr. Kelner is at present president of
‘the Ionia Distriet Fair Association and
secretarv of the Ionia Driving Club.

Gen. F. 8, Hutchinson.
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